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15 years of our groundbreaking metalwoods technologies 
from the #1 Driver in Golf have all led up to this: 
Our most technologically advanced driver ever. 

We put everything we’ve got into R15. 
So you can find out what you’ve got— in you. 
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COMPACT FOLDING AND FEATURE-PACKED 

The compact-folding M3 PRO electric trolley borrows the three-point folding system made popular by the award- 
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and multiple distance measurements. It also offers an inbuilt device cradle, capable of holding a wide range of GPS 
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FROM THE EDITOR 

Do your bit 
to grow the 
game in May 


Introduce someone else to the joys of 
the sport during National Golf Month 



© e love golf. Given you’re reading Britain’s best-selling golf 

magazine, let’s assume you love golf, too. Now we can get 
thousands more people loving the game through National 
Golf Month in May. 

We are proud to again be supporting this fantastic idea, which is 
now in its second year. The aims of NGM are simple - to remove the 
barriers to participation, bring back lapsed golfers, engage more female 
golfers and welcome families to their local clubs. 

How will it do that? Throughout May golf clubs and professionals 
across the UK will be hosting special National Golf Month open days, 
free taster sessions, coaching activities for families, ladies and men, as 
well as individual lessons. 

Many famous faces are backing the campaign, notably Ryder Cup 
captain Paul McGinley, European ladies No.l Charley Hull and BBC 
Breakfast presenter Naga Munchetty. 

McGinley told us: “Golf faces many challenges in these times as 
competition with other sport and social activities intensifies. 

“Golf is a game that has given me and my family great pleasure, 
health benefits and opportunities to meet amazing people. 

“I would encourage everybody to get behind this project as we 
endeavour to see more people enjoy the great benefits and fun that this 
game has to offer.” 

To get involved - and to get your friends, family and colleagues out 
on the fairway - ask your club pro, visit www.nationalgolfmonth.com, 
follow @Nat_Golf_Month and like ‘nationalgolfmonth’ on Facebook. 

You can also join pros and personalities 
taking on the 30ft Putt Challenge, in which you 
can set up a hole - at home, at the club, in 
the office - and try to drain a 30-footer. See 
page 18 for more details. 
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THE MOST IMPORTANT 
THINGS IN GOLF 


EDITED BY ROB McGARR 




Dome alone 

This is the view 
golfers will get when 
they tee up here. 


A range with a view 

It's built overlooking the Millennium Dome and Canary Wharf 






O he scenery at most driving ranges 
doesn’t tend to excite, but the 
Greenwich Peninsula Driving Range 
is a different story. Hit a hook and your ball 
will be heading towards Canary Wharf; hit a 
slice and the 02 will be in danger. 

The two-tier, 60-bay covered range will 
open in June, right outside North Greenwich 
Underground Station. With 120,000 people 


Professionals in to schools and youth centres 
coupled with tuition sessions over at the 
Greenwich Peninsula Range. We will have a 
fully serviced N1 Academy at the range with 
eight PGA Professionals available.” 

Worry not: the range will be 350 yards 
long, so only the biggest hitters will have any 
chance of launching balls into the city. 


using the station each day and eight million 
visitors to the 02 every year, the new facility 
could introduce golf to huge numbers. 

“This is the biggest thing to happen in golf 
in London for 30 years,” says Declan Malone, 
PGA pro and Founder of golf academy N1 
Golf. “We feel passionate about promoting 
grass roots golf in the more deprived London 
Boroughs. We will be sending our PGA 






THE BIG DEBATE 


Time to rip up handicaps? 

Golf's player rating is much maligned...and could change soon 



alk into any clubhouse in Britain 

I and the chances are you will hear 
a conversation about handicaps. 
Sonneone’s is too high. Sonneone else’s is 
too low. And don’t even get us started on 
that guy. He is a bandit. But 19th hole 
gripes aside, does the current handicap 
system work or could it be improved? 


How do you get a handicap? 

“Our official system is run by The Council 
of National Golf Unions (CONGU),’’ 
explains Gemma Hunter, Handicap and 
Course Rating Executive for England Golf. 
“Members of affiliated golf clubs can gain 
a CONGU handicap by returning either 
three 18-hole or six nine-hole cards that 
have been signed by someone the club 
deems to be appropriate, which usually 
means another member.” 


Is three rounds enough of a test? 

Arguably not. One TG reader told us he 
had a handicap of 18 when he joined a 
new club. Three qualifying rounds later the 
club’s computer gave him a handicap of 
24. “I felt like my old handicap was more 
accurate as it had been calculated over a 
greater number of rounds played over the 
course of four years,” he says. “My club 
handicap has come down to 18, but it has 
taken just over a year.” “In a perfect 
situation you need seven or more 
rounds to assess whether someone 
has the right handicap,” admits 
Hunter. 


The new way of handicapping 

American golf links its handicaps to a 
“slope rating” that assesses the difficulty 
of each course for players who have 
handicaps greater than scratch. Once this 
rating has been calculated, every visiting 
golfer is handicapped off it. So a 
12-handicapper might receive 15 shots on 
a very difficult course but only six on an 
easy one. “I’ve played abroad and think 
this system is fairer,” says Cunning. 

“The slope system is very detailed,” agrees 
Hunter. “It takes everything from the depth 
of the rough to the placement of the 
bunkers into consideration.” So why don’t 
we use it? Funny you should say that. “We 
are now using the US system to rate 
courses and there are discussions about 
moving to a worldwide handicap system,” 
reveals Hunter. “It is a big change, but 
I think something global will be in place 
within the next 10 years.” 


Does it take too long for 
handicaps to change? 

“Exceptional score reductions 
allow us to keep on top of people 
who are improving quickly,” 
believes Hunter. “This system issues 
an additional reduction to anyone 
who completes two rounds that are 
four or more shots below their 
handicap in quick succession.” 

“We don’t get too many 


winners, so I think the reduction process 
works well,” adds Jim Cunning, Secretary of 
Clevedon Golf Club. “I do, however, hear a 
lot of complaints about the fact that people 
in handicap categories four (21-28) and 
three (13-20) get cut 0.4 or 0.3 for every 
stroke they are under their handicap, but 
only go up 0.1 every time they go over their 
handicap. Members think this is unfair, as 
they believe older players’ skill levels 
deteriorate faster than their handicaps rise.” 


How often should you play to your handicap? 

“Your handicap is based on the score you 
can achieve if you play to your optimum 
level,” reveals Hunter. “So a scratch 
handicapper will shoot two-over far more 
often than they will shoot level par and a 
21-handicapper’s average round will be 
more like 25 or 26-over.” “Cur members 
can’t get their heads round this,” says 
Cunning. “If their handicap is 21, they think 
they should be shooting 21-over every day of 
the week, rather than once or twice a year.” 


Adapting for Augusta National 
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and drop more steeply than 


How pros set up their bags according to the course 








F 18 fairway. It gives similar 
distance, but greater stopping 
power on reachable par 5s." 


^^pONALD 


Driver draw bias 


Traditionally the Masters 
requires high draws off 
^ \ the tee," says Daryl Evans, 
European Tour manager at 
TaylorMade,"soyoumay 
see guys add a touch of loft 
1 ^ and make small adjustments 
^ to their driver to promote a 
■A right-left ball flight. We may 
H also see some guys set their 
^ driver up again a bit more 
upright to promote a draw." 


■0 


Wedge loft and grind 

"In the past - before the 2010 
groove rule change - players 
would gravitate to more loft 
to increase stopping power 
on Augusta's greens," says 
Vokey tour representative 
Aaron Dill. "We'd usually make 
around five or more 62/64° 
wedges for players to use 
just for the week. However, 
now those higher-lofted 
wedges are harder to control 
and less likely to spin when 
you're in the rough, we've 
actually found that players 
are creating more spin with 
the less-lofted wedges - 
54/56/58° - because the 


contact with the ball is more 


direct. As a result of that, the 


players won't change their 
wedge set-up as much as they 
used to." 


or 3-irons with 915 H and 
HD hybrids or 915 fairway 
metals. Bill Haas replaced 
his 714 CB 2-iron with a 915 


Augusta National has seven right-to-left 

dog-legs with only three - 1, 11 and 18 - 
bending the other way. Fairways are nnown 
tightly and from green to tee, meaning you 
play against the grain; aprons are also 


shorn, and the greens rock hard and lethally 
fast. So how did the players prepare for the 
challenge? Here are three crucial equipment 
changes many of the field would have made 
to gain the edge at the year’s first Major. 


r MASTERS SPECIAL EDITIONS 

■A 


r 

V 



This year’s Masters 
showcased the growing 
trend for limited-edition 
equipment, typically 
released to coincide with 
the four Majors. This year 
we saw Hunter Mahan in a 
special version of FootJoy’s 
HyperFlex shoe, while some 
TaylorMade staff were 
decked out in various 
Azalea-themed adidas kit, 
which you can now buy... 




Footjoy HyperFlex 

There are different Masters-inspired 
colours for the left and right shoe for 
the first time. For the player looking 
down there will be little difference, but 
the colour contrasts will be obvious to 
the consumer. £150 


adidas polo shirts 

Features the Azalea theme on the 
sleeves, placket, colour and left chest. 
Just 500 shirts released globally. Part 
of a special limited edition range which 
includes socks, a cap and a T-shirt. 
£ 9 . 99 -£ 39.99 


adidas Adipower Boost 

The shoe is the same as the regular 
Adipower Boost, and retails at the 
same price, but features different 
styling with the Azalea-themed 
pattern around the heel and a 
coordinating pinkish sole. £ 129.99 
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Q&A 

Rickie Fowler 

Last year's nearly man is back with more power and more maturity 



QMuch has been made of a Rickie v Rory 
rivalry... is he the man to beat? 

Rory is definitely a step ahead of me - or 
four Majors ahead! At times, when he is 
on top of his driving game, that is when 
he is very tough to beat. When he does 
that, it frees up the rest of his game to go 
and play some fairly effortless golf. When 
he’s on, at present it’s something that I 
can’t match up with, as far as distance 
goes. I don’t feel like my game is any 
weaker than his, but I’m definitely going 
to have to go out and show him that I’m 
around. He’s not going to back up. If 
someone is going to beat him, they are 
going to have to earn it. 


O e was one of the revelations of 

2014, a stand-out at the Ryder 
Cup and a new poster boy for 
American golf. With top-five finishes in 
each of last year’s Majors (fifth at Augusta, 
second in the US Open and the Open, 
third at the US PGA, leading total scoring 
at 32-under), Rickie Fowler has proved 
he’s got substance to go with the style. 
Now all he needs to do is win one... 


in contention for a Major. I did a lot of 
things well last year and feeling as 
comfortable as I did at the PGA 
Championship, carrying that forward to 
the Masters will be the biggest key. I felt 
very different from Augusta to the PGA 
last year and I know I can play Augusta as 
I’ve put up good numbers there before. 

I’ve putted well there, now I just have to 
go out and do it. 


j^Are you delighted with the majors in 
2014 - or a bit gutted? 

It’s tough looking back, because I really 
wanted to get a win last year. But in terms 
of my goals for the year, I took care of 
everything apart from that. I made the 
Ryder Cup team, played through the 
FedEx Cup play-offs and was in contention 
in all four Major championships. 


Rory is definitely 
a step ahead 
of me - or four 
Majors ahead!' 


fjAre you in a better state to compete 
this year? 

I’ve learnt that you can’t be afraid. 
Confidence is something that Rory 
definitely doesn’t lack. It’s not that he’s 
cocky, but he knows the game that he 
has and he believes in it, as he should. 


tJ)id being in contention in those four 
Majors make you a better player? 

Things happen, but when you start 
worrying and showing fear, you’re going to 
go downhill. Looking back to where I was 
as an amateur and the progress I’ve made, 
I still kind of feel like a kid, but as far as 
my golf goes. I’ve definitely matured - and 
most of that happened in the last year. 


QWhat’s Butch Harmon like to work with? 

I’ve been putting in the hours, doing a 
little fine-tuning on my game. Working 
with Butch has been a big influence for 
me, both mentally and physically. He’s 
made me more efficient, allowing me to 
create more speed and hit the ball a bit 
harder. Last year I picked up seven yards 
or so on drives, so that’s pretty 
^ significant. I’m a lot more prepared to 
go tee it up on a 
\ Thursday than 
I’ve ever been, 
which is partly 

ppiy mental 

process and actually believing 
in the swing stuff we’ve been 
working on. 


QWhat’s the aim for 2015? 

A win is definitely in order. The only 
tournament where I’ve been in a great 
position was the PGA Championship. 

I really felt like I had it and that was 
the one that really hurt the most. 


^How do you rate your 
Masters chances? 

Last year at Augusta was always 
going to be an outside shot. I stil 
wasn’t 100% comfortable being 
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Longest Day Golf Challenge 2015 
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Dangerous Dan? Or Menacing Mike? 
Whatever your superhero alias of 
choice, summon all your (golfing) 
powers for Macmillan's Longest Day 
Golf Challenge on 21 June. 


To play, enlist a swinging sidekick (or 
three) - and together dare to destroy 72 
holes and 300 shots. The outcome of 
such bravery? You could win the chance 
to play in Portugal - with your heroic 
efforts helping us make sure no one 
faces cancer alone. 


Accept the challenge by texting 
GOLF1 to 70550 or visiting 

macmillan.org.uk/longestday 


In partnership with 


Supported by 


vpar 


Texts cost standard network rate. Macmillan Cancer Support, registered charity 

in England and Wales (261017), Scotland (SC039907) and the Isle of Man (604). MAC15240 
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PLAYERS PREVIEW 

The world's scariest hole 

The stats and stories behind the 17th at Sawgrass, golf's most famous par 3 


hen the world’s best players 

nw contest The Players Championship 
V y next month, all eyes will be on one 
hole. The par-3 17th shouldn’t cause the 
best players in the world too many 
nightmares. It’s a short shot to a large 
green, and a wedge is usually sufficient. 
But it’s not that simple. “It is like having a 
3 o’clock appointment for a root canal,’’ 
says Mark Calcavecchia. “You’re thinking 
about it all morning and you feel bad all 
day. You kind of know sooner or later 
you’ve got to get to it.’’ But John Mahaffey 
perhaps sums up the all-or-nothing hole 
best: “The easiest par 5 on the course.’’ 




THE GOOD, THE BAD, AND THE VERY, VERY WET 


150,000 Balls 
dunked per year. 

4 Times a year a 
team of divers enter 
the lake to retrieve 
lost balls, taking 
two days each time. 

11 Cameras on the 
hole during the 
tournament, 
including one 


tucked under the lip 
of the bunker. 

28 Balls found the 
water during 2014 
Championship - 
the fewest since 
records began. 

137 Length in yards 
on the scorecard, 
though it often 
plays closer to 120. 


42 Consecutive 
rounds without 
putting one in the 
water, a record held 
by Stuart Appleby. 

66 Worst ever score 
in competition, by 
grocery shop owner 
Angelo Spagnola. 

12 Worst score by a 
pro. Bob Tway in 


the third round 
2005. He put four 
balls in the water, 
then three-putted. 
He was 7-under 
standing on the tee! 

2.5 Best scoring 
average, held by 
Johnson Wagner. 

6 Total aces, but 
none since 2002. 
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FANTASY GOLF: A LOOK AHEAD TO THIS MONTH’S EVENTS... 


1 RBC HERITAGE 
APRIL 16 (TEAM 
DEADLINE 12:20pm) 

At just over 7,100 yards, the 
windy and densely-bunkered 
Harbour Town requires 
precision over power to find 
its tight fairways and small 
greens. Kuchar, McDowell 
and Furyk have triumphed 
in recent years, while Luke 
Donald has five top-three 
finishes since 2009. 


ZURICH CLASSIC 
APRIL 23 

(TEAM DEADLINE 1PM) 

TPC Louisiana boasts 
hazards aplenty in the form 
of swamps, more than 100 
bunkers, and treacherously 
fast greens. The event has 
given seven of the last 10 
winners their maiden Tour 
victory, including Seung-Yul 
Noh and Billy Horschel in 
the last two years. 


PLAYERS 

CHAMPIONSHIP MAY 7 
(TEAM DEADLINE 12:15PM) 

TPC Sawgrass hosts the 
“fifth Major”. Experience 
counts for much on a 
course with subtle contours, 
small greens and dog-legs, 
while the water-strewn 
closing pair represents 
one of the toughest 
finishes around 
(see above). 


OUR PICK... MATT KUCHAR 

Unlikely to appear at the 
Zurich Classic but will feature 
at Harbour Town and 
Sawgrass, where strategy and 
experience are key. 

HOW TO PLAY... Our free- 
to-enter Fantasy Golf is 
back with great prizes 
up for grabs. Sign 
up now at WWW. 
todaysgolfer. 
fantasyleague.com 





16 ISSUE 334 TODAYSGOLFER.CO.uk 



tsnl ipijmcutie 


IT'S 

A 

REALLY 

GOOD 

club; 

*(NO LEGAL REQUIRED) 



We don’t 
overpromise with words 
like longer or loftier, because 
we’re confident that one swing of an 
Adams Blue club is all it takes to get one 
into your bag. Blue’s Easy Launch System 
is simple. It easily launches your ball into 
the air. Who use more of 

t+iat? Try B-lue. It won’t 
let you down. 


SHOOT 


STRAIGHT 


m/bl 


adamsgolf 


CO 


ue 






CHARITY CHALLENGE 

Can you hole a 30-f ooter? 

Hole a monster putt and take on your mates 


O he National Golf Month 30ft 

Putt Challenge is challenging 
YOU to hole a 30-foot putt to 
raise awareness of golf and money for 
Dementia UK. 

All you need to do is record yourself 
attempting to hole your putt and 
upload the video to Facebook.com/ 
NationalGolfMonth and Twitter, 
mentioning @Nat_Golf_Month with the 
hashtag #GetGolfing. Then share it 
with your friends and challenge them 
to make their own putt. 

You can do it on the golf course, or 
anywhere else that takes your fancy. 
Why not simply pop a paper cup on 
the office floor and challenge your 
colleagues to drain one? You can make 
a hole in a piece of paper and try it in 


the park, the shopping centre, down 
three flights of stairs - the more 
imaginative your putt the better. All 
you need is a golf ball and putter. Or 
a broom, saucepan, hockey stick - 
whatever you can lay your hands on. 

You can do it anywhere, with 
anything, whether you’re an 
accomplished golfer or someone who’s 
never held a club before. You’ll be 
going up against not only your friends 
and colleagues, but also the likes of 
victorious 2014 Ryder Cup captain 
Paul McGinley and golf-obsessed 
actress Denise van Outen. 

When you’ve made your putt, text 
PUTT 88 or visit justgiving. 
com/30ftPuttChallenge to make a 
donation to Dementia UK. 

tk 

, How to get involved 




1. Measure out 30-foot. ■ 

2. Putt towards a hole on a 
golf course or a plastic cup 
on the floor. 

3. Register your 
name and video at 
30footputtchallenge.com 

4. Make a donation to 
Dementia UK. 

5. Challenge your friends 
and colleagues to make 
their own 30-footer. 

^ > 


NATIONAL MONTH 

GET GOLFING MAY 2015 


PRO PROPERTIES 


r 

Who lives in a 
house like this? 

While most 21-year-olds are worrying 

about paying off student loans, Jordan 
Spieth has just spent a reported $2. 2m 
on his first pad, a 3,400sqft pile in 
Dallas, with a pool and wine cellar. But 
which of the homes below is Spieth’s? 
And which golf stars own the others? 
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1. Hunter Mahan 2. Tiger Woods 3. Jordan Spie i 4. Rory Mcl 'oy 5. Ian Pou 




EVERY GOLFER COULD USE A 


NEW RED HYBRID. 



©2015 Taylor ‘.'lade Golf Company Limited. All Rights Reserved. Adams Golf is a brand of Taylor Made Golf Company, Inc., part of the adidas Group. 




COURSES 

The world of golf 

The first survey of its kind has counted every single course on earth 


or the first time in history, an 

p official count of the world’s golf 
courses has been compiled, 
and the findings are fascinating. The 
unprecedented report, funded by the 
R&A and 15 of the world’s leading golf 


companies, took 25,000 hours to 
prepare. We now know that there are 
34,011 golf facilities in the world, spread 
across 206 countries. That means only 
33 countries do not have at least one 
golf course. Whilst this stat suggests 


that golf is a truly global game, over 
half of the world’s courses are located 
in North America. The R&A hopes the 
report will make it possible to track 
golf’s growth around the world and 
identify areas of potential development. 


34,011 71% 12,570 


golf courses 
in the world 


are open to 
the public 


Northernmost 
course 

Ulukhaktok 

Golf Course, ^ j 

Canada ^ ^ \ 


18,145 

North 

America 

Contains 53% 
of the world's 
courses, with 
another 200 
underway. 


Southernmost 

course 

Ushuaia Golf Club, Argentina 


people per 
golf hole 


206 33 50 

at least one without one just one 



New courses 

696 under construction or planning 

269 under construction 

427 in planning 

30 % of projects are in Asia 


THERE’S ONE MORE ON ITS WAY IN SCOTLAND... DESIGNED BY THE KING 


With more than 250 

courses under his belt, 
Arnold Palmer is currently 
designing his first in the 
UK - and the 553rd for 
Scotland. 

Construction will begin 
early next year on a second 
layout at Castle Stuart, 


already home to one of the 
UK’s finest courses on the 
shores of the Moray Firth. 

“I have had a strong 
affection for Scotland since 
I first went there in 1960 to 
play in the Open at St 
Andrews,” says the seven- 
time Major champ. “I have 


returned many times since, 
including a memorable 
victory in the Open at Troon 
in 1962. The opportunity to 
build an iconic golf course 
in Scotland would be the 
culmination of all these 
great experiences.” It’s due 
to open in 2019. 



20 ISSUE 334 TODAYSGOLFER.CO.uk 



StewartGolf 

GREAT BRITAIN 


The R1 Push 



The revolutionary R1 Push is the most technically advanced, connpact 
folding, sinnplest to use, stylish trolley on the nnarket. 

The folding systenn for the all-new R1 Push is based on a sturdy rack 
& pinion system, a first for the golf industry. The patent-pending 
design hides the folding nnechanisnn within the bespoke alunniniunn 
alloy franne, dispensing with any external sliding or tensioning parts. 

www.STEWARTGOLF.conn 






GAINING DISTANCE, CONTROL AND 
ACCURACY. WITHOUT SACRIFICE. 

Engineering clubs “Without Sacrifice” requires true innovation fronn our engineers and researchers. 
This philosophy is best represented in the G30, our newest ganne-changing technology. 



G30 IRON 

Built for distance and control 


FORGIVENESS 
AND FEEL 


Perimeter weighting elevates 
the MOI and an elastomer cavity 
badge nsures a solid feel. 


DISTANCE CONTROL 


Thin face generates faster ball 
speeds for more distance 
with predictable results. 


UNDERCUT 
CAVITY DESIGN 

Custom Tuning Port and 
undercut cavity help position 
the CG low-back to optimise 
launch and forgiveness. 


G30 HYBRID 

High launching, 
soft landing. 


G30 FAIRWAY 

Faster face, 
greater distance. 


©2015 PING P.O. BOX 82000 PHOENIX. AZ 850 




THREE DRIVER OPTIONS TO FIT YOUR GAME. 


STANDARD 
Optimised to fit most 
golfers. The preferred 
choice of PING 
professionals around 
the world. 


STRAIGHT-FLIGHT 
TECHNOLOGY 
Weight closer to the heel 
and a lighter swingweight 
produce a right-to-left 
shot bend. 


TEC 


LOW-SPIN 
TECHNOLOGY 
Provides low, stable 
spin and forgiveness 
for golfers with faster 
swing speeds. 


LOW/BACK CG 

Optimises launch 
conditions and increases 
MOI for unmatched 
distance, forgiveness 
and consistency. 


NEW T9S 
TITANIUM FACE 

Hotter face delivers 
higher ball speeds for 
more distance. 


PING 


PLAY YDUR BEST 


BEHINDTHETECH 


The bent 
wedRe 



O bent wedge is normally the result of a 

frustrated golfer taking his anger out on 
his club after one too many duffed chips. 
The DST Compressor Wedge, however, is 
designed with a shaft bent to replicate the shape 
a normal shaft takes at impact. Used as a warm- 
up club or training aid, this forces you into a 
position where your hands lead the clubface 
through impact, creating a crisp, ball-first, 
downward contact. 

It might sound a bit extreme, and the 
appearance takes some getting used to, but 
the DST Compressor Wedge is taking the Tour 
by storm. Henrik Stenson says it’s the first 
club he uses when warming up on the range, 
and the Swede is one of over 35 Tour players 
currently using the bowed wedge. 

If you find yourself using your hands too 
much with chip and pitch shots, resulting in 
inconsistent contact and distance control, 
the DST Compressor Wedge could be the 
answer to your prayers. 


Hands lead 

The curvature of 
the shaft means 
your hands lead 
through impact, 
training the feeling 
of a downward 
strike. 


OUR VERDICT 

There is no doubt that it has the desired 
effect. Your hands are forced so far 
forward - almost uncomfortably so - 
that you have no choice but to favour 
your left side at address and return to 
this position at impact, grooving a 
negative attack angle that makes 
you take ball then turf. We were 
striking our regular irons 
consistently well after warming 
up with it for just 10 minutes. 

A great option for anyone who 
struggles to load the left side 
and strike the ball crisply. 


• Details: £74.95 from 
dstgolf.com. A bowed 
8-iron is also available. 






In good company 

Wedge master Stenson 
uses the DST Compressor 
to warm-up on the range. 


The ideal 

impact 

position 



By Andy Taylor 


Finding a good impact position on a 

consistent basis is crucial to quality 
striking that allows you to trust your 
yardages and find the target. What we 
are looking to avoid is a swing where 
your hands are behind the ball at 
impact. This will give you a positive 
(upwards) angle of attack instead of 
a descending blow that allows you to 
compress the ball. An ascending strike 
is what causes tops and thins and the 
root cause is during the transition. 

The lower half should initiate the 
downswing, allowing your sternum and 
hands to stay ahead of the clubhead. If 
you top or thin it the likelihood is that 
your hands are creating an early 
release meaning they are behind the 
clubhead and your weight is on your 
right side at impact. The DST training 
aid shows you what the correct 


position is and what that 
descending strike feels 
like. However, we all 
have our own way ^ 

of getting into this 
position and it’s 
important you 
find yours. This 
might be pressing 
the hands forward 
and favouring your V 

left side at address 9 

or bumping your 3 

left hip towards 
the target as you ^ 

start down. ^ 

• Andy Taylor, PGA | 

pro at Kirtlington 
Golf Club, Oxford. 


Strike down 

The DST helps 
getyourhands 
ahead of the 
ball at impact. 
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ENGINEERED FROM 
GRIP TO SOLE. 


Glide™ wedges ensure short-ganne performance and trajectory control on shots of every 
distance. The Dyla-wedge grip, CFS wedge shaft and head design combine to deliver 
our most versatile and consistent wedge line ever. Three bounce widths (TS, SS, WS) 



BUILT 


in multiple loft options are designed to fit your angle of attack and turf conditions. 
Get fit today or visit ping.com. You’ll be better for it. 


CFS 


WEDGE SHAFT 

Optimized in weight, flex 
and balance for improved 
control, feel and stability. 


SS 

STANDARD 

SOLE 

Moderate attack 
angle & divots. 


WS 

WIDE SOLE 
Steep angle 
of attack & 
deep divots. 


LOFT-OPTIMIZED GORGE® GROOVES 


MOISTURE- 
REPELLING FINISH 

Chrome-plated 431 SS 
head improves spin 
and consistency 
in wet conditions. 


TS 

THIN SOLE 
Shallow attack 
angle & divots. 


DYLA-WEDGE™ GRIP 

A 3/4''-longer grip with markings at 
1 3/8" intervals encourages 
gripping down for trajectory 
control and versatility. 


FULL SHOTS 
47° - 54° 

A 16° sidewall is optimized to maximize spin 
consistency for control on full shots. 


AROUND THE GREEN 
56° - 60° 

A 24° sidewall and tighter radius help compress 
the ball to maximize spin on short shots. 


PING 

PLAY YDUR BEST™ 


©2015 PING P.O. BOX 82000 PHOENIX, AZ 85071 GM0315 





GAME CHANGED 
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ON THE GAME 

The new face of golf 

Rory replaces Woods as the man sponsors want 


hen the new EA Sports golf 

game is released this June, it 
will signal the end of an era. 
Since 1998, the best-selling golf game 
has always featured Tiger Woods. That 
relationship ended in 2013 after EA 
decided that Tiger’s erratic form meant 
he was no longer the man to generate 


sales, ending a 15-year association that 
yielded £480 million in revenue. 

“Rory appeals to the coolness factor,” 
says Brent Nielsen, the game’s executive 
producer. “Rory becoming the face of 
golf and speaking to a younger 
generation is a big asset.” 

“When you grow up playing golf, you 









never really dreann of being in a video 
game, let alone the guy on the box,” 
says 25-year-old Mcliroy, whose first 
console was the original PlayStation. 

“I grew up idolising the best golfers in 
the world, and now I’m one of them. 
One of the ways I idolised them was in 
video games. Now I am on the cover of 
EA Sports Rory Mcliroy PGA Tour and 
it’s named after me - that is crazy!” 

EA aren’t the only company to see 
Mcliroy’s marketability. “Sponsors will 
trip over themselves to be associated 
with him,” says Mick O’Keeffe, 

Managing Director of Pembroke 
Oommunications. “He could earn in 
excess of £30 million per annum just 
from commercial partnerships. He is 
the number one marketing asset in golf, 
and there is a huge amount of money in 
golf as it is a global game.” 

The new EA game 

The key changes to the first release 
since 2013 have left us very excited: 

• No loading times 

30-second waits will be a thing of the 
past, saving you 10-15 mins per round. 

• Lifelike players 

The players look so true-to-life you’ll be 
tempted to ask for their autograph. 

• Go your own way 

You can play each hole any way you 
want - even from an adjacent fairway. 

• Photo-realistic courses 

The courses look good enough to touch. 


RORY’S SPONSORS 



A 10-year deal worth an estimated 
£15 million per year sees Rory wear 
- and play - Nike. 

Q 

OMEGA 

Another multi-million pound deal 
means Rory is never in danger of 
missing his tee time. 

^ Santcinder 

The world’s fifth largest bank also 
backs sports stars Jenson Button 
and Jessica Ennis-Hill. 



Rory is halfway through a four-year 
deal with the acoustics experts and 
is often seen in their headphones. 


RORY’S VIEW 

“Obviously I’m lucky to be in the 
position I’m in - I get companies 
approaching me. There are so many 
we have to say no to, because we 
can’t go around having 25 sponsors 
- it just doesn’t work. Not with all 
the commitments. 

“It’s up to me, adding up how 
many days my current sponsors are 
looking for. So Nike wants X amount 
of days, Bose want this, Santander 
this. Omega this. So that makes up 
to, say 15 days. Well, that’s 15 days 
when I can’t do what I actually did to 
get me here - practise.” 
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Your say. . . 

Embracing Sky, following darts' example 
and how we could speed up the Tour pros 



LETTER OF THE MONTH 


Clubs must 
embrace the youth 
and their ways for a 
secure future. 


The R&A were risht 



O am new to the game 

and - at 29 - part of 
what is perceived as the 
‘problem demographic’ who 
hold the key to golf’s future. 

The R&A has been ridiculed 
for selling off the rights to the 
Open to Sky Sports from 2017 
and how it will harm the future 
of the game, but I feel the need 
to stand up for them, and 
demonstrate the sport’s need to 
move on to attract youngsters. 

In the modern day, the 
chances of getting youngsters to 
sit and watch hours of coverage 
of any sport are gone (unless 
they are already hooked). A golf 
tournament over four days will 
not get young people through 
golf club doors. The R&A were 
right to take the money and go 
with Sky. It is also worth noting 
how much the BBC spends on 


football rights; they could have 
matched Sky, but their 
priorities lie away from golf. 

Attracting new players is 
about engaging in a modern 
way with a young audience and 
making the game fun. There 
are various YouTube golf 
professionals who do just that 
and create a large following on 
social media. This is where you 
will win over a new audience, 
and it needs to be channeled. 

Golf clubs may not always 
like these ‘characters’ or the 
bright clothes and high-fives 
that come with them, but (as 
long as they’re respectful 
and abiding by the rules) they 
are the future and are able 
to sell the game to a new 
generation. Perhaps it’s time 
to embrace it? 

CHRIS CLARKE 


LETTER OFTHE MONTH WINS 

A putter from Ping's Cadence 
TR range, worth £139 - £209 


TO THE POINT 


What's your 
ambition for this 
season? 

Daz Robson 
Just enjoy being on 
the course. Even 
if it's not going 
well, things could 
be worse. Happy 
golfing everyone! 

Phil Walsh 
The same 
one I've been 
unsuccessfully 
chasing for the last 
10 years: break 80 
and don't have a 
round over 100. 

Gerry Campbell 
Handicap has gone 
from 11.6 to 17.8 in 
recent years. Got to 
practise short game 
because that's 
where shots count 
the most. 

Dave Loan 
Play another two 
championship golf 
courses, as is my 
plan every year. 
Turnberry, Royal 
Liverpool, Troon 
andLythamare on 
the aspirational list! 

Nigeljohn Phillips 
To become more 
consistent off the 
tee. By doing that 
my handicap should 
comedown. 

Paul Wright 
To stop being a 
happy hacker and 
get to 18 or below! 

JonnyHodson 
Get back after a 
long injury lay 
off, represent the 
club's scratch team 
and win the club's 
36-hole scratch 
trophy, Never 
thought I'd play 
again! 



Ladies last 

Do any of your readers, particularly 
ladies, get annoyed and frustrated 
by Sky Sports’ coverage of ladies 
competitions? My wife and I sat 
down to watch the Mission Hills 
Ladies Championship and all 
we got to see was a putting 
competition. Ninety per cent of the 
golf shown was just the players’ 
final putt on each green. I firmly 
believe that we (men included) 
could learn a lot from watching the 
ladies game, if we had the chance. 
ALAN DAVIE 

Make golf like darts 

I think all avid golfers and fans 
know that we need to find a way to 
make golf more trendy to stop the 
continuing decline in the number of 
players in the UK. The big question 
is how do we find that little bit of 
razzmatazz or magic to reinvigorate 
our game, in the way darts has? 

Now I’m not suggesting we have 
half-naked girls dancing around the 
greens or even gorgeous ladies 
holding Tiger’s hand as he strolls 
down the fairway, but most of the 
crowds watching the Premier 
League darts are under 50 and the 
numbers are growing. 

What about ‘knockout golf? A 



Could golf learn 
from the changes 
that have been 
made to darts? 
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tournament starting with 16 golfers, 
in which two golfers go head-to- 
head on a par 5 and par 3, and the 
lowest aggregate scores goes 
through to the next round. All 16 
golfers would play the first two 
holes, then eight would play the 
next two, followed by a semi-final 
over two holes, and then a final 
over holes 7 and 8. It would be 
snappy, fun, and most importantly, 
over in just a matter of hours. 

Just an idea... 

JAMES WHITELEY, KENDAL 

Early bird 

I was concerned by Peter 
Crutchfield’s letter (‘Cause for 
alarm’. May 2015) questioning why 
many of us play early morning. 

Having been on the 1st tee at my 
club (Holme Hall, North Lines) at 
about 8.30am most Sunday 
mornings over the winter I would 
say this to Peter: daylight hours are 
limited so we have to start early. 

Yes, it’s cold: phrases like ‘brass 
monkeys’ and ‘we must be mad’ 
are often heard; yes, we wear 
several layers: yes, the game is a bit 
of a lottery, especially the putting: 
and yes, breath is visible. 



ON THE GO 

Get TG from Apple’s 
Newsstand for iPads/ 
iPhones, Google Play 
for Androids, Barnes 
and Noble for Nook 
and Kobo’s Newsstand 
for Kobo devices. 



Starting early 
leaves the rest of 
the day free. 


But we are with our friends. We 
discuss the weekend’s sport, put 
the world to rights on matters 
political, get the local gossip, hip 
flasks appear at the 7th tee and 
a welcome cup of hot soup is 
available at the halfway house. And 
afterwards the banter continues in 


I Graham Battershill 
i To compete in the 
; transplant games 
i in Newcastle this 
; year and win a gold 
; inthe Golf, which 
i will hopefully give 
; me a chance to 
i participate in the 
; World games. 


the warm clubhouse as we remind 
ourselves how lucky we are to be fit 
and well enough to spend our 
Sunday mornings in this way. 

We go home happy, assist with 
lunch and available for the 
afternoon. Long may it continue. 
CHRIS RABY 


i Brian Taylor 
i Not to choke when 
i on a good score with 
i two holes left. 

I PaulRowles 
I To have at least 
I one round. A bone 
i disease has put paid 
; to my playing for a 
i few years. 



GET TG IN 
YOUR INBOX 

Get tips, news and 
advice to your inbox 
every Monday 
by signing up for 
our Newsletter at 
todaysgolfer.co.uk 


i Michael Walker 
; To teach my 
; daughter (8) and 
i son (4) the game we 
I all love. 

i Jamie Darling 
I To not have 6,345 
I swing thoughts. 


A chipper off the old block 

I was saddened to read John 
Tomsett’s letter (‘Tiger Wood’s 
finished?’ May 2015) regarding 
his failure to find a cure for the 
chipping yips. 

I had also struggled with chips 
near the green and was torn 
between using my putter or 
attempting to chip with an iron. 

Having thinned and duffed many 
a shot I discover the ‘Chipper’ club 
(a Bayhill rescue chipper). It has 
enabled me to play consistent shots 
when the ball is too far off the 
green for a putter, but too close for 
a short iron or wedge. My son Luke 
loathes it and thinks it’s “not a 
proper golf club’’, but it’s given me 
so much consistency. 

I just hope the club is ‘legal’ and 
I know Cleveland make a chipper 
club. Maybe it’s the answer to 
John’s yips. I would not part with 
mine for love nor money. 

GLYN O’SULLIVAN, NEWPORT 

Too slow for kids 

When an angry Rory Mcliroy threw 
his 3-iron into a lake, the press all 
went crazy about the example it 
sets for youngsters. I don’t believe 
what he did was right, but if we are 
looking to encourage kids to take 
up our beloved game, we should 
worry more about them being 
bored into old age by slow play. 

Professionals taking six hours per 
round is too much for children to 
watch. A Saturday club competition 
takes 4.5 hours, so why do the pros 



SOSIKF 

ANNUM GOIF INSURANCE 


O 3 FREE B OUNDS OF BOIF I EMM 
O FREE POKER CHIP RAll IIIARKER 


O 3 FREE MIZUHO BALES 


BUY 

ONLINE 


www.golfcare.co.uk/tga45 phone 0800 158 5515 









Would setting 
tighter time 
limits speed 
up the pros? 


Top tweets ^ 

FROM THEM... 


r 


Max Homa @niaxhonia23 1 


’m in Mcilroy’s new video game that’d be tight. 
But with how my golf game’s been lately u can’t 
play me on the weekends haha #humility 


Ted Scott @jtedscott 

When flying in that middle seat, & fellow 
passengers try to take on YOUR space. Pretend 
to sleep and place your arm on theirs. 



Any fans of retro golf balls out there? Head on 
down to @KirbyGolfClub driving range. You 
never know what you’ll find 


need to take so long, especially 
when they are hitting fewer shots?! 

It’s not just one or two culprits: 
they’re all guilty. We should reduce 
the time allowed. Unfortunately, the 
R&A wouldn’t dare take on all Tour 
players at once. 

Reducing the time it takes to play 
a round would increase the number 
of children watching and playing. 

I also think junior competitions 
should be played over 15 holes 
instead of 18. If we make these 
changes, hopefully we can protect 
our game, before it’s too late. 

ALLAN JAMIESON 

More than a feeling 

Being stuck on a handicap of 20 for 
the last 10 years has been quite 
dispiriting, but hasn’t diminished 
my love for the game. I watch 
copious amounts of videos, showing 
how to align myself, address the 
ball, grip, takeaway, and how to 
follow through. My natural instincts 
have taken a battering over the 
years and I don’t give myself a 
chance to build a solid, consistent 
swing or good scores as I am 
always chopping and changing. 

This really hit home the other day 
when my 11-year-old son, who has 


been playing for two months, 
cracked a 3-wood straight down the 
middle before turning to me with a 
big smile and saying, “What a 
feeling dad!’’ 

I’d almost lost sight of why I love 
golf and it took an 11-year-old to 
make me realise what matters. I’ll 
tee off on Saturday with joy in my 
heart, knowing the true me is back. 
SIMON THORPE, SOUTHAMPTON 

Proud to be a golfer 

The recent sporting news has 
disgusted me, particularly in 
football. The racist behaviour of 
Chelsea fans in Paris was a real 
embarrassment not only to the club, 
but the sport and UK as a whole. 
Then there were reports of sexism, 
spitting and touchline scraps. In a 
modern, multicultural society, I am 
always amazed at the chants and 
language deemed acceptable inside 
a football stadium, even in a 
designated 'family zone’. 

For me, the golfing principles 
I have been brought up with set a 
precedent for respectable behaviour 
in society, and are a credit to the 
game. If only other sports could 
say the same. 

RICHARD JOYCE 


GET IN TOUCH 


■ Write to Today's Golfer, Media House, Lynchwood, 
Peterborough, PE2 6EA or editorial(5)todaysgolfer, co.uk 

Q Like Today's Golfer on Facebook 

Follow @thetodaysgolfer on Twitter 


Ian Poulter @lanJamesPoulter 

1 poor swing, then being abused from drunken 
fans whilst trying to play my 3rd shot twice in 
back swing. #lfyoucanthandledrinkwhybother 


r 


Richard Bland @blandy73 



Watched The Theory Of Everything on the flight 
home! What a remarkable human being 
@stephenhawking_is!! #inspiring 


David Duval @david59duval 

Tough exposing that just because you have 
heard of people doesn’t make them good at 
anything. #Kardashian 


Joe Miler @JoeMillerLDC 


Talking about ball 
compression, so important 
for distance guys, increase 
your AoA and reduce your 
Dynamic loft \\h= BALL I 
SPEED #golf#golfgods 



Graham DeLaet @GrahamDeLaet 

Can we bring back the old @PGAT0UR website? 
I think the sample size is large enough now. 
Maybe cuts ads in half while we’re at it? 


Holly P Clyburn @HPCIyburn 

How people sit at a desk day in day out I don’t 
know #numbass #paperwork 

FROM YOU... 

David @eveld72 

@TheTodaysGolfer 
beautiful sunny day no 
wind, which do you think 
rather be using 


Matt Oakley @MattOakley9 

Perfect timing from @TheTodaysGolfer. Birthday 
and shanks at weekend! 

Follow US on Twitter 

@Thetodaysgolfer 
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Golf is in a prime position to recreate its social side through technology 


® have just been out for an hour-long run. This is not to let 
you know how incredibly awesome I am. Although if you 
could pass that on to anybody you meet, that would be 
great. What I would like to draw your attention to, 
is that I ran alone (except for my dog, who moved 
along at walking pace beside me). Yet at the same 
time I ran with hundreds of people. Because I ran 
with a GPS device and when I returned home 
I uploaded all the information to Strava. 

What is Strava, I hear you say? Or at least the 
three or four of you remaining. Strava is genius. 

It was started by cycling enthusiasts and born, as 
most brilliant internet ideas are, in California. It was 
a website for them to share their cycling routes and 
performances throughout the two-wheeled 
community. You chart your direction and speed on your GPS and, 
if you’re wearing a heart-rate monitor as well, all that information 
is uploaded to the mapping technology on the website or the app. 
You can then see how fast you were going at various points, what 
your heart-rate was doing as you stopped to be violently ill and, 
perhaps crucially, how you did compared to hundreds of other 
cyclists who have done that route, or even just segments of it. 

Strava naturally expanded to running and that’s where you find 
me and my dog. I even once attached the GPS monitor to her collar 
and then threw her frisbee around. Anybody examining that data 
would have thought my running slightly erratic, but also been 
seriously impressed by my top-end speed. 

So you see exactly where and at what pace you’ve run, but there 
is also the feeling of competition. Not only against 
yourself, but against random 
strangers. Which, I confess, brings 
a strange sense of satisfaction. 

And I have been wondering how 
this can be applied to golf. 

I know there are golfing websites 
and programmes out there. The 
most similar to Strava would be the 
website called HowDidiDo, but as far 
as I’m aware it doesn’t quite have 
the same fanatical devotion that 
Strava does for those in lycra or 
trainers. But golf surely lends itself 
perfectly to the idea. 

Indeed, running has stolen one of 
golf’s greatest creations. There is a 
website called RunBritain which logs 


and charts the activities of runners across the country, from 
amateur to professional. People are given a handicap based on 
their performances, using an SSS or CSS (sound familiar?) 

depending on how hard the course was or the 
conditions on the day. Mo Farah currently leads the 
way nationally with a handicap of -i-8. In addition 
there are prizes for the biggest improvers each week. 

Elsewhere in this magazine we are featuring 
golfers who have taken enormous chunks off their 
handicaps. Well on this website they would be given 
a new driver or some such reward for their efforts. 
And possibly be trolled as cyber-bandits. What I’m 
trying to say is that any way of making golf more 
attractive - and interactive - has to be a good thing. 
We know that a vital part of golf for many is 
coming in after your round and swapping stories about how things 
went. But imagine being able to tell every golfer in the world 
about your round. And at the tap of a button you could see who 
has the lowest round at a course on any day, week, month or year. 
You could see how they did it with fairways and greens hit, putts 
taken. OK, so the world might react pretty much like a man at the 
bar, nodding politely while looking at his watch, but expanding and 
connecting with the wider world of golf - the global clubhouse - 
does have potential to add another layer of interest. 

We live in an increasingly interactive world and golf always 
has been one of the most social of sports. So joining in social 
interaction with other golfers online would seem a natural 
progression. Of course, for many people golf is an escape from all 
the noise and clutter of modern life. In many ways it 
is wonderful that golf offers 
something more traditional, firmly 
rooted in the past - its values and 
conduct are something that I hope 
never changes. 

But there is nothing wrong with 
branching out from strong roots 
into every aspect of the new world 
as well. Technology, and the 
possibilities it offers to make sport, 
and golf, more enticing should 
always be explored. 

And with that, I have to go - I see 
there’s a bloke I’ve never met who’s 
just run a faster time on that 
stretch along the canal. 

I must destroy him... 


'Any way of 
making golf 
attractive - & 
interactive 
- has to be a 
good thing' 



Part of the BBC commentary team, Andrew Cotter grew up tackling Ayrshire's links and plays off 3. Follow him on Twitter (@MrAndrewCotter) 
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laser milling 


tour zip grooves 


rotex 2.0 MILLING 


The original Rotex technology changed the face of spin, and we engineered Rotex 2.0 to take spin 
control to the next level. It starts with sharper Tour Zip Grooves for better channeling of debris and 
moisture, creating cleaner contact. Our enhanced 2-pass micro milling pattern is strategically 
designed to add more friction and even more spin. The final step is Laser Milled Technology to 
fine-tune surface roughness across the face. It all adds up to more spin and better scoring 
than ever before, no matter the conditions. This is Spin 2.0. fjg 









^1 Denis 

^Pugh 


Good news: you are just as good as a Tour pro! Well, in some respects. . . 


® olf stats have evolved from the early days of fairways 

hit, greens in regulation and number of putts. The 
sophisticated and comprehensive stats on offer these 
days play a huge role in influencing the way Tour 
pros practise, strategise, and play. 

The PGA Tour uses ShotLink to track every shot 
hit during their events. Players use this data to 
analyse how they perform against their fellow pros 
on a variety of skills, and thus see where they need 
to improve if they want to win more tournaments. 

And believe me, even the world number one wants 
to win more tournaments. These stats have made 
it clear that all Tour pros are actually very similar 
from 150 yards and in. It’s from that distance and 
above that the superstars are better than the 
average pros at hitting the ball close, and 
that’s where their scores start to look very 
different to the players who are usually 
floating around the cut line. 

Even if you’re not fortunate enough to 
play on a tour that tracks your shots for 
you, you can still use data to improve your 
own game. Studies have shown that the best way 
to improve your scores is by driving the ball better. 

Any mention of this on Twitter generates countless 
shocked responses from people willing to bet their 
house that it’s the putter that makes the biggest 
difference, but that is an old myth simply not backed up 
by the data. “Drive for show, putt for dough’’ might rhyme 
nicely, but so does “in the rain, don’t stroke a lion’s mane’’. 
Neither of them are going to make you a better golfer. You 
need to look at the facts, not your emotions. 

“Short game and putting make up just 32 per cent of the 
difference between winners and the rest of the field,’’ says 
Mark Broadie, the leading stats man in golf. “Driving and 
approach shots make up the other 68 per cent.’’ 

Let’s imagine you’re playing a round against a Tour 
pro. You’ve both got a three-foot putt. Most of the time, 
you will both hole it, meaning you’ve matched him on 
that statistic. On the next green, you’ve both got a 
putt from outside 20 feet. Both of you are unlikely 
to make it, so simply two-putting will mean you’ve 
matched this imaginary Tour pro. On putts 
between three and 20 feet, he is likely to 
outperform you, but he won’t make all of 
them and you won’t miss them all. 


Watching golf on TV, it’s easy to assume that pros rattle in long 
putts on almost every green. That’s because watching players 
miss putts from 30 feet and then tap it in doesn’t make for very 
exciting viewing. TV channels show you the 
monster holed putts, because that’s what you want 
to see. If you had umpteen TV cameras covering 
your next monthly medal, jumping from green to 
green to produce a highlights package, you’d get 
your fair share of long holed putts and chip-ins. In 
reality, at distances over eight feet, pros make fewer 
than half their putts. It’s only because of the last- 
gasp nature of putting and the effect a holed or 
missed putt has on your psyche that it is so over- 
rated as a game- improver. 

John Senden (left) holed more putts from 
outside 25 feet than anyone else on the PGA Tour 
last season, but he wasn’t exactly draining them 
on every other hole. He made 30 in the whole 
season, from 99 rounds. Believe me - it’s not your 
failure to hole putts from 25 feet that is stopping 
you from making it on the PGA Tour. 

Where the long game is concerned, it’s a 
different story. If you and Rory Mcliroy are both 
200 yards out, the results are likely to be very 
different. And on the tee, being able to 
bomb it 300 yards down the fairway pays 
dividends. You’ll be hitting a shorter iron 
for your approach, which will give you a 
chance of hitting it close and more chance 
of holing a putt. This isn’t just my opinion; 
the numbers are there to back it up. And yet 
people still think that being a good putter 
makes all the difference. My advice is simple: 
the facts are there for all to see... believe them! 

I am a great believer that the driver is the key 
club. Whatever your current ability, if you can 
start getting yourself in decent positions off the 
tee, the game will start to feel much easier. One of 
the worst and most destructive cliches in golf is 
that “putting is half the game’’. There are very few 
instances when a player can make himself stand 
out from the crowd putting. Good players separate 
themselves by hitting bigger and better drives, 
and capitalising on these by hitting their 
irons closer to the hole. That is what 
makes them better than the rest. 


There are 
very few 
instances 
when a 
player can 


stand out by 
putting' 



Denis Pugh is a Sky Sports pundit, PGA Master Professional and coach to Ross Fisher and Francesco Molinari. Follow him on Twitter (@DPugh54) 
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GIVE YOUR GAMEA^JOLT; 

PinSeeker with JOLT Technology 

Now featured in the TOUR X, PRO X7, TOUR Z6 & TOUR v3 



RNSEEKER 

WITH TECHNOLOGY 

JOLT* Teclinolpgy provides tlie goller with short 
vibrating bursts to confirm PinSeeker is activated and 
the laser has locked onto the flag. JOLT* Technology 
eliminates all doubt. 



“The vibration gives 
immediate confidence 
that you've got the 
distance to 
the flag." 


Lee Westwood 



Get the exact 
distance to the flag* 



THE LASER RANGEFINDER IN PROFESSIONAL GOLF ** 


www.bushnengolf.eu 

J^@Bushnel1Golf 




2VE1UI 



*The retide shown rorresponils to the Pn> X7 Jolt^ Tour Zfi Jolt and Tour X in Non^Slope Mode with the red ret’Kle optioa All ^hnell GPS and laser ran^hnder models^ extepi the Bushnell Pro XT Stope Edition, 
Tour y3 Slope Edition and the Tour X in Slope mode with the red Faceplaite, are iegai to use when USGA & RSA rule l4'3/t).5 is in effect @Z015 B.O.P. S ™ denote trademarks of Bushnell Golf. 

**RBsearth data provided by Darrell Survey (to 2014 





FLIP IT 
& RIP IT. 

Introducing our first-ever front-to-back FLIPZONE™ adjustable 
weight technology. Flip the weight forward for a penetrating ball 


flight that generates more roll. Or, flip it back for a towering flight 


path and carry those hazards that used to get in your head. Its two 


settings deliver the perfect distance and trajectory for your swing. 


Find which setting is right for your 


game at cobragoif.co.uk/fly-z 





SAVING YOU SHOTS 
EVERY TIME YOU PLAY 


EDITED BXJX^E DOWNES 


Improve your shoulder 
turn by using a tee 


Posture check 

Imagine a pin stops 
your chin touching 
your chest. Practise 
it using a long tee. 


TG TOP 50 

JON WOODROFFE 

WORLD OF GOLF, NEW MALDEN 


Advanced 
Fellow of 
the PGA and 
2014 Regional 
Coach of the 


O here are two reasons I often 

see my players with their 
chin tucked into their chest. 
Either they have been told to keep 
their head down or, if they wear 
glasses, they struggle to see the ball 
when they lift their head. With the 
chin down at address it is extremely 
difficult to make a good turn as the 
left shoulder has nowhere to go. It 
will bump into the side of the head 
causing either the swing to stop 
there or the player to then lift their 
head suddenly to make room for the 
shoulder, creating a world of 
problems. 


BUNKERS 


Thegasy way out of sand 


Take the fear out of bunker shots by following these simple tips 



TOUR TIP 

MICHAEL BANNON 

RORY MclLROY'S COACH 


Impact 

You must be positive 
through impact; imagine 
the club is a match and 
the sand is striking paper. 


Set-up 

Adopt a wide base and 
flare your left foot a little 
more than normal to 
help you turn through. 



The only 
teacher the 
world No. 1 has 
ever had and 









a Nike Golf 
ambassador. 


38 ISSUE 334 TODAYSGOLFER.CO.uk 



® mateurs can get into a horrible 

mess in bunkers. I’ve seen 
club golfers try to heave so 
much sand out of a bunker it is as if 
they are shovelling the stuff on a 
building site! In fact, it is a simple 
shot to get right - certainly in terms 
of merely getting the ball out and 


back on the fairway or onto the green. 
In future issues we’ll look at more 
advanced bunker shots but, for now, 
let’s just focus on making sure you 
never leave another bunker shot in 
the sand. Ingrain these simple tips 
into your game and you will 
take the fear out of sand play. 


Finish 

Keep your body turning 
so your chest faces the 
target; it creates a positive 
motion through impact. 


1: Set-up for success 

Open the face of the club before you 
take your final grip. Do NOT take your 
normal grip and then manufacture the 
face open using your wrists. Aim very 
slightly left of target. Now here’s the 
key: have your weight favouring your 
left foot, with your knees ‘punching’ 
towards the target. Next time you’re in a 
bunker, visualise the arrow I’ve drawn in 
the sand here to promote this feeling. 


2: Bounce benefits at impact 

The wedge’s bounce helps the club 
move through the sand without 
digging. You use the sand to create a 
‘corrugated’ effect and explode the 
ball out. You must be positive through 
impact; feel like you are swinging a 
big match and the sand is the striking 
paper. Practise that feeling of ‘striking 
the match’ using only your right hand. 


3: Keep turning, keep the loft 

Keep your body turning so your chest 
faces the target. This helps to produce 
a positiveThove through impact and 
explode the ball out. The other thing 
you are trying to do is to keep the loft 
on the club that we set in the first step. 
You don’t want to turn the clubface 
over at all. You can see here how my 
clubface is still ‘looking’ at the sky. 


MORE TIPS ONLINE 

www.todaysgolfer.co.uk/tips 
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IN THIS CASE, FORGIVENESS 
IS ANYTHING BUT A WEAKNESS 


Fly-Z XL™ features easy-to-hit drivers, fairways and hybrids, and extremely forgiving 
irons that give you unparalleled distance, superior feel and slice-busting consistency 
from tee to green. 


cobragoif.co.uk/fly-z 
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Lean back 
to go long 

Low-shoulder feeling can add yards 


hen it comes to driving, we’ve all 

W seen the ideal set-up positions for 
hitting it long and straight. 
However, your body positions when you 
strike the ball - impact alignment - are 
just as crucial. It is here where my pupil 
and long drive sensation Joe Miller finds 
his distance. At impact the more your 
spine tilts back, the higher your left 
shoulder can be (right handers). In turn, 
this pulls the hands and grip more around 
and up, raising your clubhead speed. The 
key to this sequence is having your head 
behind the ball. Focus on doing this and 
the rest will follow, giving you a quicker 
swing and more yards. 


Faster impact 

I get my players to use 
an impact bag as it 
allows them to swing 
freely and really go for 
it. This grooves a faster 
swing over time. You can 
replicate it at home with 
an old cushion or pillow. 


Low shoulder 

My spine angle lets 
my left shoulder drive 
upwards, pulling the 
hands up and quickening 
the club. You’ll see Long 
Drivers jump at impact in 
an attempt to get the left 
shoulder even higher. 










STRATEGY 


Should you risk a tough pitch, hammer a putt or reach for your hybrid? 





A Senior 
Instructor at 
St Andrews 
Links Golf 
Academy. 


Wedge 

A risk. From 10 shots you 
might get four close but 
six will miss the green. Use 
less loft and more bounce. 
Take a wide stance, stay 
low and keep your hands 
back to stop the leading 
edge digging into the slope. 


Hybrid 

The safest play. The long 
shaft increases the mishit 
risk, so grip down and 
stand close, like a putt. 
Press your hands forward 
slightly, weight favouring 
the left side and focus on 
swinging your shoulders. 


TG TOP 50 

KEVIN HALE 

ST ANDREWS, FIFE 
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our approach comes up just 

X short of the target, rolls off the 
front of the green and down a 
slope. Now you’re left with a tough up- 
and-down and club choice is vital. When 
you’re assessing it think about what your 
aim is. Is it to get the ball really close, or 


just to be on the green? If you’ve got to 
get it really close you might risk a wedge, 
but there’s a chance of getting the strike 
wrong and missing the green altogether. 

A putter is a safer option, but the fact it 
requires a really firm hit increases the 
likelihood of coming up short, particularly 


if you face a really steep incline. Then 
there’s the hybrid. It is something that 
lots of you wouldn’t try, but it’s a very 
useful club. It gives more speed as it’s 
hotter off the face and runs well along the 
floor giving you good consistency and a 
great chance of a putt for par. 



Putter 

A safe play. The only 
danger is leaving it short 
as people often hit long 
putts into the ground, 
killing the pace. To counter 
this move the ball up in 
your stance, lean back a 
little and allow wrist hinge. 




MORE TIPS ONLINE 

www.todaysgolfer.co.uk/tips 
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Pop 'n' Play 
Power 


FREE 

ACCESSORY 

worth up to 
£49 when you 
buy the all-new 
, Hill Billy - 


Lightweight 
2-Click Fold 


Uncompromisingly Simple 




which colour will you choose? 


Available direct at HillBilly.co.uk 
or call us on 01795 413830 




WHands front 


Fault 

Fixer 


CHIPPING 


Change clubs, 
not technique 


Improve your consistency... with a belt 


the belt. To do it you will have to keep 
your hands in front of the clubface 
through impact. Now take your lob 
wedge and play the same shot. The 
ball should go over the belt without 
you having to flip your hands through 
impact. Play every chip this way, 
changing club according to the 
desired trajectory and your 
consistency will improve. 


O see lots of golfers altering 

their chipping technique 
depending on the trajectory 
they want, but there is no need. Take 
two sticks (you could use clubs or 
bags, too) and stand them 18 inches 
apart then wrap your belt around 
them three-quarters of the way up. 
From around eight feet with a 7-iron, 
chip the ball through the sticks under 


Keep your hands 
just in front of the 
clubhead through 
impact with all your 
chip shots fora 
consistent strike. 


tThis is your bar. 
Stay under it for 
chip-and-runs 
with a short iron, 
and go over it for 
high shots with 
a lob wedge. 


TG TOP 50 

ALAN WHITE 

LANARK GOLF CLUB 


Advanced 
Fellow of the 
PGA, former 
Chairman of 
the PGA in 
Scotland. 


PUTTING VIDEO TIPS 

www.todaysgolfer.co.uk/tips 
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TG TOP 50 

GARY NICOL 

TPEGS, ARCHERFIELD 

Tour coach, 
co-founder 
of Tour Pro 
Experience 
Golf Schools 
(tpegs.com) 


PUTTING 

Five rules 
to hole 
more 

Do this and you 
will be knocking 
them in for fun 


utting is the area of 

P the game that 
requires the least 
amount of athleticism, given 
the lack of dynamism involved 
in the action. Therefore, you 
should all be able to become a 
good putter, even if going to the 
gym is something you 
thoroughly disapprove of. What 
we are looking for in all aspects 
of the game of golf is reliability 
and consistency - and putting is 
no different. There are a thousand 
ways to hole putts, but apply the 
following very simple but highly 
effective principles and you’ll be 
holing putts for fun. 


Is your putter 
fitted for you? 

There is so much 
fantastic technology 
out there to help 
ensure your putter 
is set up at the right 
length, loft and lie. 


Arms hang 
naturally 

It might not sound 
like a major factor 
but trust me, get 
this right and your 
natural putting 
stroke will benefit. 
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1: Return to square 

Many golf coaches 
recommend you have 
your eyes directly over 
the ball at address to 
help neutralise the 
path. While I agree 
with this in principle, 
most of the really good 
putters I have studied 
and worked with tend 
to have their eyes 
slightly inside the ball. 
The most important 
factor in putting is 
returning the putter 
face square to your 
intended target line. 
Face angle at impact 
has five times more 
influence on the 
direction the ball 
travels than path. 


I 

Jf 



3: Hit the sweetspot 

Hitting the ball out of the 
middle really shouldn’t be too 
difficult with a putter. Off-centre 
strikes can mean the difference 
between a holed and a missed 
putt. The centre is often marked 


with an alignment aid (A), but 
for reassurance, try this. Tap the 
face on the heel, toe and centre 
and you’ll find the sweetspot 
through the difference in the 
sound and how the putter 
reacts when you locate it. 



2: Get it 
rolling early 

I like to have the ball 
marginally forward of 
centre at address. This 
helps to catch the ball 
ever so slightly on the 
upstroke and gets the 
ball rolling early. The 
shaft is virtually 
perpendicular to the 
ground. If you use a 
forward press to 
initiate your stroke, 
make sure you have 
sufficient loft on your 
putter to counteract 
the de-lofting it 
creates. 


4: Let your 
arms hang 

I’m often asked what 
the perfect putting 
posture is. 

Historically, great 
putters have come in 
all shapes and sizes, 
adopted differing 
postures and have 
their own way of 
doing it but one thing 
they tend to have in 
common is arm hang. 
This image shows my 
arms hanging 
naturally from my 
shoulders without any 
tension. This is such 
an important aspect 
of putting because 
this is where your 
arms naturally want 
to be at address 
AND return to 
through impact. 


5: Get fitted for your next putter 

If you are going to get any club custom fitted, make sure 
it’s your putter. After all, it’s the club you will use more than 
any other, yet I am amazed how few people even consider 
getting a putter built to suit their stroke. 


100s MORE TIPS ONLINE 

www.todaysgolfer.co.uk/tips 
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IAN CLARK 

WORLD OF GOLF, NEW MALDEN 


Advanced 
Fellow of the 
PGA. Master 
Professional 
at World of 
Golf, Surrey. 


MORE TIPS ONLINE 

www.todaysgolfer.co.uk/tips 


IRONS 


TG TOP 50 


Heel heal 

Transfer your 
weight correctly 
and the bottle 
stays in place... 
and your iron 
shots will be 
struck more 
sweetly, more 
often. 


Bottle up 


your ball 


striking 

This drill will help you 
transfer weight correctly 






0 many amateurs I teach are 

5 inconsistent strikers of the ball 
with their irons, hitting shots fat 
or thin. The most common cause of these 
inconsistencies is a failure to transfer their 
body weight properly. This results in them 
getting stuck on the back foot at the point 
of impact. Placing a water bottle behind 
your back foot and trying not to disturb it 
as you turn through forces you to shift your 
hips towards the target. Grooving this 
move will improve your striking. 


The crucial movement 

Roll your right ankle before turning on 
your foot. This initial movement stops 
you from knocking the bottle over 
and makes you transfer your weight 
onto your left in the downswing. 




MIND GAMES 


Can you let it go? 


How many shots does your temper cost you each round? Get it under control 



s club-throwing goes, Rory 

j Mcliroy’s effort at the WGC at 
□oral was a pretty good one and 
in the world of instant communication his 
3-iron had barely touched the bottom of 
the lake before the video had gone viral. 

From club golfers to Major winners, if I 
think back to some of the players I have 
worked with and consider what element of 
their mental game has cost them the most 
I would say anger. I’ve worked with one 
top player who, by his own admission, 
estimates angry outbursts and subsequent 
dropped shots have cost him in excess of 
£10 million over his lengthy career! 

I have seen golfers hit one bad shot at 
the beginning of a round and sulk for the 
next four hours - not speaking, banging 
clubs, swearing and generally torturing 
themselves and their playing partners. 

Think about how much anger has cost 
your game over the years? How many 
times has an emotionally charged 
outburst cost you three or four vital shots? 
You work on improving your putting stroke 
or stopping your slice to save shots but 
how many shots do you throw away in the 
course of a year because you have never 
worked on dealing with anger? 

No matter how good your swing 
becomes you will always hit bad shots. If 
a number of bad shots trigger strong 
emotional outbursts you are in a vicious 
loop of insanity that can be very difficult 
to get out of. The problem with anger and 
golf is there is no natural release for the 
emotion like there is in other sports. 

You can’t run faster, tackle harder or 
punch quicker like you can in football, 
rugby or boxing. In golf there is just you, 
the course and that damn ball - and the 
big problem with anger is that it 
makes us stupid. 

When we get angry our 
ability to think clearly and 
make rational decisions is 
severely compromised in a 
game that demands that 
very skill. As anger reigns 
supreme our brain is hijacked 


as the part of the brain 
we use to make logical 
decisions is sidelined by 
the part more interested 
in survival. This fight or 
flight response is one of 
the reasons we have 
survived as a species, but 
it is positively deadly for 
our ability to shoot low 
scores. Sports psychiatrist. Dr Steve Peters, 
who worked with Olympic cyclists Victoria 
Pendleton and Bradley Wiggins, created the 
now well-known metaphor of the ‘inner 
chimp’ and how managing it was central 
to sporting success. When the chimp is 
roaming we come off a bogey and go for a 
3-wood requiring a precise draw into a 
tight pin with water in front 
on the next hole. The 


'One top player 
estimates angry 
outbursts 
have cost him 
£10 million' 




Chuck it in 

Don’t let a few 
poor shots during 
a round ruin your 
entire game. 


initial dropped shot and 
angry outburst now spirals 
into a run of holes that 
destroys the day. The 
problem with golf - and 
the joy of it - is the fact 
that every shot has a 
direct consequence to our 
overall score. We can’t get 
away with mistakes as 
they go down on the card and when anger 
is running your brain does stupid things. 

So what’s the solution? 

In my experience it can be a simple two- 
step process. You won’t eliminate anger, 
but you can manage it: 

• Step one is a ‘pre-round commitment’. 
Write down that, while you are committed 
to doing all you can on every shot, you are 
going to accept and deal with the result, 
whatever it is. The very act of writing this 
down beforehand strengthens the intention 
and makes it more likely you’ll do it. 

• Step two is a very simple, but 
deceptively powerful question. When I 
am working with top players we often 
talk about the importance of ‘quality 
questions’. These powerful tools make 
you focus on what you want to achieve 
as opposed to what you don’t. The 
simple question I want you to use when 
you feel your inner demons rising up is: 

Could I let this go? It then becomes a 
choice. You can either keep raging or 
get back to what you need to focus 
on. This question is a powerful 
‘pattern interrupt’ and you 
will feel even sillier than 
normal later on if 
you choose to 
keep the 
anger. 



TG TOP 50 

KARL MORRIS 

WWW.THEMINDFACTOR.COM 

Karl has 
worked with 
Major winners 
including 
McDowell and 
Oosthuizen. 
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BASICS 

Swing 
around 
the circle 

It's a great way to visualise it 


O he ‘Circle Swing’ is a concept that 

confirms the best ideas are often the 
simplest. Imagine yourself addressing 
a ball while standing in the middle of a circle. 
The clubhead and ball are sitting on the 
perimeter and its radius is from your sternum 
to the clubhead. Make a swing and visualise 
the clubhead tracking the circle throughout 
its journey around the body. In reality the 
clubhead won’t follow a perfect 360 degrees, 
but play along with that idea. It may be 
simple, but the Circle Swing is a profound 
basis for learning the golf swing and helps us 
create a range of desirables, including optimal 
plane, great rhythm and flow, timing, width, 
and freedom from technical thought. 


• • 


• Flow 

Notice that there are 
no breaks in the circle 
as the swing should be 
a continuous motion. 
Have no swing thoughts 
other than the club 
tracking the circle all 
the way around. 




Radius 

The swing’s radius is 
strongly influenced by 
the arms. If the clubhead 
stays on the circle’s 
perimeter the arms 
extend naturally (left arm 
back, right arm through) 
and the swing’s radius 
takes care of itself. Focus 
on keeping the clubhead 
on the perimeter and the 
swing will become wider. 



Circumference 

If the clubhead - 
which automatically 
starts on the 
perimeter of the circle 
- can stay on it, you 
will create the feeling 
of ‘room’ in your 
swing, allowing the 
body to move freely 
leading to great body 
mechanics. Feel like 
the body responds as 
the clubhead tracks 
the circumference. 
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.. more; than you cah chew, you’ll -end , ■ 
* *- up staying m the heather. My advice 


Sand scenario 

As you would with 
a bunker shot, keep 
your weight on your 
lead side to get a 
steep angle of attack 
into the ball. 




ESCAPE TIPS 


Go 

hell for 
heather 


Playing out of heather 
is damage limitation 


Chop, chop 

You want to get 
your weight slightly 
forward and leave the 
clubface a little open, 
to counteract the 
hosel twisting. 


O he best piece of advice 
I can give? Don’t find the 
heather in the first place! 

, ;> There is plerity of it around Royal 

County Down and although it looks 
colg^ it is tricky to i^scape from. 


is to-opt for a sand wedge or /' 
pitching wedge and get the Ijall 
back in play as soon as possible. 


TG TOP 50 

KEVAN WHITSON 

ROYAL COUNTY DOWN 




An Advanced 
Fellow of 
the PGA who 
came to Royal 
County Down 
in 1992. 
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All in sync 

DJ’s arms move away from his 
body in the early part of the swing, 
but he still manages to keep the 
clubhead outside his hands. 



Athletic address 

Dustin is a superb athlete and this is 
reflected in his set-up. It’s a fantastic 
starting position - knees flexed, bent 
forwards from the hips, arms hanging. 


First move down 

This is a brutally powerful position 
that can only be achieved by 
someone with tremendous athletic 


Into impact 

The left wrist has now lost a lot of the 
bowed or arched look it had at the top of 
his swing, helping the clubface square 
up. The right forearm now points at the 
ball ready to unleash a crushing blow. 


Copy this move 

This is a great position to 
copy. The shaft is right on 
plane, horizontal to the ground 
and parallel to the target line. 


Take that, ball! 

Boom! Impact sees a huge 
amount of hip clearance and 
really active footwork. This 
gives tremendous space for 
his arms to swing freely. 







ability. The hips have moved deeper 
(further back) than they started as 
he loads into the ground. 




SWING SEQUENCE 


How he does it... Dustin Johnson 


TG TOP 50 

ADRIAN BISHOP 

PGA NATIONAL COACH 



PGA 
National 
swing and 
coaching 
tutor based 
in Somerset. 


O e is one of the fittest, strongest and 

longest players on the PGA Tour - and 
after a six-month suspension from the 
game, Dustin Johnson now has the desire that 
could make him truly great. His recent WGC win at 
Doral was the first step on that journey. Under the 


watchful eye of coach Butch Harmon, DJ has honed 
a wonderfully controlled swing that produces tons 
of clubhead speed. He is first in driving distance on 
tour (an unbelievable 317.3 yards average so far this 
year), but these days there’s a lot more to his game 
than pure power. 
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Perfect plane 

As a result of the takeaway his 
hands are now directly in front 
of his chest with the shaft on 
a perfect plane pointing at the 
ball-to-target line. 



High left arm 

At the top of the swing the left 
arm is in a very high position, 
much steeper than his shoulder 



Bowed left wrist 

Dustin’s left wrist is very bowed and 
generally leads to a closed clubface, 
which can be seen here. You’d expect 
to see the face parallel to the back 
of the left forearm, but his 



Powerful release 

A beautiful release sees 
both arms extended and the 
clubhead as far away from 
him as it is possible to get. 



Stay connected 


Finish in balance 



As the ball flies down the 
fairway Dustin’s arms and 
club are right in front of his 
torso. This is a beautifully 
connected position. 


A beautifully balanced finish that 
sees the weight completely loaded 
into his left side, arms folded and 
relaxed with the body fully 
V .V turned to the target. 




Create a sound 
set-up and 
posture 

Get your weight evenly 
balanced between the feet, 
bend forward from the hips 
allowing your arms to hang 
freely and then finally flex 
the knees so the weight 
loads into the quad muscles. 


Don't worry 
about the 
textbook 

Dustin has several personal 
swing characteristics, 
but it works as all the 
components match up, 
like his fast body rotation 
helping compensate for the 
closed clubface. 





Power comes 
from the 
groundup 


Dustin is about as good as 
it gets at developing power. 
He does this like all good 
players by moving each bit 
of his body in the correct 
order - legs, hips followed 
by torso, arms and the club. 


HIS 2015 TOUR STATS 


^ 69.69 Scoring average (3rd on PGA Tour) 
50.67% Driving accuracy (205th) 

317.3 Driving distance (1st) 

65.63 Greens in regulation (112th) 
1.533 Strokes gained: Total (8th) 

7 Official World Ranking 

(after WGC Cadillac Championship) 
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Reader offer 



TAYLORMADE TOUR PREFERRED 
BALLS FOR EVERY READER 



FREEPHONE 0800 665 439 QUOTE TOUR’. 
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Pay just £1.99 
to cover postage 
and we will send 
you a sleeve of 
TaylorMade's 
latest tour-level 
balls, worth £11.24 


eVe teamed up with TaylorMade 

to give you the chance to try a 
sleeve of their new Tour Preferred 
balls - as used by Justin Rose, Sergio 
Garcia and Dustin Johnson. 

Designed to meet the demands of the 
best players in the world, TaylorMade says 
the TPs achieve the best tee-to-green 
performance on the market. They now 
have a softer and more durable urethane 
cover for more greenside control. They 
offer more distance and a softer feel, with 
controlled iron spin throughout the bag for 
consistent performance into the green and 
a more penetrating flight into the wind. 


Terms and conditions: You will be required to pay £1.99 by 
debit/credit card to cover the cost of postage unless you 
upgrade to a 3 issue trial subscription, which the first 
payment required will be for £3 by direct debit, which will 
cover your magazines and the postage of the balls. 

This offer is limited to the first 5,000 responders and to 
one sleeve per household, after which no more orders will 
be taken. The offer starts April 13, 2015 and closes on May 
14, 2015 or when the total limit of 5,000 is reached. No 
employees of Bauer Media or any other companies involved 
in this promotion are eligible to enter. You will be asked to 
leave your contact details for further communication from 
Today’s Golfer. Our call centre is waiting to take your order 
and is open on Monday to Friday 9am to 8pm and Saturday 
and Sunday 9am to 6pm, the cost of the call is free from a 
BT landline but mobiles may vary. Bauer Media does not 
accept responsibility for application forms lost, delayed or 
incomplete. The offer is only available to residents of the 
UK mainland and Northern Ireland. Calls may be monitored 
or recorded for training purposes. 




THE CLOSING DATE IS MAY 14, 2015 
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BIG INTERVIEW 



fe^r^esson se ven-y ear-old to Major glory, coach 
™c>iT:};ias been at Mcllroy's side every step of the way 




. . .■• 

■T!-t'^K* ^ ■ ' rV: 


l^t is no secret that Rory Mcliroy was 
a big fan of Tiger Woods as he grew 
up on the shore of Belfast Lough in 
^ P Holywood, Northern Ireland. And in his 
natural talent, his prodigious early 
I , achievements and his increasingly brawny 
^ - physique there are significant similarities 
H^b^/veen the two outstanding players of the 
^Ffetqifarter of a century. He even chose to 
^ play Nike clubs, just as his idol did in 1996. 
i,^^^But there^re differences, too, one of the 
5^ biggest being their different approach to 
coaching. Woods t^urned pro in 1996 and 
^ ^ after unprecedented success over eight 
^1^ years, split with Butch Harmon. He is now on 
his fourth full-time coach. 

Mcliroy, on the other hand, shows no sign 
whatsoever of parting company with Michael 
Bannon, who has guided his golf swing for so 
long that it w^^fiewho used to cut down 
irons for him when he was a bairn. 

When Mcliroy turned pro in 2007, many 
expected the world’s most feted amateur to 
seek out a big name on the Tour coaching 
circuit. Certainly, the list of those interested 
in the task of keeping an eye on his swing 
will not have been a short one. 

But Bannon has been by Mcllroy’s side 


from the days when 130 yards represented a 
tremendous drive to the youngster, right 
along to the four-week spell during 2014 
when he won two Majors. 

The partnership is patently working, and 
one only needs to spend a short amount of 
time in Bannon’s company to understand 
why Mcliroy places such faith in him. TG 
was fortunate to do just that as Bannon 
helped his man tune up for the new season. 

It was the second occasion we had met, the 
first being in the more prosaic and chilly 
surroundings of Bangor GC just days after 
the Boy Wonder’s demolition job on the 2011 
US Open at Congressional. 

There might have been four years 
between meetings - Bannon does not seek 
publicity - but the same friendly, engaging, 
humorous, modest demeanour was just as 
evident in 2015 as it was back then, when 
his working environment was a small but 
characterful pro shop next to Bangor Golf 
Club’s clubhouse and a large but hardly 
Tour-calibre practice range. 

Having since left Bangor to give Mcliroy 
his full attention, spending his life jetting 
around the globe with one of the world’s 
most celebrated athletes has not made even [ 
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a hint of a dent in the personality Bannon 
was born with. 

So, when we phoned ahead to say we were 
running a minute or two late for our 
appointment, he sympathetically agreed that 
the traffic was bad. When we eventually 
turned up in a small hire car that had seen 
much better days, he asked if it was ours with 
a little smile and a raise of an eyebrow that 
suggested he was quite glad not everyone in 
the new world he inhabits was chauffeured 
around in ludicrously shiny new saloons (then 
happily threw his Nike Tour bag across the 
back seat and hopped in the passenger seat). 

You probably don’t need to be told that 
this kind of humility is fairly rare in the 
increasingly precious world of Tour golf. 

It is not difficult to imagine that Mcliroy 
welcomes and enjoys this kind of grounded 
presence, a link with his solid upbringing and 


Look and learn 

Bannon keeps an 
eyeonhispupil 
ontherangein 
Dubai this year. 


'I thought he'd get to 
scratch about 12, but 
you never know how 
good they'll be until 
they start winning' 


if the young charge will want to disappoint his 
long-time master. It might sound crazy to 
suggest - although Mcliroy himself might be 
one who agreed - but Rory might need 
Michael more than Michael needs Rory. 
Neither will be thinking of it that way though, 
because theirs is a special relationship. 
Listening to how they created it - and how 
they maintain it - is an education... 


How did it all begin? 

I lived across the road from Rory’s parents 
and I went to their wedding. Gerry was a 
scratch golfer at Holywood, where I was the 
pro. Then along came Rory and he loved golf 
right away, chipping and putting all day in the 
summer even though he wasn’t a member at 
that stage. He joined when he was eight, but 
I moved to Bangor Golf Club. Rory came to 
practise there and that’s when we started to 
create his swing together. 


When did you know he was going to be good? 
I thought he’d get to scratch about 12, but you 
never know how good they’ll be until they 
start winning competitions. He won the World 
Under 10s but it was when he kept winning 
aged 14 and 15 I thought he had a chance. 


In these early years, how much did you have 
to work on his swing? 

It’s a swing that is natural to Rory, so we only 
ever made small adjustments. When he was 
11 his swing was a little upright, then it got a 
bit ‘in behind’ him when he was a teenager. 

He was playing well at that time so we just 
left it for a while even though he was aware of 
it. Then we tackled it at the right time. I know 
from playing myself that sometimes you need 
to be left alone. His swing got a little flat at 
times and a flat swing relies too much on 
consistency, so he could have got away with it 
when his timing is good, but you can’t rely on 
it all your life and win big events. 


of parents - Bannon went to their wedding - 
who worked multiple jobs to fund his golf 
career. And while Bannon’s coaching method 
is not soaked in trendy jargon or complicated 
by ego, he can analyse a golf swing between 
blinks of an eye. When TG went off for coffees 
midway through our instruction shoot, we 
returned to find photographer Warren - a 
lapsed five handicapper - hitting balls with 
Bannon enthusiastically advising between 
shots. Warren’s soft draw had been relocated! 

Lots of coaches ‘know’ the swing of course. 
But no-one knows Mcliroy’s as well as the 
56-year-old and, probably more importantly, 
no one knows how to communicate with him 
as effectively. What’s more, one suspects 
Mcliroy leans on his coach as much for 
psychology - Bannon would no doubt 
describe it as common sense - as he does 
for technical matters. It might go further. It 
would not be a surprise if the man who was a 
good enough player himself to have finished 
runner-up to Padraig Harrington in the 1998 
Irish PGA Championship is also an unwitting 
moral conscience to the World No.l. 

Having known him all his life, it is doubtful 


Did his seamless transition from top amateur 
to Tour winner surprise you? 

After the Walker Cup we were talking about 
going to the next stage of Tour School. He 
told me ‘don’t worry about that. I’ll get my 
card in one of the tournaments coming up’. 
He did have some invites for Tour events 
coming up but... Well, he was third in the 
Dunhill Links and basically got his card. That 
to me was amazing. 


BIG INTERVIEW 



'He was third in the 
Dunhill and basically 
got his card. That to 
me was amazing' 

Do you notice individual swings that he 
makes during a tournament and then later 
ask him about them? 

Yes. ril ask what ‘went on with the swing on 
the 3rd tee?’ and Rory will feed back what he 
was thinking and what he was feeling. We will 
really look into something when it becomes a 
more regular occurrence. If it’s one-off we’ll 
probably ignore it, if it starts happening 
regularly we’ll look into it properly. We also 
get really good feedback from JP (caddie) as 
well. But the best feedback is from the player, 
it always is - as long as they are honest 
enough... and Rory always is. He’ll say Tm 
not hitting this properly’ so we’ll concentrate 
on that aspect of the game, while also 
keeping an eye on other aspects of the game. 

Is he getting to know his own swing better? 

Of course. Definitely. No doubt. As he goes on 
he is getting to know more and more and it is 
becoming more simple to fix if anything does 
go a little wrong. He is into the technical side 
a bit more now, more than he used to be - he 
understands what does what and what keeps 
what stable, what moves and what doesn’t 



move. He’s very knowledgeable now in fact, 
about the positions he needs to be in. 

Is a grasp of technique essential for a player? 

It’s important for a player to have an 
understanding of the swing. . . as long as you 
don’t overthink it or over-worry about it. My 
ethos is that it is important, but you don’t want 
to be over aware. Even more so for amateurs! 

Would you work with another player? 

(Quick as a flash) No, no, just Rory. -- 

Has your relationship changed 
down the years? 

No, not really. Rory is just 
the same as he always 
was, albeit he is now 25 
and he has matured 
into a man. He is not a 
young fella anymore, he 
has settled down now. 

I have seen him grow up; 

I have seen him stay exactly 
the same as he always was. 

He has not changed a bit. 

Do you two ever disagree with 
each other? 

Sometimes. It might be my 
concerns about a certain thing 
he would be trying out. I would 
say ‘are you sure about this?’ 
and he would maybe try it and 


^BANNON ON... 


Feeling the heat 



“Rory has such a great talent 
that I have felt an immense 
responsibility for many years. 

It has made me nervous 
sometimes, that I have to make 
sure I am telling him the right 
things because I could see what 
he was capable of doing. I have 
been awake at night making sure 
I’ve told him the right things.” 


Rory s key strengths 


He has great great 
symmetry, great lines and 
great flow to his swing. 
These are nothing knew, 
these have been the 
fundamentals of the game 
for years.” 


Honing a superstar 


“I saw this swing in Rory. 
He had the ability to do it, 
I just had to nurture it. All 
I’ve done is tweak it 
along the way and with 
the amount of practice 
he’s done it’s worked 
out fine.” 
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BIG INTERVIEW 


then he’d say he’d try it another way. 
Sometimes, but not often. We are almost 
always on the same hymn sheet. Everything is 
done in consultation with Rory. Sometimes I’ll 
ask him to do something and he’ll say to me 
‘no, don’t get that, I need a different feel’ so I’ll 
think of one. He’ll go away and practise it and 
come back and say ‘I can do it now’. 

Was it is a difficult decision to go full-time 
with Rory? 

No, because it actually gives me more time at 
home with my family. Yes I am on the road 
with Rory for a few weeks of the year, but the 
rest of the time I can be at home. When I was 
at Bangor, I was never at home! And the big 
advantage is that I can be with Rory when he 
wants me to be there. We can make sure he is 
on track at certain points in the year. 

Do you have a fixed schedule with him? 

Normally at the start of the year we set a 
schedule for the first three to four months. Dr 
Steve McGregor and I are the team that goes 
with Rory, along with JP [caddie]. We’ll decide 
together what we will do and when. He and I 
are the performance team - that’s what Rory 
calls us! Dr Steve does all the biomechanics, 
nutrition and fitness - and he’s a good man. I 
am the swing mechanic and he’s the body 
mechanic. 

Are you a nervous spectator? 

Earlier on I was more nervous, but I realised 
there was no point in getting worked up. What 
will be will be. I follow him round, watch every 
shot, and love to be out there watching. And 
there’s no difference to being at home or at 
the course - you are still as concerned. You’re 
watching your player, you have concern for 
them... but I’m not as nervous as I used to be 
because you are watching to analyse so you 
can feed back to your player. 

You must feel great pride at his results? 

Yeah, oh yeah. The big thing for me, I think, 
is that one morning a couple of months ago 
I woke up and thought ‘Rory has won The 
Open’. On our side of the water, every wee 
boy growing up says every putt is ‘for The 
Open’. It’s not for the Masters or the PGA or 
the US Open. It’s for The Open. That was the 
big moment for me, especially after all the 
crack about him not being able to control it in 
the wind and keep it low. Nonsense. Rory is 
one of the best wind players I have ever seen. 

And this is surely just the start of the story? 

It has been a gradual progression: he won a 
few tournaments, then he was in the Majors 
and then you are with him when he won 
them. You’re in the mix and you’re with him 
and before you know it, it becomes normality 
and you aren’t thinking about it. If he wins a 
few more it would be lovely, great. You know? 



Claret hug 

Seeinghisman 
win The Open 
hasbeenone 
ofBannon's 
biggest thrills. 



THE FOUR WISE MEN GUIDING RORY’S CAREER 


Dr Stephen McGregor 


T helifelongteac her 

" I always wanted him to go 
away from a lesson with 
justonething. Rory listened 
and was very good at taking 
the lesson home and coming 
backhavinglearned." 


Thef aithf ul caddie 


|P Fitzgerald 


Rory says: "JP has been on 
my bag since the middle of 
2008 when 1 was 200 thin 
the world. He'sbeen with me 
through everything, and is 
one of my closest friends." 


He'sworkedwith 
*ManchesterCityand 
directed Lee Westwood's 
physical transformation. 
He started working with 
Mcllroyin2010. 


The role model dad 


Gerry Mci 


"Rory's parents are the 
biggest reasons he is the 
way he is,"says Darren 
Clarke. "They are normal, 
down-to-earth and 
genuinely nice people." 


Rory wants a stable 
backroom team, so he can 
focus purely on the 
business of winning 
golfsbiggesttitles. Coach 
Michael Bannonleadsthe 


way,butthere is solid 
support elsewhere. 
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Goll^idder 

Buy. Sell. Part-Exchange 


Stocking Europe^ largest range of used 
getting equipment online & instore 


^ 12 fVliorrtti Guarantee on usoef items 
y 7 Day. rTC7=T:^.Lil,to0 retui'ns; 



pjfwoy 


USED, FOR JUST £328 


Why buy new? 

When you can get all of this 


Bay UK 


www.golfbidder.co.uk 


+ Sell them back to us when you’re done 



Get an Online Quote Post ft, or we collect Cash or instore credit! 


* Price of used products correct at time of print, subject to availability. All clubs are in ‘good’ (7/1 0) condition 




Back on track 

Golf has made a huge 
difference to the 
lives of (1-r) Andy 
Stevens, Mike Brown 
and Tom James. 
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ON COURSE FOUNDATION 


GOLF HAS CHANGED 

OUR LIVES 



How the recovery of injured and sick service 
personnel is being helped by the game 


O ’m at the Welcombe Hotel 

and Golf Club, Warwickshire, 
where I have just watched 
Tom James launch an arrow-straight 
drive 220 yards down the middle of 
the fairway, and I am in awe. You might 
be thinking that 220 yards isn’t an 
overly impressive distance, but Tom is 
a mightily impressive individual. A 
former fusilier, he was injured in 


Afghanistan in 2009 by an improvised 
explosive device (I ED) planted in a tree. 
Waking from a coma two weeks later, 
Tom’s journey to recovery would be a 
long one. The explosion cost him his 
sight in one eye, necessitated an 
amputation at his right elbow, and saw 
him lose several fingers in his left hand. 
Now that drive seems a bit more 
impressive, doesn’t it? “I had attempted 
to play golf with two arms and two 
eyes, but couldn’t hit a ball,” he jokes. 

Eighteen months ago, Tom’s 
recovery officer suggested he contact B 








ON COURSE FOUNDATION 



the On Course Foundation, a charity that uses 
golf to aid the physical and nnental recovery of 
injured service personnel. “I went along to a 
one-day taster event and saw how well others 
with one arm were hitting the ball. It made me 
think, ‘If they can hit it like that, why can’t I?’ 

I stuck with it and I’ve been to nearly every 
event for the last 18 months.” 

The On Course Foundation was the 
brainchild of John Simpson, former senior 
vice president of International Management 
Group (IMG) and erstwhile manager of Nick 
Faldo, Bernhard Langer, Vijay Singh and Greg 
Norman. Simpson suffered polio as a child, 
which curtailed his pursuit of sporting 
excellence in all his favourite sports other than 
golf. “Golf helped me so much throughout my 
life, and I realised it could really help some of 
these guys on their road to recovery,” he says. 
“I wanted to give something back, so it made 
perfect sense for me to set up the On Course 
Foundation. It’s fantastic. They come along, 
not knowing what to wear, what to do, or what 
the rules are, but thanks to our fantastic 
coaches, almost everyone hits that ‘wow’ shot 
in their first hour, and they’re hooked.” 

Simpson launched the Foundation in 2010, 
and it has since helped over 380 wounded, 
injured and sick service personnel and 
veterans. “85 per cent had never played golf 
before,” says managing director Steve Holt. 


'I was going down 
a slippery slope; 
then I found the On 
Course Foundation' 

“We give them a one-day introduction to golf, 
where PGA pros teach them the basics, and if 
they like it, they attend a three-day session. 
The intent is to get them to a decent level, so 
they can join a club and get a handicap.” 

PGA Master Professional Alasdair Barr is 
in charge of the coaching attendees receive. 

“I taught a world number one [Luke Donald] 
for five years before he went to America,” he 
says, “and I get more pleasure doing this.” 

The Foundation offers more than just some 
golf skills and entry into the game. “The 
proposition is getting them meaningful, full- 
time employment within the golf industry,” 
says Holt. “There are 75,000-80,000 jobs in 
the UK related to golf; servicemen and women 
have got so many skills that are transferable. 

“The average age of guys we come into 
contact with is 23. If you’re discharged from 
the army in your mid-20s, you can’t just do 
nothing for the next 40 or 50 years. It’s quite 
scary the percentage of homeless people and 
prison population who are ex-service, because 


they just haven’t found the right safety net. 

We can provide that safety net for them.” 

Thirty-seven-year-old Mike Brown was 
injured in Iraq in 2011, before a recurrence 
during pre-deployment training in 2013 
eventually led to him having his left leg 
amputated. “I’d never played golf before, but 
I fell in love with it at the taster session,” he 
says. Mike’s passion and sporting prowess (he 
was an accomplished motocross rider before 
his injury) have seen him go from novice to an 
8-handicap in less than 18 months. 

“It’s completely changed my life,” he says. 

“I was going down a slippery slope, into 
depression. This has given me a new lease 
of life. I won the medal at my club at the 
weekend with a net 66.” 

The Foundation has helped secure 12 
permanent jobs for ex-service personnel, and 
Mike is one of over 30 individuals to secure 
a work placement through the charity. “I’m 
currently doing a three-month internship in 
operations management: it’s definitely 
something I want to get into long-term.” 

Not all of the injuries are physical. Andy 
Stevens served for over 30 years before the 
array of disturbing things he’d seen caught up 
with him, resulting in post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD). “The care you get in the 
service is very good,” he says, “but once 
you’re discharged, you’re on your own. 
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“I started golf a decade before I had my 
breakdown. The golf course was the only 
place I could find real peace. There is 
enough to think about on the course to 
keep me busy thinking about my game, 
which stopped me thinking about anything 
else. I only ever played on my own, though.” 

An experienced golfer, Andy was fast- 
tracked onto a three-day session. “Everyone 
was so welcoming and non-judgmental. 

I met other PTSD sufferers and realised that 
I was not on my own. Having a support 
network who understand what you’ve been 
through is incredibly important.” 

“The guys tell us the Foundation gives 
them a reason to get out of bed,” says Holt. 
“In some cases, it gives them a reason to 
live. It sounds morbid, but I do think some 
of these guys wouldn’t be here - due to self- 
harm - if they hadn’t had the opportunity to 
make a fresh start through golf.” 

The Foundation maintains close links to 
the United States services, and a Ryder 
Cup-style match takes place each year. 
Those selected for the most recent match, 
at Congressional in 2014, had the honour of 
meeting Arnold Palmer, who serves as a 
patron for the charity. “I was profoundly 
moved by their courage and determination 
in facing enormous adversity,” says the 
seven-time Major champion. “To see that 
our game can be used as an integral tool in 
the rehabilitation of soldiers from around 
the world fills me with great pride.” 

Andy has found the support network 
and regularity of events plays a vital role in 
mediating against the most serious dips 
in mood. “It stops you dropping too far 
into depression,” he says. “You’ve 
always got the next event to look 
forward to. All of us in the On Course 
Foundation recognise how good it is for us. 
As far as I’m concerned, the more people 
we can get into the Foundation, the better.” 



The On Course 
Foundation’s 
success so far... 

381 

MEMBERS 

85% 

NEVER PLAYED 
GOLF BEFORE 
THEIR INJURY 

80 

EVENTS SINCE 
ITS INCEPTION 

1000 

ATTENDEES 
ACROSS ALL 
THEIR EVENTS 

34 

GOLF WORK 

EXPERIENCE 

PLACEMENTS 

12 

FULL-TIME 
JOBS SECURED 




DESIGNER GOLF CLOTHING BY IAN JAMES POULTER 



HORIZONTAL PAHERN: 

Unique texture orientation for 
supplemental lateral traction 


FULL CORD PERFORMANCE: 

A layer of cotton cord provides 
added traction, control and 
all-weather performance 
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SOFTER, COMFORTABLE FOUNDATION: 

The ACE (Advanced Cohesive Elastomer) 
bottom layer is slightly softer and offers 
exceptional vibration dampening 



TACKY, FIRMER OUTER LAYER: 

A second layer of ACE material provides 
grip stability and a super-tacky feel to 
promote light grip pressure 


For more information visit Lamkin.co.uk 






Britain's 




These players knocked a combined 

off their handicaps last year. 
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f there s one thing we d all 

J like to do, it’s improve our 
handicap. Golf is the only 
sport where a single number tells the 
world how good - or bad - you are. It’s 
a question of pride. It doesn’t matter 
what car you’ve got waiting in the club 
car park, how expensive your clothes 
are or how new your clubs are; when 
you stand on the first tee and your 
playing partner asks that immortal 
question “What’s your handicap?’’, it 
feels a lot better to say “plus two’’ than 
“golf! Hahaha... No actually it’s 28’’. 

Being stuck at a certain handicap 
is demoralising. Surely you should 
always be getting better? The more 
you practise, the better you get, right? 
Unfortunately, as we all know, golf isn’t 
as simple or as fair as that. Seeing 
your handicap going up is even more 
depressing. “How can I begetting 
worse?!’’ you ask yourself, driving 
home in anger after another terrible 
competition round that will lead to the 
inevitable 0.1 increase. 

It’s refreshing, then, to see ordinary 
golfers who have shown their 
handicaps who’s boss. The golfers 
featured here started at different 
standards, took different 

approaches, and had different 
goals. The one thing they 
have in common is that 
they have all improved 
substantially during the 
last 12 months. 

By looking at what they 
did and implementing some 
of it into your game, there’s 
no reason that you can’t be 
one of the biggest improvers 
this year. The cut is out there. □ 



'A £4 app completely 
transformed myswin 


Kevin Lancaster, 35. Peterborough Milton GC, 
Cambs. Old handicap: 18 New handicap: 9.6 


After taking up golf and 

messing around for a while, 

I decided I really wanted to get 
better and dedicate myself to 
improving my swing. I took some 
lessons from a pro who favoured the 
‘stack and tilt’ method, but I really 
struggled with this. As a result, I 
developed a reverse-pivot and started 
swinging over the top. I found it really 
hard to overcome these traits for several 
years. Even now, I still have lapses where I fall 
back into these bad habits. 

A few things have contributed to my 
improvement. I got fitted for a driver for the 
first time last summer, and that made an 
instant and dramatic difference to my 
distance and accuracy off the tee. I took two 
months off playing in January and February 
last year to take some lessons with Andrew 
Hare and practise lots. This helped transform 
my swing and give me an in-to-out path 
which cured the high fades and slices I’d 
always struggled with. I was actually 
considering packing up golf before this, due 
to how badly I was playing. 

But the biggest thing was an app 


I downloaded to my iPhone called VI Golf. 
Having had the lessons, I now know what I 
am looking for, and use the app to record and 
analyse my swing. My pro has given me drills 
to use when I spot something going awry, so 
I now feel that any time I spend practising is 
genuinely making me a better golfer. As a 
result. I’m more enthused about practising, 
and now pop to the range most lunchtimes. 

Beyond this. I’ve just learnt to not expect so 
much and try too hard. If I play poorly, so be 
it. The key for me is staying relaxed and 
enjoying my golf; this normally leads to better 
scores without forcing it. I used to get quite 
tense during competitions, but I now treat 
them just like any other round. Well, as much 
as possible! 

My highlight so far was a gross 77 in a 
medal competition. With my old swing and 
the pressure I used to put on myself in 
competitions, there is no way I’d have been 
able to put together a score like that. 

My aim now is to achieve a single-figure 
handicap, as I’m agonisingly close, but I won’t 
get too hung up on this. I’m just enjoying my 
golf and looking forward to playing in more 
competitions. 
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'I used my scorecard and 
YouTube to help fix my game' 


I started playing golf about three years 

ago, worked hard at my game and got my 
handicap down to 17, but then found that 
I hit a bit of a plateau. I was struggling 
with my approach shots to the green, 
often finishing short or in trouble. As a 
result, I was shooting over my handicap 
more often than not. 

I had a few lessons with my pro, to 
identify and fix any bad habits that I had 
developed. I also changed my clubs, 
treating myself to a TaylorMade RBZ 
Stage 2 driver and 3-wood, a set of Titleist 
API irons, and some Vokey SMS wedges. 

I started using my scorecard to track 
which parts of my game were letting me 


down. I began marking down whether I hit 
or missed the fairway and green, and how 
many putts I took on each hole. Once I’d 
done this for a few rounds, I started using 
YouTube lessons to give me things to work 
on on the practice ground in order to 
improve the weakest parts of my game. 

I also changed my on-course strategy. 
One of the main things I changed was 
taking less club off certain tees in order to 
avoid danger, because I was focused on 
hitting more fairways. I also took more 
club into 75 per cent of greens in order 
to swing easier and with more control. 

My new approach helped me put 
together a strong performance in the 


Griffin Salver trophy, scoring a pair of 84s 
in a 36-hole competition, playing off a 
handicap of 16. Previously I would have 
really struggled to keep a score going for 
so long. By President’s Day I was playing 
off 14 and was two-under after seven 
holes and finished with a gross 77 to win. 

But my favourite moment last year was 
my first ever eagle, which came on a long 
par 4. 1 took more club than the old me 
would have done, made an easy swing 
and hit a pure shot over some trees and 
onto the green. To see the ball hit the 
green and roll up to the hole and drop in 
was a great reward for all the hard work 
I’d been putting in. 
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Ca oline Cronin, 15. Harrogate Golf Club, North Yorl :5hire. 36 to 13 


I played my first full round of golf on holiday 

in Devon in August 2013 and absolutely loved 
it. When we got back, I joined Flaxby Golf 
Club and booked a few lessons. While I was 
having one of my first lessons, the Yorkshire 
Ladies County Golf Association were training 
on the range, and the coach approached me 
and suggested I join as she saw a lot of 
promise in my ability. 

I carried on my coaching over the winter, 
both with my own coach and Yorkshire Girls. 

I have always enjoyed practising, and will 
happily work on my game throughout the 
whole year, in all weather. My only problem 
is that I can be something of a perfectionist. 


sometimes trying too hard and taking it too 
seriously. Since becoming part of the 
Yorkshire Girls Under-14s team I’ve learnt to 
take a more relaxed approach, which has 
helped improve my golf and means I’m 
enjoying it even more than when I first 
started playing. 

I work on all aspects of my game, but pay 
particular attention to my short game, as I 
find that the time I spend practising chipping 
and putting really pays dividends when it 
comes to my scores on the course. 

My highlight so far has been dropping from 
22.2 to 12.8 in a fortnight, just from playing in 
three competitions. I won the Jean Rudgard 


Memorial Award, given to the Yorkshire Junior 
with the most improved handicap of the 
season. 

Unfortunately, Flaxby has now closed down, 
so I have moved to Harrogate Golf Club where 
everyone has been very welcoming. My coach 
at Flaxby, Neil Moore, has been a great coach 
and incredibly supportive, but is sadly no 
longer coaching as he had to move on to 
another career after the closure. 

I like to set myself challenges so there is 
always something to work towards. I want to 
at least cut my handicap by half this year and 
am hoping to apply for the Under-16 England 
Golf squad this autumn. 
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to beat, but I believe that I can do it. 


My SkyPro is going to help 
me break the course record' 


playing with better players is also really 
helping my game. 

I am going to enter the Yorkshire Amateur 
this summer and would love to finish inside the 
top 25. 1 also want to break the Kirkbymoorside 
course record, which currently stands at 65 

posted a 67, 68, 70 and 71 last year, so I’m 
getting close. Obviously it is a very good score 


I have been playing golf for 12 years now, but 

I’ve made a huge improvement in the last 
year or so. I think the main thing that has 
helped has been my improved attitude: I have 
matured as a person and as a golfer, and this 
has translated into better scores. I now take 
each hole as it comes, rather than getting 
ahead of myself and thinking about the holes 
to come and my overall score. I think that can 
ruin a round, if you’re not 100 per cent 
focused on your next shot. 

I also owe a huge amount of thanks to 
SkyCaddie for producing a product called 
SkyPro. I bought one halfway through last 
season and have worked continuously with it 
ever since. It was £180, so not cheap, but it’s 
been so worth the money. With it, I am 
able to get instant feedback on my swing 
and where I’m going wrong. It has 
immensely improved my 
understanding of my swing and I can 
now break down every aspect of it. I 

I genuinely feel like I’m improving 
week-by-week using it. j 

I am hoping to get down to a 
handicap of one or two this year J 

- scratch would be great! I now M 

represent my club in the East 
Riding League and find that i " . 












My new warm-up saves me shots 


I played golf as a junior and young adult and 

got to a handicap of 18, but then got frustrated 
with the game and gave up about 12 years 
ago. I got back into it about a year ago and 
got a handicap of 24 at East Horton. 

This time round, I feel much more focused 
and dedicated to playing, practising and 
improving. I used to just play, but now I work 
on my game on the range and practise 
putting properly. I haven’t had any lessons, 
but have managed to learn everything I’ve 
needed via golf magazines, online videos, and 
the odd tip from the pro at 
my club. 

One thing that has I 

definitely improved my I 

competition scores and J 
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therefore my handicap is that I now always 
warm-up properly before heading to the first 
tee. Hitting balls on the range and stroking a 
good number of putts really helps loosen me 
up and gives me confidence. 

I also have much better equipment now, 
which I think has made a big difference as the 
technology has come on so much. I replaced 
my old Titleist driver, TaylorMade Bubble 
Burner 3-wood and Mizuno T-Zoid irons with 
an SLDR driver, Titleist 915 3-wood and 
hybrid, TaylorMade RocketBladez irons and 
some Vokey SM5 wedges. I’ve also 
^ upgraded my old Ping putter to a 

J Scotty Cameron. I’ve still got a 
j couple of bits to buy, which I think 
will give me a perfect set that 
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should see me 
through a few years. 

I feel that getting 
my handicap down 
by 13 shots in a 
year has been a 
really big 
achievement, so 
when I have a bad hole, 

I remind myself how far I’ve ^ 

come and that stops me letting one poor hole 
get the better of me. I’d really like to get down 
to single figures by the end of this summer, 
which I think should be achievable. I’m 
working on becoming more consistent from 
100 yards and in as I think I could save quite a 
few shots per round. 
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BRITAIN’S MOST IMPROVED 


Tve learnt that 
a bogey is okay 
sometimes' 


'Finding the right club to 
join changed me as a Rolfer' 



Oli Stanway, 18. 
Kibworth Golf Club, 
Leicestershire. 17 to 2.3 

I started playing golf when I was 10, but 

didn’t really play much and when I did it was 
always just for fun. About a year ago, I started 
taking it much more seriously and putting in 
the time on the practice ground. I was invited 
to join The Golf College which has given me 
access to some fantastic coaching, and I now 
feel that I can only keep getting better. 

The biggest thing I’ve learnt is not to take 
on impossible shots. I used to be trying to 
make a birdie on every hole, or at least a par 
even if I was in serious trouble. This would 
sometimes lead to me hitting a low 
percentage shot, whereas I now take my 
medicine and have learnt to accept that 
sometimes a bogey is a good score. Taking a 
bogey now and then allows me to stay in the 
round, whereas in the past it might have 
ended up as a card-wrecker. 

Last year was my best by a mile. I secured 
five gross victories across club competitions 
and junior opens around the county. I was 
also awarded some special achievement 
awards, including “Most Improved 1st year’’ 
at Golf College and “Presidents Putter’’ at my 
home club for overall outstanding 
performance. I also shot my first below-par 
round and represented the county. 

I want to continue playing in as many 
competitions as possible, as these are what 
really test me both technically and mentally. 


Rob Taylor, 37. York Golf Club. 20 to 6. 


I joined York Golf Club in December 

2013 and quickly put three cards in just 
so I’d be eligible to play in competitions. 

I didn’t know anyone, and was worried 
that I’d have to spend some time playing 
on my own, but everyone at the club was 
incredibly welcoming and I quickly got 
to know many of the members. One of 
them invited me to join a Facebook 
group called “Strenny Golfers’’. 

The group was made up of around 50 
York GC members and made it easy to 
find someone to play with, any time and 
any day of the week. The group 
included lots of low 
handicappers, which helped me 
massively as I was playing with 
quality golfers, learning from 
them and trying to keep up 
with them. 

One of the biggest 
things I learnt was how 
important it is to find 
the fairway. I noticed 
that the good players 
I was playing with 
were hitting their 


from in the rough - and even more so 
from the trees! The other thing I’ve 
managed to do is reduce the number of 
three-putts I have. I think spending time 
with good players has naturally helped 
the quality and tempo of my putting 
stroke, and I now have the confidence to 
give it a go if I’m standing over a four 
footer for par. 

Being part of such a welcoming club 
has made me want to play and practise 
as much as possible, and the results in 
my golf have been clear. I won the 

Strenny Golfers Order of Merit 
last year, which was a nice 
reward for some 
consistently strong 
performances across 
the whole season. 

My aim now is to 
get my handicap as 
low as possible. I’d 
like to get to five by 
the end of this season 
and be a Category 
One golfer. 
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PRIZE DRAW 



BETTINARDI 
PUTTERS 
AND WEDGES 


Exquisite milled faces are the hallmarks of these clubs 



eVe teamed up with specialist 

milled putter manufacturer 
Betti nardi Golf to offer two readers 
the chance to win the putter model used by 
PGA Tour star Matt Kuchar. 

Two winners will have the choice between 
the Bettinardi Kuchar Model 1 and Model 
2 putters, as well as selecting between a 
standard 35in length or 42in Arm Lock 
version that, at the time of going to print, has 
taken ‘Kooch’ to the best one-putt average 
on the PGA Tour this season. 

One of the winners will also take home 
three Bettinardi H2 wedges and the other will 
put one of the wedges into action. 

Designed by the seven-time PGA Tour 
winner alongside company founder Bob 


Bettinardi, both the classy Kuchar Model 1 
blade and halfmoon-shaped Model 2 putters 
have been specially-crafted from one piece of 
high-quality carbon steel by skilled engineers. 

The new Bettinardi H2 wedges feature a 
unique milling pattern that provides improved 
contact in both wet and dry conditions. 
www.bettinardi.co.uk 

How to enter 

To have a chance of winning either a 
Bettinardi Kuchar Model 1 or Model 2 
putter, plus the new H2 wedges, simply log 
on to www.todaysgolfer.co.uk/win, click on 
the Bettinardi option and enter your email 
address. Entries close at midnight on May 13. 
Full terms can be found on the website. 
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We combine strategy, technique and myth-busting to deliver 
you a more effective pitching game... and much lower scores 


WORDS JAMES RIDYARD, WITH JOE DOWNES PICTURES HOWARD BOYLAN 


O he scoring zone. From around 100 

yards and in the emphasis of the 
game turns suddenly and solely to 
skill. As amateurs, we can’t power the ball as 
far as a tour pro... but the penalty for that 
fades as feel and control become the golfer’s 
most prized assets. 

No two short-game techniques are quite 
the same, and yet I see the same mistakes 


among the vast majority of people I teach. 
These vary from club selection, set-up and 
posture to trajectory, swing path and tempo. 
We will tackle all of these in detail here. 

Some of the solutions I present may seem 
out of the ordinary and go against some 
traditional methods that you will have been 
taught, but I urge you to try them. Great 
research has gone in to each one and my 


theories received rave reviews from the likes 
of David Leadbetter, Chuck Cook and Jim 
Hardy when I presented them at the PGA of 
America’s Teaching and Coaching Summit 
in January this year. When I received my 
invitation my aim was to produce ideas that 
were new, cool and practical. I believe I have 
done that and I know they will help to 
improve your wedge game. B 




COVER FEATURE 



HIGH 

SHOT 




LOW 

SHOT 


USE ONE WEDGE 


The great Jack Nicklaus said that “95 per cent of Tour players 
play 95 per cent of their shots around their green with the 
same club.” We all have a favourite wedge in our bags, the 
one we always pick out and take to the range when we 
practise, yet when we get out on the course we try and hit 
different shots around the green with a range of clubs. Of 
course there are going to be times when you need to call 
on an alternative loft and bounce: however, by using your 
favourite wedge predominantly you will find that the 
consistency of your short game improves massively. Here’s 
how to hit three different trajectories with one wedge. 
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- 
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PRACTISE AS YOU PLAY 


To hit a low, mid and high-flighted 
shot, golfers traditionally hit a 
7-iron, 9-iron and wedge. They 
hit the three shots from the same 
spot - just off their right heel - 
standing closer to the ball as the 
shaft shortens (below). But how 
often do you actually practise 
them? I would suggest that in 
the vast majority of cases golfers 
spend much more time practising 
these shots and others with their 
favourite wedge - and build a real 
^ feel for how that club performs. 
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CONTROL YOUR FINISH 

As well as set-up, hitting these different shot types with one 
wedge is also about harnessing the followth rough. To do this 
you need to understand your swing arc, which is nneasured 
when the club is parallel to the ground. The further the club is 
fronn the ground and your body, the longer the swing arc is. 







This is a short arc, arms 
tucked close to the body 
and knee flex keeping the 
shaft low to the ground. 
Wrist hinge creates a 
shot that is likely to stop 
quickly due to land angle. 


This is a long arc with 
the arms fully extended, 
hands at their maximum 
distance away from the 
body and shaft a long 
way from the ground. 
This will take spin off 
the ball and give you 
a lower trajectory. 


With a touch of knee 
flex and wrist hinge, this 
middle arc will give you a 
little more flight and spin 
than the longer versiorii 
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BRING THE BALL FORWARD 


Having the ball back in your stance and your hands pressed 
forward is incredibly destructive. I see lots of people that 
struggle around the greens instantly put the ball back in their 
stance to try and cure it. However, this sinnply compounds the 
problem. The further back the ball goes, the more the shaft 
leans forward which makes the club sharper. This in turn 
makes the angle of attack steeper, making it almost 
impossible to consistently make a quality strike. 





DON’T DIG IN 


' Having the ball on your back foot 
makes you more likely to dig the 
club into the ground as much of 
the loft and all of the bounce has 
been removed from the club. 


A more central ball 
position allows the 
clubhead to move past 
the hands through 
impact, fully utilising the 
club’s loft and bounce. 

Focus on keeping the 
butt of your club pointing 
at your navel to improve 
your striking. 






HIT THE TOUR PITCH 

Rory Mcliroy said that hitting a lower trajectory with his 
wedges gives him better distance control and there is 
reasoning behind his assertion. A lower trajectory - between 
25° and 35° - will, if created correctly, achieve a high spin 
rate that makes it more likely to take a single hop forward 
and then stop. This mid-launching shot is easier to control 
than high or low-launching shots that are exposed to 
greater variables. 


Create your own ‘trajectory 
gate’ to hone your launch 
angle. To find the desired 
angle of around 30°, make a 
gate - use alignment sticks 
or something similar - two 
metres from the ball. The 
ball should pass through at 
around half that height - a 
metre or just over. Work on 
this to find the angle that 
gets the ball to hop-and-stop. 


A mid-launch is easier to 
control than high or low 
shots where heightened 
spin, the wind or ground 
conditions increase the 
unpredictability. Imagine 
the trajectory you would 
use if you were throwing 
a ball to the flag. 
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IGNORE THE GROOVES 


r 


To hit a higher shot most amateurs open the face and then 
their body to a point where the face points back at the target. 
However, where the grooves are facing is not where the 
clubface is pointing. The only time that is the case is when 
the face is perfectly square. This means you don’t need to 
open your body to hit higher shots; simply set up square. 









People like using the 
grooves as a reference 
point but, in truth it’s 
impossible to tell exactly 
where the face is pointing 
when you lay it open. 
However, if you stand 
square and lower the 
shaft as you open the 
face, you will stay close 
to the target line. 


Opening the face makes 
you do two things. Firstly, 
the heel of the club rises 
so you naturally lower the 
shaft..|n turn, this makes 
the face |^|r(t sllglitly tb^ : 
f the left meaning that, if / 
4 you open yqur„stknce, the 
■ face pbint^furth^^ . ■ 
leading to pulled shots ^ 
T and out-tp-in swings jn 
^ j^an attempt to ateer the 
. ball towards We 
^ On the opposite ptage; j!l h.*; 
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OPEN STANCE 


When amateurs open 
the face of a wedge, their 
brain tells them the face 
is pointing right - so 
they aim left to bring the 
face back to ‘square’. In 
reality, though it is only ~ 
the grooves that were 
looking right; the face 
aim hasn’t changed. So 
ignore the grooves, and 
trust your swing. 








COVER FEATURE 


CONTROL YOUR DISTANCE 


Energy transfer is more important to distance control than swing 
speed or length. Most people try and control distance by swinging to 
specific points but this is useless if you can’t control the transfer of 
energy from club to ball - smash factor. You need to keep the smash 
factor constant for all your wedge shots. Most pros do this without 
knowing it as they deliver the club so consistently. The only way to 
test yours is by using a launch monitor which I urge you to do with 
your local pro. The explanation here is designed to give you a good 
understanding of the concept before you go. 



The ultimate smash factor is 1.0. 

If you can get your smash factor 
close to that it means club and ball 



are moving at the same speed. 
This explains why we’re good at 
throwing the ball to the flag; hand 
and ball are moving at the same 
speed at the point of release. 


Poor distance control is often 
the result of high smash factor. 
For every mph your club speed 
increases, ball speed increases at 
a higher rate, causing it to shoot 
further and further and costing 
control. It can be caused by lack 
of loft, poor striking or an in-to- 
out swing path. 
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THE EASIEST WAY 
TO IMPROVE™ 



Know every inch of the course with 
unique graphics and hazard distances. 
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improve your chippie - 


STENSOirS 


Pay £29,99 by annual direct debit or 
£49.99 by credit/debit card to get 13 
issues delivered to your door, plus a 
dozen Srixon Z-Star balls worth £45 

Today’s Golfer is Britain’s No.l golf 
magazine, and our mission is to help you 
play better, whether that’s through the 
magazine’s tips and drills, or our equipment 
news and reviews. 

New subscribers 
receive a fantastic 
gift - like this month’s 
box of a dozen Srixon Z-Star balls, worth 
£45 - and get the magazine delivered 

straight to their door before it’s available ^ „ 

to buy in the shops. @thetodaysgolfer 
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01858 43 88 84 

QUOTE DBAA Subscriptions will start with the next available issue. Prices include postage for print and packaging. Gift available for UK subscribers only subject to availability. The offer is open until May 14, 
term as set above. The offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Cost from UK landlines for 01 numbers per minute are (approximate) 2p to 1 Op. Cost from mobiles per minute (approximate) 1 Op to 40p. Costs 
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PLAY A BETTER BALL 




PURE WHITE' 

VISUAL- PERraRMAr^CE^ 


Todays 


SRIXON Z-STAR TECHNOLOGIES 


‘Spin skin’ increases friction between the ball and the clubface by 20%, generating nnore spin with super soft feel. The 
344 aerodynamic ‘speed dimple’ design reduces air resistance to maintain ball speed. The advanced Neo Energetic 
Gradient Growth™ core gets softer from the outside in, delivering a higher speed off the club face and a high launch angle, 
with reduced spin and explosive power on long shots. 


201 5. We reserve the right to provide an alternative gift or a 3 issue extension if stocks are exhausted. We reserve the right to reclaim the gift/value of the gift if you cancel your subscription before the end of the agreed 
vary depending on the geographical location in the UK. You may get free calls to some numbers as part of your call package - please check with your phone provider. Phone +44 1858 438884 for further information. 
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The technology and design of 14 of the latest models 
put through their paces on the course and a launch 
monitor, So which models will come out on top? 

WORDS DUNCAN LENNARD PICTURES TOM CRITCHELL, ANGUS MURRAY 
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Where tech and feel meet 

A good wedge is a blend of technology 
and the touchy-feely stuff; it has to 
inspire confidence through its design 
and feel, and it has to perfornn with 
consistency in crucial paranneters like 
flight, spin and distance control. Our 
testing protocols reflect that. Fourteen 
wedges were tested by resident gear 
expert James Ridyard, acting gear 
editor Duncan Lennard and two mid- 
handicap club players. Their views 
were blended with factual performance 
data from TrackMan to create a ranking 
for each. The results will help you make 
the right choice when the time comes 
to upgrade your wedge set. 


Our panel of testers 



James Ridyard 

Handicap: Pro 
Current wedges: 
Titleist Vokey SMS 



Duncan Lennard 

Handicap: 7 
Current wedges: 
TaylorMade TP 


Jon Bolger 

Handicap: 11 
Current wedges: 
Titleist Vokey SM4 



Andy Wosket 

Handicap: 11 
Current wedges: 
Cobra Trusty Rusty 


Our test ratings 

Gold, Silver and Bronze gongs were 
joined by a ‘best on test’ award. 


Recognition Bronze Award: 

in one area of Overall ranking 

performance of 8.5 



Silver Award: Gold Award: 

Overall ranking Overall ranking 

of 9 of 9.5 or above B 







IS)- 

TheBelfiy 


Where we tested 

The Belfry Hotels 
Resort is steeped 
in golfing history 
and provides the 
perfect getaway for 
any golf break, with 
the three stunning 
golf courses 
accompanied by the 
luxurious hotel, fine 
dining experiences 
and state-of-the- 
art leisure facilities. 

The PGA 
National Golf 
Academy offers 
expert tuition for 
golfers of all levels 
and aligns with 
the renowned 
Golf Shop onsite 
to allow golfers to 
be custom-fit for 
the latest products 
from leading brands 
in the dedicated 
custom-fitting 
suites. 

• Visit WWW. 
TheBelfry.com or 
call 01675 470256 
for information. 


How we tested 14 wedges 

All 14 wedges in the test were rated in 
five categories, and given a nnark out 
of 10 for each. 

• For the first three - the nnore 
subjective areas of Looks, Feel and 
Perceived Versatility, TG clubfitting 
expert and PGA pro Jannes Ridyard 
was joined by TG equipment editor 
Duncan Lennard and readers Jon 
Bolger and Andy Wosket. All testers 
hit each loft from a variety of lies and 
situations - the 60° for lobs and 
pitches, the 56° for bunker shots and 
the 52° for chip shots. Wedges are 
arguably only behind putters in being 
a personal choice, but their thoughts 
will help you form your own view. 

• For the second two - the more 
techy categories of Gapping and Spin 
Retention - we used TrackMan to 
collect data in two crucial areas. 

A good set of wedges should 
supply you with even distances 
through the lofts, and our Gapping 
mark was designed to assess this. 
Manufacturers submitted a 52°, 56° 
and 60° option. Ideally, the typical 
56° distance will bisect those created 


by the 52° and 60°. Each loft of each 
brand was hit repeatedly by PGA pro 
James to a tolerance of Imph 
clubhead speed with quality of strike 
- TrackMan’s smash factor rating - 
taken into account. A benchmark 
distance was established for each loft. 
The closer the 56° got to splitting the 
52° and 60° distances, the higher 
mark they achieved. 

Spin Retention is an assessment of 
how well each wedge spins the ball 
from longer grass. The 2010 groove 
rule change came about because 
wedges were doing this too well, and 
so reducing the benefit of hitting the 
fairway. Much of the technology on 
test is the result of the brands’ R&D 
into raising spin rates legally, and 


recouping some of these losses. 

The 56° wedge of each brand was 
struck from a mat with a dry ball, 
with only shots within three yards of 
a 50-yard carry counting. The results 
created an average spin rate. The 
same process was then repeated 
from two- inch rough, creating a 
second average. This score, as a 
percentage of the first, represented 
spin retention. The higher the 
percentage, the better the score. 

• Each wedge set, then, earned a 
total mark out of 50 based on the five 
lOpt categories. This was averaged to 
give the club its final mark out of 10. 

Who took part 

We invited all major manufacturers to 
submit one set of wedges for the test, 
in lofts of 52°, 56° and 60°. These 
were in standard lengths, with 
medium bounce and the sole grinds 
that come as standard with the set - 
though alternative grinds were also 
supplied where the manufacturers 
felt appropriate to give each tester a 
fuller understanding of the options 
open to him. 
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Progen Chromo 

£59.99 


Lofts: 52° 56°, 60° 

Tech: Offers versatility through a dual- 
bounce sole, raised slightly along the front 
and back. Forged from 304 steel. Heel -toe 
weighting adds forgiveness. Chrome finish 
gives durability. 

James Ridyard 

There’s very aggressive milling on the face; 
it’s extremely sharp, wide and deep, 
almost like a face full of grooves. This gave 
me some inconsistent spin. It feels light, 
the shaft and head not brilliantly balanced. 

Duncan Lennard 

Not the most friendly sole. The head is a 
decent shape but the leading edge appears 
quite sharp - any forward shaft lean and it 
gets tight to the ground. Better off firm turf. 

Jon Bolger 

I got too much spin on chip-and-runs; the 
ball grabbed when I didn’t want it to. 

Impact felt a bit thick and dull. Good club 
if you want lots of zip, though I suspect 
they might chew balls up. 

Andy Wosket 

Chrome finish could be an issue in bright 
sun but I like the sole shape and to me the 
feel was good, possibly helped by the 
plastic insert. The thicker top edge gave 
me a little more confidence. 


□ High spin good for longer pitches. 

S Inconsistent spin rates and dull feel. 


THE VERDICT 

Looks: 6.5 Feel/Sound: 6.5 
Versatility: 6.5 Gapping: 6 
Spin retention: 7 


Web: www.progengolfco.uk 


6.5 



Tech: Razor grooves are designed to 
maximise spin. Gunmetal finish reduces 
glare. Precision Rifle shaft and Multi- 
compound grip as standard. 

James Ridyard 

The sole sits quite flat and its grind is not 
that dynamic, with not much camber to it 
- it would probably suit the guys who like 
to pick it fairly cleanly. The face milling is 
fairly deep and I felt it really gripped the 
ball - confirmed by some quite low 
launches. 

Duncan Lennard 

Clean, unfussy head shape with a relatively 
straight leading edge, which encouraged 
me to square it up. Strikes felt solid, 
though a relatively narrow sole limits its 
versatility. 

Jon Bolger 

I didn’t find the grips very comfortable, 
thought them a bit thin. I got limited 
feedback off the face and little grip. I didn’t 
feel I could control them very well, and 
they didn’t give me lot of confidence. 

Andy Wosket 

A fine, com pact- looking club which to me 
felt quite light and responsive. Arguably a 
bit big in the toe but solid sound and feel. 

□ Classy head shape and excellent value. 

H No colour options, limited face feedback. 


Web: www.mdgolfco.uk 


THE VERDICT 

Looks: 7.5 Feel/Sound: 7 
Versatility: 6.5 Gapping: 7 
Spin retention: 8 


MD Golf Superstrong 

£60 


Lofts: 48°, 50°, 52°, 54°, 56°, 58°, 60° 



Yonex WS-2 

£69 (s), £79 (g) 


Lofts: 52°, 56°, 60° (steel and graphite) 

Tech: A thickish top line moves the CG up 
the face, helping control ball flight. Head is 
cast from mild 8620 carbon steel. Milled 
grooves help generate spin. 

James Ridyard 

Quite a round face with a leading edge 
more curved than some. It makes the 
middle of the leading edge look a long way 
forwards, which isn’t to everyone’s taste. 
The lie feels upright, not great with a 
wedge as it will cause the heel to dig. 

Duncan Lennard 

Weight has been scooped horizontally 
from a central channel, apparently moving 
more weight low and high. It seems to help 
on strikes low in the face. Graphite a good 
option if you already have it in your irons. 


Jon Bolger 

The graphite-shafted version is very light 
and takes some getting used to, though 
it does encourage you to accelerate - 
something that could help people who are 
a bit handsy or not confident. 

Andy Wosket 

With the graphite I struggled to feel the 
head - though I scored well with it. Nice 
looking, and for me very forgiving - even 
on less good strikes the ball did quite well. 


□ High levels of spin, sensible price point. 
H Light graphite version an acquired taste. 



THE VERDICT 

Looks: 7 Feel/Sound: 7.5 
Versatility: 7.5 Gapping: 7 
Spin retention: 8 
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Wilson Staff FG Tour 

£79 


Lofts; 48-64° 


Tech; Employs 11 lasered ‘spin enhancers’ 
between each Y-groove to increase spin. 
Standard sole built for medium/steep 
attack, Tour grind helps versatility. Lam kin 
grip pattern aids consistent gripping down. 

James Ridyard 

This wedge has a very square leading edge 
and quite a compact, shallow head, all of 
which I like. A well-designed head with 
some nice chamfered edges, and a fairly 
versatile grind. Good performer. 

Duncan Lennard 

The face gripped the ball well, and is 
almost three colours; it’ll be a bit busy for 
some, but I liked the way it made the 
grooves stand out. Didn’t enjoy opening 
the face up on the standard sole, possibly 
due to the uniform sole width. Tour grind 
option gives more versatility. 

Jon Bolger 

Looks fine, but for me the feel was more 
clunky than crisp, with not much feedback. 
It sits well behind the ball, though the 60 
looks more lofted, more like a 64. 


Andy Wosket 

The club sits nice and square, and the ball 
comes nicely off the face. I felt I got a good 
blend of spin and run-out. 

□ Neat, compact head, plenty of spin. 

S Feel and versatility not as good as some. 


THE VERDICT 

Looks: 7.5 Feel/Sound: 6.5 
Versatility: 7.5 Gapping: 9 



Spin retention: 7.5 


Web: www.wilsonstaff.com 




Ping Glide 

£105 (s), £120 (g) 

Lofts; 47°-60° (standard-width sole) 

Tech; Three sole widths/grinds. Gorge 
grooves (47-54°) aid full shot performance, 
tighter grooves (56-60°) promote spin on 
part shots. CFS shaft designed for stable 
feel and lower flight. 

James Ridyard 

It was immediately noticeable how far off 
the ground the leading edge sat, even on 
the mid-bounce standard-width sole. So it 
wasn’t the most confidence-inspiring from 
tight lies. Flowever strikes felt solid, the 
flight was consistent and it’s good-looking 
in the satiny finish. 

Duncan Lennard 

Though not my favourite looker the club 
performed very well, producing consistent 
flight and spin. For some reason felt a little 
heavier than some, though swing weights 
are comparable. 

Jon Bolger 

Not a fan of the looks or the feel: the head 
looks very big and I didn’t massively enjoy 
the sound off the face. Didn’t inspire me. 

Andy Wosket 

The face to me looks big in the toe and 
more lofted than they are, which I guess is 
related. I didn’t get on with the sound, and 
it felt one of the heavier wedges on test. 

□ One of the most consistent performers. 
S Shape and sound struggled to win favour. 


THE VERDICT 

Looks: 7 Feel/Sound: 8 
Versatility: 7.5 Gapping: 9.5 
Spin retention: 7.5 




Cobra Tour Trusty 

£89 


Lofts; 48°-64° 


Tech; K-Grind sole sculpted to promote 
performance on all distances. Variable 
Feed Rate milling creates the ideal face 
surface texture for spin, enhanced by 
grooves 15% bigger than the old model. 

James Ridyard 

There’s nothing not to like about the 
simple and clean head shape. It gives a 
decent feel and sound, and one of the 
most consistent TrackMan performers. 

Duncan Lennard 

This is a wedge built more for playability 
than forgiveness, and it shows: heel-toe 
relief means you can open the face without 
the leading edge lifting, but it demands 
accurate striking on tighter lies. Good feel 
and frames the ball well at set-up. 


Jon Bolger 

The 60° looked more lofted, which threw 
me until I found the bounce. I enjoyed the 
performance, though I don’t see the point 
of the cut-out bit at the back; it looks like 
I’ve chipped my club. 

Andy Wosket 

I already use Cobra because they’re well 
balanced, sit well and I like the compact 
head and straighter leading edge. To me, 
it’s like an older-style wedge. 


C3 Consistent performance, good versatility. 
S Not that forgiving, PVD finish wears fast. 


THE VERDICT 

Looks: 7.5 Feel/Sound: 7.5 
Versatility: 7.5 Gapping: 9 



Spin retention: 8.5 


Web: www.cobragolf.co.uk 
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John Letters MM Grind 

£99,99 


LdiK 52^ 56^. 60^ 

Tech; Foraged from carbon steel. Aims to 
boost spin throMgh two extra CNC grooves 
and True Temper's DG Spinner shaft. Sole 
grind created for Tour versatility. 

James Ridyarti 

The MM Grind has a sharp, squone leading 
edge with a grind that has the front middle 
section reaily flat- lt*s extremely good off 
firm, tight lies, though I wouldn't feincy it 
off lush fairways. Impact sound is fairly 
muted. Overall a nicely executed club. 

Duncan LennanJ 

Another wedge built for the more 
accomplished short game, and it delivers 
impressively with i ts tight leading edge, 
good versatility and sweet feeL 

Jon Bolder 

I was really impressed with this club. It sits 
lovely, the ball came off the face nice and 
the 60^ was probably my be$t performer 
on test. I didn't think it was the most 
spinny, but it felt tiradilional, solid and well- 
made. rd be happy to put these in the beg. 


Andy Wosket 

The Spinner shaft is des^ned to work like 
a hinge urKler the grip, increasing attack 
angle and spin; on longer pitclies you can 
feel it wor1<ing. Felt a little upright to me. 


ta Clean, classic looKs and impressive feel. 
3 Let down only by indifferent gapping. 



THE VERDICT 

Looks: S.SFeet/sourKfc 8.5 
Versatitityr 8 Gapping: 6.B 
Spjn retention; 8 



CLUBFACE WEAR 


How performance 
drops off with use 

Tests show a 45% spin drop in one year 


hile rnany of us can get a bit 
W fatigued by the constant 
urgir^ to buy rtew gear, 
wedges could be a bit different. These 
clubs, packed with face technology to 
he-lp us control the ball, are also the 
most used... in play and practice. Tour 
pros need new wedges every three 
months or so. With club players it's 
not so extreme, but TG's research into 
how \veaf affects performance still 
makes for sober reading. 

We took two identical wedges, one 
brand new and the other battle- 
scarred from 12 months' use. Both 
were tested with club speeds of 
56mph plus or minus Imph. The 
average results are below. 


Hkw fac* 

Viw-iiJdlK« 

Launch 26® 

Launch 35^ 

Spin Sllferpm 

Spin 4435rpm 

Cany 74ydB 

Carry 75yds 


After a year the dlubface produced 
just 55% of its original spin. As a 
consequence, with face f riction 
reduced it also launched the ball 
considerably higher While the total 
carry may have been similar that 
lower spin would have produced much 
more runout 

Otwiously we<fee wear depends on 
use, and this year-old wedge had seen 
more than its share of practice 
sessiorrs- Taykjrivlade's nickel cobalt 
face plate in their new EF Spin Groove 
wadge (see plH) js designed to stow 
this groove blunting. But ultimately 
this considerable drop in peffdrmance 
leaves you with three options: buy a 
new w^ge every year to 18 months, 
ask your local pro about a club 
regrooving service, or persevere with 
wKat you Kave and allow for more run. 

Or you could adopt Padraig 
Harrington's tactic of having two 
identical wedges, practising with one 
and playing with the other 



Fresh faced 
Anewfacemeans 
IjQwerlaynchaiid 
n^ijorespin. 
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Mizuno MP-T5 

£109.99 


Lofts: 49°-62° 


Tech: Grain flow forged wedge. Loft- 
specific grooves see Quad Cut in the 54-62 
to help spin on part shots. Precisely milled 
face and improved teardrop profile. Two 
bounce options from 54°-62°, both with 
appropriate sole grinds. 

James Ridyard 

The high point of the bounce is towards 
the back of the sole, helping you get the 
leading edge tighter to the ground. 
Launched mid to low which means there’s 
plenty of friction between ball and club. 


Duncan Lennard 

The T5 has a squarer leading edge with 
just a slight curve, which I like. White satin 
finish looks clean and classy while muting 
sun glare. Both sole grinds permit plenty of 
greenside flexibility. 

Jon Bolger 

I found this wedge versatile and it felt good 
through the turf, but the head looked big to 
me, almost like a beginner’s club, and it 
didn’t give as much confidence as some. 

Andy Wosket 

The club felt well balanced and the face 
responsive. Even when square the bounce 
just sits up, giving a bit more forgiveness. 
Overall, one I’d buy. 


□ Blends workability and forgiveness. 
S While consistent, failed to inspire. 



THE VERDICT 

Looks: 7.5 Feel/Sound: 8 
Versatility: 8.5 Gapping: 8.5 
Spin retention: 8 





* 

toUR Qm'HD 
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Callaway Mack 
Daddy 2 £99 

Lofts: 52°, 54°, 56°, 58°, 60° 

Tech: Tour grind offers heel/toe relief and 
a straighter leading edge. 39% larger 
grooves create 25% more spin out of 
rough. 

James Ridyard 

I found this wedge very versatile, the result 
of an aggressively ground and well- 
designed sole that makes it easy to add or 
reduce bounce. There’s plenty of heel and 
toe relief too for opening and closing the 
face. Nice club. 

Duncan Lennard 

There’s a lot going on between the grooves, 
and it felt quite easy to hit a low, spinny 
one. Solid feel, and the ball flight felt fairly 
consistent. 

Jon Bolger 

A clean profile gives you confidence over 
the ball. The 60 felt responsive and I felt 
I could play a range of shots. The 52 took 
a little more getting used to for me, but 
overall I’d be happy to put that in my bag, 

Andy Wosket 

Not as forgiving as some for me, but a 
lovely classic looking wedge with a nice 
grip. No complaints about the feel, and 
with the 52 the ball checked consistently 
on the second bounce. 

□ T-Grind sole affords excellent versatility. 
H Not as many loft options as some rivals. 


THE VERDICT 

Looks: 8 Feel/Sound: 7 
Versatility: 8.5 Gapping: 8 
Spin retention: 9 




TaylorMade R 
Series EF £119 


Lofts: 47°, 50°, 52°, 54°, 56°, 58°, 60° 

Tech: Nickel cobalt face plate increases 
spin and keeps the grooves sharper for 
longer. Soft feel through carbon steel 
construction. ATV sole permits effective 
strikes from all lies; Classic grind offers 
more loft options. 

James Ridyard 

The classy finish reminds me of the old oil 
can finish on Scotty Cameron putters. The 
KBS wedge shaft is more counterbalanced 
so the head feels lighter, which makes it 
especially good on finesse shots where you 
want the hands overtaking the clubhead. 

Duncan Lennard 

A really good-looking club with a quite 
compact head. For me, it hit a good blend 
of workability and forgiveness, and 
performed well from sand. 

Jon Bolger 

This looks nice, felt relatively heavy. I found 
it a solid performer but it didn’t quite have 
the feel or feedback as some others on 
test. It hasn't flicked the switch for me. 


Andy Wosket 

Felt very responsive and the sound had 
that crispness I look for in a wedge. I found 
it easy to play a range of greenside shots. 

E3 Very good rough spin retention. 

S Mid-spin KBS Wedge shaft won’t suit 
everyone. 



THE VERDICT 

Looks: 7.5 Feel/Sound: 7.5 
Versatility: 7.5 Gapping: 9 
Spin retention: 9.5 
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H2 stands for High 
Helix, ahigh-speed 
milling process 
designed to enhance 
performance and 
spin rates from long 
and short grass. 




Bettinardi HZ 

£130 

Lofts: 52° 54°, 56°, 58°, 60° 



Nike Engage 

£ 99.99 

Lofts: 50°-60° (square sole) 



Tech: Special face-milling improves traction in wet and dry. 

C-grind sole lets you open the face without the leading edge rising. 
Armed with KBS’s mid-launch, high-spin Hi-Rev shaft. 


Tech: Three distinctive sole grinds. Toe Sweep has a narrow heel 
to resist rough snagging. Square Sole is for golfers who prefer to 
keep the blade square, while Dual Sole offers versatility. 


James Ridyard 

This is a really nice design with a classic neat head. The grooved 
area seems biased towards the heel, with space on the toe; the CG 
might be there, and that’s fine. The grind is versatile and usable: 
overall, a really nicely balanced club. 

Duncan Lennard 

Another club using a KBS wedge shaft, and it works beautifully 
with the weighting of the clubhead. It gives high levels of face 
awareness, helping me strike with authority. 

Jon Bolger 

I think these are the best wedges I’ve ever hit. They gave me a 
lovely blend of check and run-out, and the feel is so crisp. They sit 
well and feel perfectly weighted. I think you could get consistent 
with these very quickly. They’re expensive, but I’d pay it. 


Any Wosket 

One stunning wedge. The feel, the looks, the results, all were right 
up there for me. Gave me the most confidence of all 
the wedges I tested. 

THE VERDICT 

Looks: 9.5 Feel/Sound: 9 
Versatility: 8 Gapping: 8.5 
Spin retention: 7.5 


□ Buttery feel, good 
spin, gorgeous looks. 
S Ordinary spin 
retention and pricey. 


Web: www.bettinardi.co.uk 


8.5 


James Ridyard 

The leading edge is quite square with a small camber, which I like. 
The ball launched fairly low with high spin. The bounce is forward 
on the sole, which makes it effective in most turf conditions. 

Duncan Lennard 

The head shape may look a little futuristic, but it’s all at the back; 
when you look down at set-up all you see is a clean, compact face. 
Once you get past that, the playability is impressive. 

Jon Bolger 

I thought the design looked like a club from a toy set, but this 
wedge was sweet as a nut. The ball stopped very quickly, and 
there’s huge amounts you can do with them. The feel was soft, the 
strike crisp. Very impressed. 

Andy Wosket 

An unusual design for sure but I really liked them. You could really 
feel the ball on the face, and there was nice check 
on the second bounce. 

□ Crisp strike and 
strong feedback. 

H Head shape and 
cosmetics are an 
acquired taste. 


THE VERDICT 

Looks: 7 Feel/Sound: 8.5 
Versatility: 9 Gapping: 8.5 
Spin retention: 9 


Web: www.nikegolf.com 


8.5 
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Cleveland 588 RTX 2.0 £99 

Lofts; 46°-64° Grinds; Three (blade and cavity options) Finishes; Tour Satin, Black Satin 


SILVER 


Sharper grooves and a new 
nnicro-nnilled face pattern see surface 
roughness nudge legal limits. Three sole 
grinds with three-dot, consistent sole- 
width version offering most bounce and 
the versatile one-dot the least. Cavity- 
back and muscle-back options. Lofts 
46°-64T 

Janies Ridyard 

One of the bigger heads on test, with the 
leading edge looking almost a little onset 
- not something you see that often. But 
the face launched the ball at a good 
angle with each loft option, and stopped 
it quickly. 


Duncan Lennard 

The ball seemed to grip the face for 
a fraction longer than the rest. Quite 
simply a quality wedge that gives a 
feeling of consistency and confidence. 

Jon Bolger 

A wedge that feels very well made and 
well balanced. Nice grips, not too heavy, 
and it gave that lovely crisp noise and 
nice blend of check and run-out. Very, 
very impressive clubs. I think any golfer 
would get on very well with these. 

Andy Wosket 

The best performer on test for me. 


Really smart clubs that felt and sounded 
really sweet. They sit very nicely, giving 
me the feeling I could open it without it 
drop-kicking or square it up without it 
digging in. 

C3 Strong and consistent spin generation. 
S Leading edge may look a little forward 
to some. 


THE VERDICT 

Looks: 8.5 Feel/Sound: 9 
Versatility: 9 Gapping: 9 
Spin retention: 8 



Web: www.clevelandgolf.com 



Ground force 

Three bounce 
options - with 
grinds to suit each 
-help this wedge 
offer versatility for 
swing style and turf 
conditions. 




Boosted grip 

Rotex technology 
sees new milling 
and deeper and 
steeper grooves, 
which Cleveland 
say adds 15% 
more spin. 
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Titleist Vokey SMS £105 

Lofts: From 46°-62° Grind options; Six Finishes; Tour chrome, Gold Nickel, Raw Black 



Deeper TX3 grooves improve 
contact while quality milling raises spin 
and consistency. Six sole grinds and 
bounce options from 4°-14° ensure your 
short-game style and any ground 
condition you can play in is catered for. 
Loft options from 46°-62°. 

Janies Ridyard 

The M grind has a nice camber on the 
sole with bounce two-thirds of the way 
back, making it quite versatile. A slightly 
softer and lighter wedge flex shaft gets 
the head kicking forwards. A package of 
feel, versatility and consistency makes 
the SMS my wedge of choice. 


Duncan Lennard 

When you pick this wedge up, your 
hands feel directly connected to the 
clubface. That’s an instant confidence 
booster, enhanced by the neat, compact 
look, a responsive feel and flight 
consistency. Grind choice offers great 
customising options, but it’s important 
to choose the right one for your game. 

Jon Bolger 

I already use Vokey SM4. To be honest 
I didn’t feel a huge difference between 
the two, possibly a little more spin. But 
that’s no bad thing; these are classic 
wedges which perform in all conditions. 


Andy Wosket 

Feel and balance are excellent and I felt 
I had more control on the lob wedge, a 
club that can cause me problems. They 
sit well and gave me a nice mid-flight. 

C3 Great rough spin retention, M grind 
offers decent versatility. 

S Six grind options can confuse. 

THE VERDICT 

Looks: 9 Feel/Sound: 9.5 
Versatility: 9.5 Gapping: 9 
Spin retention: 9.5 


Web: www.vokey.com 




The right lines 

Precision face- 
milling and deep 
TX3 grooves work 
together to boost 
spin rates and grip 
from both the short 
and long grass. 


Wide choice 

Sole width, camber 
and bounce are 
engineered to 
give six options to 
cover a range of 
attack angles and 
turf firmness. 
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Four things 
we learned 

The truth about wet golf 
balls and dark clubheads 

Dark heads look smaller 

You can buy most of the wedges on 
test in a range of finishes, with many 
offering a lighter and a darker look - for 
example Cleveland make both a Tour and 
Black Satin option in the 588 RTX 2.0. 
Testers frequently commented on how the 
darker version made the head look more 
compact, even though the dimensions 
were identical. This is worth taking into 
account when making your choice. 

The wet ball effect 

In the ideal wedge contact, a dry face 
meets a dry ball. This allows the face 
milling to apply maximum friction to the 
ball, sending it out relatively low and 
packed with spin. During TrackMan testing 
we aimed for such dry impacts, but the 
occasional wet ball inevitably got through. 
When this happens, less friction is 
possible: the ball simply runs up the face, 
producing much lower spin and launching 


higher. We discounted those shots. Modern 
designs limit this effect, but on wet days 
make sure you allow for it. 

Don’t ignore the shaft 

The 2010 groove rule change - and 
consequent drop in wedge spin - led to an 
increased focus on wedge-specific shafts. 
Testing shows shaft bend profiles can have 
a significant impact on lifting or calming 
spin rates: KBS’s Wedge shaft for example 
moderates spin while their Hi-Rev raises it 
- as does True Temper’s DG Spinner. 
Understanding whether you need your 


wedge spin rates raised or lowered is key 
to using your best shaft. 

High spin isn’t necessarily good 

With all the fuss made about spin 
creation, it’s quite easy to form a belief 
that the higher the spin rate, the better the 
club. It’s not the case. On a couple of 
occasions our testers found wedges too 
spinny, the ball checking on shots they felt 
should run out. Very high spin is also no 
good without consistency: our top scorers 
didn’t always produce the most rpm, but 
their spin rates were remarkably steady. 


The key 

TrackMan 

statistics 


• 2010’s groove rule change 
outlawed the sharper-edged 
U-shaped grooves that were 
deemed to improve spin 
performance from rough. Ever 
since, wedge engineers have 
been seeking legal ways to 
recoup that lost performance. 


They’ve broadly focused on 
two areas - face roughness, 
created by advanced milling 
techniques, and groove edge 
and size technology. 

• While face milling dictates 
the majority of spin creation 
from a clean, dry lie, it’s groove 


technology that gets to work 
in the rough. The grooves’ 
main function is not so much 
to create spin as to trap the 
moisture and dirt you get in 
longer grass, helping the milled 
face do its job. 

• Spin retention from rough. 


then, is a key part of a wedge’s 
design - and below, we can 
see how the 14 clubs on test 
fared. Note that the ball’s 
launch angle rises as spin rate 
drops - a direct consequence 
of the loss of friction between 
clubfaceand ball. 


Wedges 

50-yard range mat, 

50-yard two-inch rough, 56°^^| 

Spin retention 



SpirTopm)! 


Progen Chromo 

8369 

220 

2500 

36“ 

32% 

MD Golf Superstrong 

7802 

28° 

3071 

36° 

39% 

Yonex WS-2 

8910 

25° 

2900 

o 

00 

CO 

39% 

Wilson Staff FG Tour 

7899 

25° 

2900 

36° 

37% 

Ping Glide 

6966 

30° 

2600 

37° 

37% 

Cobra Tour Trusty 

7526 

24° 

3200 

36° 

43% 

John Letters MM Grind 

7463 

25° 

2990 

36“ 

40“/o 

Mizuno MP-T5 

7752 

25° 

3200 

36“ 

41% 

Callaway Mack Daddy 2 

7299 

25° 

3800 

36“ 

47% 

TaylorMade R Series EF 

7658 

27° 

4100 

32° 

53% 

Bettinardi H2 

7480 

23° 

2800 

35“ 

37“/o 

Nike Engage 

7642 

o 

00 

CsJ 

3376 

35° 

47% 

Cleveland 588 RTX 2.0 

8440 

o 

00 

CM 

3376 

35° 

40% 

Titleist Vokey SMS 

8073 

23° 

4380 

36° 

54% 
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ffhe Ney^olf Buddy BBS 


m Innovative m Trendy m Two sizes 
m 7 colours m Light & comfortable 
a Courses mapped on foot 
a Maps updated weekly 


www.gpsg offb Lid dy.eu 


The BBS is the world’s first golf GPS band. Available NOW RRP £199.95 



BIG MAX Z 360 
spin me right round" 



From a baby stroller to a shopping trolley 360° wheels help us navigate 
through lifes tightest spaces. 

So next time your drive forces you into the woods or you have to turn your 
gear on the spot let the BIG MAX Z 360 and its 360° front wheel help get you 
back on course. 

For all golf's twists and turns - BIG MAX Z 360 






facebook.com/bigmaxgolf-www.bigmaxgolf.com - office(g)golftech.eu 
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HENRIK STENSON 




SHOOT 

LOWER 


World No.3 Henrik Stenson shows you 
how to smarten up your scorecard 
without spending hours on the range 


hen people tell me I hit 89 per cent 

W) of fairways and 94 per cent of 

greens in regulation the year I won 
my first Race to Dubai title in 2013, I’m still 
astonished by those stats. I only missed four 
out of 72 greens that week, and on one of 
those occasions my ball was plugged in the 
fairway, so you could say my long game was 
in good order! It goes without saying that 
when I won the FedEx Cup and Race to Dubai 
double-double that year, my ball striking was 
extremely solid. It was the same when I won 
the Players at Sawgrass in 2009 and at the 
Omega Dubai Desert Classic in 2007. I’m not 
the best putter on tour, but when I’m on from 
tee to green, I can win a tournament with 
average putting stats. That’s rare though. A 
lot of my focus for the 2015 season has been 
to improve my putting. 

So how can you score better this year? 
There are days when you’ll hit it great and 
days when you’ll feel like you have no idea 
where the next shot is going - that’s golf. 

But there are areas of your game that you 
can sharpen up that will bring your scores 
tumbling down regardless. With a more 
reliable chipping technique, a better approach 
on the greens and a smarter on course 
strategy, you’ll turn net 75s into net 70s. 

Turn over to find out how. 




NIP IT OFF THOSE 
TIGHT LIES 

It's not easy to chip from the close-cropped 
grass around the green, but here's a very 
reliable method you can use 

In my mind, Bermuda grass is the trickiest 
surface to chip off, but you find a lot of it in 
American and the Middle East so you need to 
learn the best technique. In Europe, that 
technique works on those tight lies you often 
find around the green. A lot of amateurs get 
their hands well forward at address with 
plenty of shaft lean. If you catch the ball first, 
you can get a decent result - but there’s 
always a tendency for the leading edge to dig 
in, which either causes duffs or trappy chips 
that race way past the target. 

'Stand the shaft 
upright and move 
closer to the ball' 


One of my favourite methods for chipping 
consistently off tight lies is to stand much 
closer to the ball and get the shaft standing 
more upright at address. I turn the toe in a 
little and with a feeling of pretty dead hands, 

I try to clip the ball on the toe. Because the 
clubhead is standing up slightly, the grass 
doesn’t have a chance to grab it on the way 
through. You’re not going to get loads of spin 
playing it this way, but if you’re looking for 
solid, reliable contact on a basic chip where 
you have some green to work with, this is a 
great technique to use. 



STAND THE HEEL UP 

Look how tight I am to the ball in this 
sequence. My shaft at address is stood up 
so the heel of the wedge is slightly off the 
ground. From here, it’s much easier to nip 
the ball cleanly off the turf. 



lifRAH 

IgSTATES 


Don’t pull the trigger until 
you believe in what you’re 
about to do. I pick a small " 
target - as the old saying 
goes, aim small, miss small £ 
r^'and ojnc^f 
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HENRIK STENSON 



For all shots around the 
green, it’s about playing 
them in a way that gives 
you most margin for 
error. You’d rather have 
an 8-foot putt for par 
every single time than 
one putt of five feet and 
another of 30 feet. 


PITCHING 
TO WIN 


When you think of 
Henrik Stenson’s 
game, the first thing 
that springs to mind 
is imperious ball- 
striking. Maybe the 
best example of this 
is that 3-wood he hit 
on the final hole of 
the 2013 DP World 
Tour Championship 
that finished just 
inches from the cup. 
But the Swede has 
been just as deadly 
from inside 100 
yards as well in 
closing out 
tournaments, a range 
not renowned as a 
strength of his game. 
He sealed the deal 
just a few months 
ago in Dubai (below) 
with a wedge to five 
feet on the 18th hole. 

It may be the 
spectacular 3-wood 
shots that stand out 
in the memory, but 
it’s this scoring range 
where the top 
players earn their 
money. Sharpening 
this area of your own 
game is your best 
route to lower scores 
in 2015. 




Something 
simple that I do 
a lot and would 
recommend to 
any amateur is to 
regularly check 
how I’m aiming 
the putter. 


AVOID EXCESS 
ROTATION IN 
YOUR STROKE 


My putting coach Phil Kenyon and 
I have been working to eliminate 
a reliance on timing my release 


I’ve started working on my putting with (TG 
Top 50 coach) Phil Kenyon again. I saw Phil 
around the time of last year’s PGA [Stenson 
finished in a tie for third] and have been doing 
some work since then. First off, we took the 
data on my stroke using a few different tools 
like the SAM Putt Lab. I’ve always tended to 
have a bit too much rotation in my stroke, 
which brings the timing factor of my release 
into it too much. So I’m working on 
eliminating the rotation by feeling that when 
I take the putter back, the face is pointing a 
little bit stronger towards the ball and the 
target. If that toe rotates away from the ball 
too much, at some point it has to come back 
and you find yourself changing the club path 
to accommodate it. 





HENRIK STENSON 



THE QUICKEST WAY 
TO REALLY IMPROVE 

Spend a bit of time practising your green 
reading, alignment and pace control and 
you will knock shots off your scores 


Even tour pros sometimes struggle to read 
greens consistently. There are always subtle 
changes to the grass and the grain that mean 
you can have a week where you just don’t see 
the lines as well. How you approach it 
mentally is a big part of it. When I look back 
at a good putting week, I usually had more 
clarity of thought, made firm decisions and 
stuck to them. When my green reading is on, 

I feel extremely comfortable on the greens. 

I’m not worried or second guessing myself. 
When you’re putting poorly, it’s usually 
because you’re making poor reads that in 
turn lead to questioning your stroke. If I had to 
take five shots off an 18 -handicapper’s score 
as quickly as possible, I wouldn’t even look 
at their swing. Amateurs make so many 
mistakes on the greens, with reading, pace 
and alignment, that it’s really worth putting 
the time in to sharpen this area. It’s very hard 
for an average golfer to shave five shots off 
their long game, but on and around the 
greens, you could do it with a couple of 
months of focused practice. 


I used to have an 
issue where my 
right arm would 
come out a bit, 
while my left elbow 
was tucked in. Now I 
really try to align my 
arms in my set-up. 




Aim well and you 
can create a pure 
stroke that has 
no need for 
..manipulation' 


good way l6 
|■cl^eck if your arms 
^Sare aligned is to 
pi ace a cane d r 
shaft across ypur 
forearms (flex ypur 
elbows a little more 
to hold it there). 



HENRIK STENSON 




PLAY A SMARTER 


Bad decisions are a bigger sourceof | 
dropped shots than any one poor swing. 
Here's how to avoid making them 


What are the most common mistakes I see 
amateurs make in pro-ams? The No.l error 
would have to be decision-making. 

There’s a temptation to think that because 
you’re not entirely sure where the ball is going 
to go, it doesn’t matter what club you take off 
the tee. But you’ve got to get into the habit of 
making smart, strategic decisions. 

Just as crucial is club choice when it 
comes to hitting into greens. Amateurs tend 
to select the right club for their best possible 
strike. Faced with a 160-yard shot where their 
very best 7- iron goes 160, but their average 
might only be 150, they’ll take a 7. Nine times 
out of 10, you’ll come up short and the way 
most golf courses are set up, most of the 


'Set yourself the 
target of keeping 
double-bogeys off 
your 


trouble is in front of the green, not behind it. 

If in doubt or in between, take a longer club. 

! The easiest way for you to improve your 
j'^ score right away is to play a smarter game, 
especially when in trouble. If your handicap 
i is 18 or below, set out with the mindset of 
keeping anything worse than a double bogey 
off your card. It’s not easy to accomplish, but 
if you look at the vast majority of scores 
worse than bogey, a mental error of some 
sort is usually to blame. Learn to play with 
high margins of error in every department of 
your game, but particularly the short game. 

I mentioned chipping earlier, but the same 
applies to pitching. If you’ve got a 90- 
yard shot, instead of going at it like 
a mad axe-man with a 58-degree 
wedge, take a pitching wedge, grip 
down and make a nice, smooth three- 
quarter swing. Remember, even if 
you’re a good player, you don’t always 
have to go for it. 




LEGENDARY GOLF COURSES 

The game of golf is at its worldwide best at Vinpearl Golf Clubs. With a beautiful 
and picturesque ocean side 1 8-hole course in Nha Trang, a 27-hole golf course 
sculpted out of the forest in Phu Quoc and more in the pipeline, Vinpearl Golf Clubs 
bring challenges to your game at every level and test your skills with slick greens 


and undulating fairways that require the utmost precision to master. 


Come play the most exciting golf holes Vietnam has to offer and discover your own 
path to become one of the game's greatest legends. 


Vinpearl Golf Club Phu Quoc 

Bai Dai, Phu Quoc Island, Kien Giang Province, Vietnam 
T: (+84) 773 51 9 999 I F: (+84) 773 848 886 


Vinpearl Golf Club Nho Trong 

Hon Tre Island, Nha Trang, Vietnam 

T: +84 58 3 590 919 IF: +84 58 3 591 31 3 


Vinpearl Gdf Cub 


E: info@vinpearlgolf.com 


www.vinpearlgolf.com 







'Dragon's Den 
is nothing 
compared to 
standing on 
the first tee at 
St Andrews!' 







MY LIFE IN GOLF 

Peter 

Jones 


The 'Dragon' on hitting it 
miles, getting down to scratch 
and missing a two-inch putt 


WORDS KEVIN BROWN PICTURES JAMES CHEADLE, BBC 


O eter Jones is a giant of a man 
in every sense. Standing over 
6ft Tins, the star of popular 
BBC TV show Dragon’s Den has 
emerged from humble beginnings to 
become a self-made multi-millionaire 
with an estimated worth of £475m. 

Nowadays the 49-year-old has a lot 
of fingers in a lot of pies with interests 
in a wide range of companies and a 
variety of markets that collectively 
generate sales of more than £250m 
and employ more than 1,000 people. 
Awarded a CBE in 2009, Jones always 
knew he had what it takes, saying: 

“I wanted to do the best I could, 
knowing that one day I was going to 
be a multi-millionaire.” 

He’s invested over £3m during his 
time in the den and told us: “It’s been 
a very important part of my life.” 

Since 2005, he’s been involved in nine 
series and is currently working on two 
new shows (one in the UK and the 
other in America), both in the early 
production stages. 

Besides his busy commercial and 
television life, Jones has managed to 
maintain a seven handicap. He hits 
it a mile and, as you’d expect, is 
extremely competitive on the course... 

I’ve been playing golf on and off for 

30 years. I first started playing with 
some friends when I was in my teens. 
I’m not quite sure how I ended up 
with my current 7.5 handicap 
considering the fact that work. 


Afewof the 
the Dragon's 
favourite 
things... 

• Golfer: A tough 
call but I would have 
to pickjackforhis 
record-breaking 18 
majors and his great 
golfing mindset. 

• Fourball: Barack 
Obama, Tiger Woods 
and my father, 
David, would be a 
great day out. 

• Possession: My 
stripy socks! 

• Inspiration: 
Albert Einstein. 

• Way to relax: 
Watching golf on TV. 

• Peter is at the 
helm of The Peter 
Jones Foundation, 
which raises funds 
through various 
events to help 
secure a brighter 
future for young 
people across the 
UK. Last year he 
hosted his annual 
Enterprise Golf 
Challenge at 
Bearwood Lakes GC, 
Berkshire, raising 
approximately 
£45,000 for the 
Foundation. 

ITe says: "This 
year is our 10th 
anniversary and 
we are focused 
on making it the 
biggest one yet.” 


business commitments and home life 
combine to ensure that I don’t get 
onto the course as often as I’d like. 

I don’t get the time and chance to 

practice much. I suppose you could 
say I’m a bit of a fair weather golfer in 
that I tend to mainly play during my 
holidays in August in Portugal — I 
particularly enjoy Quinta do Lago — 
and in December in Barbados. 

The only other times I get out are 

when I take part in charity or 
celebrity events. 2014 was a golden 
year for me in that I managed to help 
England win the Celebrity Cup 
against Scotland, Wales and Ireland 
at Celtic Manor and appeared in the 
Dunhill Links at St Andrews. Playing 
in events like those is much more 
nerve wracking than performing in 
front of the television cameras. 

Dragon’s Den is nothing compared to 
standing on the 1st tee at St Andrews! 

One day I’d love to become a 

scratch golfer. That’s my ambition, 
but you’ve got to be realistic and 
owing to my current work/life balance 
it’s a distinct possibility this is one 
goal I might not achieve. But who 
knows? I’ve got this far without 
regular lessons, so maybe the odd 
lesson here and there might put me 
on the right track. 

I’m fiercely competitive when 

I’m out on the course. Make no 
mistake, I play to win as well as 
to enjoy myself Golf, for a few 
hours anyway, gets me away 
from all the pressures in life and 
business. It’s something of a 
great escape and it might 
be a bit hard to believe 
but I prefer to keep 
business and pleasure 
separate when I’m out 
on the course. 

I’m extremely competitive 

but in a gentlemanly way. 

I usually play for pride and 
enjoyment though every so 
often we’ll stick a tenner or 
£20 into the pot and that 
helps to keep your mind and 
game fully focused. But I’m 
nowhere near as competitive as 
my good friend Ian Poulter. 

For me, there’s no other sport 

like golf Every round is a 
challenge. No day is the same 



in terms of the weather, playing 
conditions and your own game — you 
could be driving brilliantly one day, 
but hitting it all over the place off the 
tee the next, or putting superbly one 
day but three-putting on every green 
the next time you play. And that’s 
what makes it so frustrating. 

My worst moment in golf was 

missing a two-inch putt on the I8th 
to draw a match against Alan Shearer 
at Quinta do Lago. I really do need 
to practise my putting! He was all 
smiles when he took my £20. 

I’ve had some wonderful times on 

the course but probably my best 
single moment was chipping in at last 
summer’s Celebrity Cup. There were 
thousands of people there and it was 
a great feeling to see the ball drop. 

I’ve had a hole-in-one and I know 

that is considered every golfer’s holy 
grail, but for me it was a complete 
and utter fluke. So much so that in 
my book it doesn’t count so I have 
erased it from my memory bank. It 
happened many years ago on the 
nine-hole course at Leeds Castle in 
Kent and somehow, after several 
bounces, the ball dropped in. 

My best round was a level par 72 on 

the South course at Quinta do Lago. 

It was one of those rare days when 
everything went right and everything 
went in. It was even more pleasing to 
play so well on such a top course 
which has staged the Portuguese 
Open eight times, including in 

1989 when Monty finished 
-24, won by II shots and 
smashed the course 
record of 63- That put 
my effort in the shade 
somewhat! 

The best course I’ve 

played is the exclusive 
Green Monkey course at 
Sandy Lane in Barbados. 
The conditioning is out 
of this world. 

My favourite club is my 

driver, because when it goes 
straight it goes a long way. 
Unfortunately every now 
and then I have a tendency 
to slice the ball, which can 
put me in big trouble. 

You’ll often see me playing 
on the wrong fairway! 
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Improve your game this 



Join our team of top coaches, led by PGA Master Professional Scott 



The short game daiys 


This is a very practical day to help you become a wizard on 
and around the greens, so you can consistently lower your 
scores. You will learn vital principles that are key to you 
obtaining a reliable short game. You will get the chance to 
practice and receive coaching on all key areas. You will learn 
the key fundamentals of great putting, from technique to 
green reading, plus the key principles for chipping, pitching 
and sand play, and how to make effective shot choices. You 
will also learn how to deal with trouble shots and awkward 
lies. A nine-hole playing lesson is part of the day. 


For more details, including prices and availability 




READER OFFER 


summer at a 



el ping you play better golf is at the 

H heart of what we do - so weVe 

teamed up with one of the UK’s top 
instructors to launch the new Today’s Golfer 
Academy series. 

Hosted at Marriott’s golf venues across 
the UK by PGA Master Professional Scott 
Grant ield, these day-long teaching sessions 
- taking place from May to September - will 
focus on improving your long or short game. 

Mornings will be spent on the range fixing 
your faults, before you can go out on the 
course for nine holes after lunch to put what 
you’ve learned into practice. There will be a 
maximum of 15 people on the day, so you 
are guaranteed plenty of one-on-one 
instruction. 


Grant ield says: “If you want to improve 
your game, this is an ideal opportunity. We’ll 
be going to some great Marriott venues, 
from Southampton to Edinburgh. 

“You will learn some real secrets on why 
the way you focus has a massive impact on 
your golf performance. You will also get to 
play nine holes under the watchful eye of the 
coaches, to help you bridge the gap between 
practice range and course. 

“All our coaching is based on the laws of 
how you think and move, and no session is 
complete without you learning why the way 
you focus has a massive impact on your golf 
performance. This one bit of information can 
often cure you of anxiety, as well as improve 
your skills and results.’’ 


Host venues 

We’ve teamed up with Marriott to 
host the Today’s Golfer Academies. 
Marriott has some superb courses 
across the UK, each one set 
alongside a four-star hotel. Our 
Long Game and Short Game days 
will take place every month at: 

1 . Dalmahoy Marriott Hotel & 
Country Club. 

2 . Hollins Hall Marriott Hotel & 
Country Club. 

3 . Breadsall Priory Marriott Hotel 
& Country Club. 

4 . Meon Valley Marriott Hotel & 
Country Club. 



The long game days 


You will learn and apply essential but often overlooked 
principles that allow you to swing the club in a more 
natural and effective way, giving you more control over 
your shots and more consistency. You will learn subjects 
that are key to you obtaining a consistent game, such 
as balance, posture, effective movement for power etc. 
While these are general subjects, our unique coaching 
approach will show you how these become completely 
personal to you, so that you can continue to benefit long 
after the day has finished. 


5 . St Pierre Marriott Hotel & 
Country Club. 

6 . Forest of Arden Marriott Hotel & 
Country Club. 

7 . Worsley Park Marriott Hotel & 
Country Club. 







NATIONAL GOLF MONTH 

GET GOLFING MAY 2015 

#GETGDLFING ioiNat Golf Month 



GETAHUENB 
GOLFING IN 


AY 2015 


From free rounds and lessons to thousands of other fantastic golf deals 
and offers, log on to www.natioiialgolfmonth.com from AprU 1st 













fe;: 


“Golf is a game that 
has given me and my 
family great pleasure, 
health benefits and 
oportunities to meet 
some amazing people” 

Paul McGinley, 
Captain of the 
European team for 
the 2014 Ryder cup 




Dual Display- 
Technology offers 
a bright red display 
in low light and a 
black high contrast 




New 

Gear 


LATEST KIT REVEALED. 
REVIEWED & RATED 


EDITED BY DUNCAN LENN 



Black or red? 

The red faceplate 
lets the Tour X 
measure slopes 
and can't be used 
in comps -so just 
swap it for the 
black, legal face. 




Measure 
slopes, 
stay legal 

Tour X rangefinder has a 
detachable face plate that 
offers slope info if you need it 


O ccording to the R&A, you 

can’t use distance 
measuring devices that 
factor in things like temperature, 
wind and slopes in competition. 

So Bushnell’s new Tour X laser 
rangefinder finally gets around the 
problem by offering two viewing 
modes - via a gradient-measuring 
red faceplate and a tournament- 
legal black one. 

“With Exchange Technology, 
golfers are able to use the same 
device in practice, gaining exact 
yardages plus slope compensated 
distances, while also being able to 


Extra features 

Bushnell says the 
Tour X is five times 
faster than other 
models to acquire 
its target, while the 
JOLT feature gives 
two vibrating bursts 
when it locks on. 




use the same device legally in 
comps - subject to local rules,” 
explains Bushnell’s Thomas Disch. 

The Tour X offers accuracy of up 
to half-a-yard up to 125 yards. From 
126 up to 1,000 yards it is accurate 
up to plus or minus a yard. 

“Our patented Slope Technology 
works by instantly calculating the 
distance and slope angle between 
the player’s position and their target 
using a built-in inclinometer,” adds 
Disch. “Tour X then displays the 
degree of this angle, as well as the 
compensated yardage.” 

• Details: £419, www.bushnellgolf.eu 




more at impact 
to produce more 
consistent ball speeds 
evenonmistrikes. 


ADAMS 


Blue sky thinking 


Extra flex 


Velocity Slots help 
the clubf ace flex 


— 0 — 

More hang time 

A new low and back 
centre of gravity in 
allmetalwoodsand 
irons is designed 
to deliver a higher 
launch, more spin, 
and more airtime. 


All-new range of woods and irons promotes launch, spin and distance 


© ost of US need a little help to get 

the ball in the air more easily, and 
more consistently. It makes the 
game more fun - and it’s something 
Adams has focused on in its all-new 
Blue family. 

The driver, woods, hybrids and irons 
feature the firm’s new Easy Launch 
System, made up of three performance 
benefits that work together to give golfers 
more airtime: 


1 Higher launch, more spin. All clubs in the 
Blue series are designed with the centre of 
gravity moved further back and lower in 
the head. Adams says that helps the club 
create more loft at impact, increasing 
launch angle and spin rate. 

2 Forgiveness. Velocity Slot Technology 
encourages the entire face to flex more on 
impact, boosting distance on all strikes. 

3 Versatility. Finally, the narrower shaft tip 
diameters found in the new SlimTech 


shafts help to promote easy launch from 
any lie on the course. 

“Adams Blue is engineered to help 
golfers hit higher, straighter shots more 
consistently,” said Brian Bazzel, Senior 
Director, Product Creation. 

“Through a sophisticated, simple design. 
Blue matches an aesthetically-pleasing 
look with proven performance technologies 
to make the game more fun for more 
golfers.” 
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• Details: Blue driver will be available in 
three different lofts (9.5°, 10.5° and 12°) with 
a 55g Aldila SlinnTech shaft at an RRP of 
£199. Fairway 15°, 19° or 22° with an RRP 
of £149. Hybrid 19°, 21°, 23° or 25° with an 
RRP of £129. 

Blue irons are sold as either a combination 
set including a 3 and 4-hybrid along with the 
5-iron to PW for £599 (s) or £699 (g), or just 
an iron-set. Irons (5-PW) will retail at £399 
(s) or £499 (g). www.adamsgolf.com 


New 

Gear 


Smoother launch 

SlimTech shafts 
feature narrower tip 
diameters to promote 
lower kick points 
and high launch 
conditions. 
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TAYLORMADE 

Groove is in the heart 


EF Spin Groove wedge uses a face plate created to boost spin and lifespan 


aylorMade’s latest wedge features 

a face plate not much thicker than 
a razor blade, and as bendable as 
a credit card. It’s made of nickel cobalt, 
and designed to make your short game 
spinnier for longer. 

The face plate is just a hundredth of an 
inch thick, but is extremely tough and very 
durable. The plate - which is bonded into 
the head with polymer - is the result of 
TaylorMade’s research into electroforming - 
a method of shaping metal. 

“It’s the process they use to create those 
intricate medallions on the back of clubs,” 
says wedge creator Clay Long. 

“Using the process to create a wedge 
face has allowed us to create sharper 



grooves that will retain their angles for 
longer - slowing the drop in performance 
all wedges experience as their groove 
edges break down.” TaylorMade is 
conducting tests to see just how much life 
this new face will add. 

There are two grind options. The more 
specialised ATV has a little less bounce, a 
concave sole, thicker leading edge and is 
ideal for firm fairways and soft sand; Tour 
Grind has a narrower leading edge, a 
slight camber and a little bit of heel 
shaved off to add versatility on 
open-face shots. 

• Details: RRP £119. KBS Tour Wedge 
shaft. 47°, 50°, 52°, 54°, 56°, 58°, 60°. 
www.taylormadegolf.com 


Familiarlook 

It has the same 
classic shape 
of the brand's 
TP wedges. 



Smoky finish 

The head is made 
from soft carbon 
steel (304 stainless 
in the TP) and 
it sports a dark 
Smoke PVD finish. 


BEHIND THE TECH 

rr '1 Designer Clay Long 
J describes how the 
^ ^ EFs face plate works 

• How does the plate increase spin? 

The grooves are a little sharper 
because they are not machined. 

When you machine grooves you have 
to build in manufacturing tolerances 
so you don’t go over the groove limit 
set by the R&A. In the EF Spin 
Groove, electroforming lays nickel 
cobalt down on a mould, made to the 
negative of the groove geometry, and 
layered on to the face like any kind of 
plating process. So there are sharper 
edges to the grooves and greater 
definition in their shape. 

• How much spin is added? 

Initial tests show an increase of about 
150rpm from our old grooves on a 
30-yard pitch. That’s worth having, 
but it sits alongside the second chief 
benefit, which is longevity. 

• How have you increased the 
wedge’s life? 

The face plate may be very thin, but 
it is also very tough. This means its 
grooves are going to last a long time 
before the edges start to break down. 

• Won’t a hard face plate affect feel? 

Yes, the plate is durable, but its 
thinness and structure mean it has 
not compromised feel. Secondly, 
this very thin face plate is bonded 
with polymer into a body of carbon 
steel, one of the best materials for 
feel and sound you can get in 
a wedge. 




Weightless 

The CG Black driver 
weighs 5g less than 
its predecessor, and is 
said to be the lightest 
driver on the market. 


CLEVELAND 


Highflyer 

CG has been 
lowered and 
brought forward 
to raise launch 
and lower spin. 


Back to black j r 

CG Black sheds weight to spur slower swings 

O 0W many times have you seen | clubhead is on off-centre hits, swing 
a tour player ripping one 360 i MO I focuses on how little resistance a 
down the middle and thought : club has to being moved. The theory is 


O 0W many times have you seen 

a tour player ripping one 360 
down the middle and thought 
‘I just can’t swing it like that.’ 

Cleveland Golf had the same 
thought, and the new CG Black drivers 
are the result. They estimate average 
golfers, especially seniors and higher 
handicappers, have swing speeds 
15mph or more slower than tour 
players (who average 113mph). 

So the new CG Black driver weighs 
5g less than its predecessor, is 
the lightest driver on 
sale by a major ^ ^ 

company and ^ 

features a lower ^ 

‘swing MCI’ - j 

the moment of M 

inertia of the ^ ^ ~ m 

entire club, from 

head to the butt 

of the shaft. 

I nstead of a ^ 

measurement of 
how stable the 


clubhead is on off-centre hits, swing 
MCI focuses on how little resistance a 
club has to being moved. The theory is 
that a 260g driver will be easier to move 
quickly for those with swing speeds 
under 90mph. There’s a standard and 
an adjustable Custom version. 

The CG Black irons are game- 
improvement clubs aimed at golfers 
who swing at less than 90mph with the 
driver and are looking for higher 
launch and more carry. 

The set includes hollow hybrid- 
._ -M - ^ like long irons with high- 

— X strength steel faces, two- 
] piece mid irons with a 
high-strength steel face 
US insert and one-piece 
cavity back short irons. 

W i A CG Black Cavity Back 

1 version is designed with 
^ 1 K better players in mind, 

i I • Details: CG Black RRP 

■ £229, Custom £279. CG 

■ Black irons RRP £649, CB 
I £700. www.clevelandgolf.com 



Hot this month 



Motocaddy bag range 

Their biggest ever range helps you go 
coordinated with 17 colour options 
across four models. Each employs the 
Easilock trolley-to-bag mechanism. 

• Details: RRP Dry Series £179.99, 

Pro Series £149.99, Club Series £99.99, 
Lite Series £79.99 www.motocaddy.com 



PowaKaddy trolley bags 

A new trio. Premium, Deluxe and Lite, 
offer brighter colours and more quality. 
All sport 14 full-length dividers, E-Zee 
lift handle and an external putter bay. 

• Details: RRP Premium £149.99, 
Deluxe £99.99, Lite £79.99 
WWW. powa kaddy.co. u k 



Big Max Aqua 0, M and 7 

These three additions to the waterproof 
Aqua range are more streamlined but 
still packed with features. lOin C and 
9in M are cart bags with a zone for fat 
putter grips: 7 is a compact cart bag. 

• Details: RRP Aqua C £219, Aqua M 
£189.99, Aqua 7 £139.99 
www.bigmaxgolf.co.uk 
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Milled from soft carbon 
steel with a bronze 
finish. Mallet and blade 
options. Super Fly-Mill 
face milling. £299. 


BETTINARPI 

The flattest f latsticks 


BB Series 

Milled from mild carbon 


Kuchar 

Milled from soft carbon 
steel with a pewter 
PVD finish. Available 
in standard (33-35in) 
or Armlock versions 
(38-44in). Feel Impact 
Technology face 
milling. £279. 


steel with a satin silver 
finish. Six headshape 
options, FioneyComb 
face milling. £239. 


These new putters are milled to a thousandth of an inch. . . at a price 


O putter with an RRP of £375 - and 

another with 7° of loft (nnost have 
three) - are among the latest 
range of 17 putters unveiled by premium 
flatstick crafter Bob Bettinardi. 

To be fair the £375 wand is not quite 
typical of the range. The brand’s limited- 
edition Signature model, is made from 
303 stainless steel, “a very high-precision 
material used for only the finest products,” 
Bettinardi insists. 


But what the putter does share with the 
rest are the brand’s key design traits of 
exceptionally precise engineering and a 
production process that sees putter and 
hosel sculpted from one block of steel (see 
below). “Milling from a single block 
permits so much precision and quality that 
the look and most importantly the feel will 
be unparalleled,” Bettinardi told us. 

The 7° option features in the Armlock #1, 
a collaboration with Matt Kuchar, who putts 


with an extended grip against the inside of 
the lead forearm. “Testing confirmed 7° 
was the optimal loft to compensate for the 
forward press that comes with that grip,” 
Bettinardi adds. His putters also feature 
three face-milling patterns - Feel Impact 
Technology gives the softest feel. Super Fly- 
Mill gives a crisper, responsive feel, while 
HoneyComb gives a firmer feel. 

• Details: Prices from £240-£375, 
www.bettinardi.co.uk 



HOW A PUTTER IS CRAFTED FROM A BLOCK OF STEEL 


/I 

Sole marks are added 

Head markings are then cut 
into the clubhead, again 


Hosel is part of the block 

Head and hosel are milled as 
one, avoiding the heat welding 


Milling creates very flat face 

HoneyComb milling thwarts the 
dishing effect that can happen 


The putter takes shape 

Hi-tech computerised milling 
machines sculpt the head from 


its single steel block. i that can compromise feel. i applied with extreme precision, i with horizontal milling. 
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GALVIN GREEN 


Come on summer, 
do your worst! 

Latest outerwear will help you beat any weather 


here may be plenty of life left in 

T the traditional golf sweater, but 
lighter performance garments - 
such as those found in Galvin’s new 
Insula range - provide real competition. 

New for 2015, Insula jackets, pullovers 
and body warmers are made from a light 
and soft fabric which features tiny 
pockets that capture and retain body 
heat. They’re designed to breathe and 
retain warmth as required. 


A second standout product from Galvin 
Green’s new range for spring and summer 
is a pair of waterproof trousers designed 
to stretch with a golfer’s movement. The 
stretch material - employed in both the 
fabric and the lining of the Alf Stretch - 
is positioned in a variety of optimal 
directions to improve ease of movement 
during play. Galvin’s £330 price tag 
underscores the technology involved. 

• Details: www.galvingreen.com 




Maddox VentilS 

Exposed parts of the shirt 
are armed with ventilation- 
boosting fabrics. £95 



Akron Gore-TexPaclite 

Very light and breathable, with 
water-repellent zips. Adjustable at 
the chest and bottom edge. £200 


Free app helps you beat the weather 


Galvin Green’s new 
Dress for the Weather 
app delivers updates 
on demand based on 
your location, before 
recommending the 
most appropriate of 
three layering options 


- wet, cold or windy. 

It then suggests 
coordinated garments 
to make up those 
layers, selected from 
the 50 products in the 
men’s range or 30 in 
the ladies’. Once your 


layers have been 
selected, it also 
advises you where your 
nearest retailer is. 

The app is free to 
download now from 
Apple Store or 
Google Play. 




Hot this month 



Golf Buddy BBS GPS Band 

BB5 is part watch, part GPS, delivering 
distances to the front, middle and back 
of the green. It can also measure shot 
distances and how far you’ve walked. 
Rechargeable battery lasts 13 hours. 

• £199.95, www.golfbuddy.eu 



Golf Locker bags 

Two new bags take the weight, the cart 
bag under 51b and the stand bag under 
41b. The cart includes an insulated 
drinks pouch, the stand bag a 
cushioned seven-way divider top. 

• £59.99, www.direct-golf.co.uk 



Superstroke grips 

TXl grip sees the putter grip specialists 
branch into the rest of the game. The 
higher hand fits against a tacky corded 
section while the lower portion is softer 
to boost feel. Five colours. 

• £14.99, www.brandfusionltd.co.uk 
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Forged 
real deals 


Th 


obra has released two better-player 

^ ) irons as additions to their technical 

/ Fly-Z fannily. Both the Fly-Z+ and Fly-Z 

Pro models use a sophisticated forging process 
and tungsten weighting to deliver what the 
brand’s director of product marketing Jose 
Miraflor describes as “tour trajectories and 
superior feel and precision for better players”. 
The two irons will complement the versatile 
Fly-Z and game-improver Fly-Z XL models. 

Details: Fly-Z Pro £749; Fly-Z-r £699 
'eight-piece sets), www.cobragolf.com 
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Fly-Z+ and Fly-Z+ Pro irons are 
aimed squarely at the shotmaker 


Fly-Z+ 

This iron ups the feel ante 
further with a sixth forging 
step. This time the tungsten 
is positioned in the heel 
and toe of the 3-7-iron to 
increase twist-resistance 
and accuracy. Forgiveness 
is boosted in the 3-8-iron 
thanks to a weight saved 
through a milled undercut. 
Shaft vibration is muted 
thanks to a TPU insert. 
Spec: Available in 3-PW, 

GW, right-hand only. 


COBRA 


Fly-ZPro 

This iron positions the 
weight low and centrally. 
Fly-Z Pro's better-player 
credentials are founded 
in its compact shape, low 
offset and thinner top line. 
Feel and control add to the 
mix with a spin-promoting 
milled face and a five-step 
forging process. 

Spec: Available in 2-PW, 
GW, right and left-handed. 




SHAFTS 

Pure results 

Q Can you explain to me what shaft 
puring is... and whether it’s worth me 
having it done? 

Mike Hurst, Waterlooville 

A No shaft is perfectly cylindrical - there 
is always a slight ovaling. Shaft puring 
aligns the tip of the oval - the longer axis 
- with the leading edge of the golf club. 

This allows the shaft to load and flex in a 
way that delivers the face square: if the tip 
of the oval points left of the blade, it will 
tend to close the face. | 

A very oval shaft, poorly aligned, could 
affect the face by up to four degrees at 


impact, causing a shot 10-12 yards offline. 
That means you could miss the green with 
a reasonable swing. 

Unpured shafts won’t be the cause of 
your slice - and puring them won’t slash 
your handicap. But it’s one of those 
things that will help the club perform as 
well as possible. Many golfers report 
preferring one iron in their set, and we 
often find that’s the one where the shaft 
is optimally aligned. 

Our job as fitters is to rule out the club 
as the cause of a bad shot - and this is 
another aspect that contributes to that. 
Pured shafts mean there is another thing 
you can check off. Whether that’s worth it 
I to you really depends on how bad your 
current shafts are - so it could well be 
worth getting them checked. 



Does shorter 
= straighter? 


Q I’ve been hearing a lot about how 
shorter drivers - and these “mini 
drivers’’ - are easier to control. Can I 
get an inch lopped off my driver shaft? 

Steve Hale, Ipswich 

A A shorter driver is easier to control 
than a longer one, and that’s why the 
average tour pro’s driver (44.25in) is 
about an inch shorter than the average 
club player’s. Yes, a longer club can 
develop more speed than a shorter 
one, but the drop in yards isn’t huge - 
and stats show that missing the 
sweetspot by 0.25 in can cost you 10 
yards on a 200-yard shot. Yes you can 
just shorten your driver, but it will 
make the shaft a little stiffer and the 
swing weight lighter. The stiffer flex 
I wouldn’t worry about - an inch 
shorter will only make a quarter to a 
third of a flex difference. But as for the 
swing weight, make sure the pro pours 
a little tungsten powder down the shaft 
to return the swingweight to its original 
level, before replacing the grip. 



r 



WHY DO MY PUTTS JUMP OFFLINE? 


Q Even my well-struck putts 
seem to skip offline. Could 
this be down to the putter - 
or is it my stroke? 


conditions, but your putter has 
them too. The ideal launch to 
get the ball rolling soonest is 
no more than 0.5-1°. I believe 



Harry Chalmers, Potters Bar 

A The area to look at is putter 
loft. We’re all familiar with the 
notion of optimal driver launch 


the ideal putter loft is 2.5°, 
which allows for a comfortable 
delofting during the stroke to 
create that launch. However, 
many putters on the market 


are built with four or five 
degrees of loft. Mix in a little 
extra bottom hand into your 
putting stroke and the ball 
launches too high, skipping 
instead of achieving true roll. 
I’d advise you to take your 
putter into your local clubfitter 
and have its loft checked. 


^ M m* aIiI AlYl 7 Pearson is a regular fixture in custom-fit expert KZG's worldwide top 100 clubf itters. He runs Performance 

^ iJUlwlllB Fitting Centre at Waterton Park GC, West Yorks. To ask him a question, email todaysgolfer@bauermedia.co,uk 
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BRITAINS N0.1 DISCOUNT GOLF SPECIALIST 



^aylorMade^ 


SLDR 460CC 

MRRPE349 

Adjustable Driver 

NOW 


£179 

koR 

MRRPE199 

Adjustable Fairway 

NOW 


£119 


SLDR 

Adjustable Hybrid 


MRRPE169 


LOFT UP"^ 

FOR MORE DISTANCG 


BUY A DRIVER 

FAIRWAY & HYBRID 

For Use Code 

Just 



SLDR Irons 
(4-PW) 


NOW 

£399 


S 21 stores nationwide O direct-goif.co.uk 









BRITAINS N0.1 DISCOUNT GOLF SPECIALIST 


Massive Savings On Leading Brands! 



CHALLENGE GOLF 


Titleist Pro V1 Practice 
Golf Balls (Bag of 24) , 


Boston 
Travel Cover 


MRRP £19.99 

NOW 


PRECERT. 


MRRP £79.99 

NOW 


Laddie 
Golf Balls 
(12 Pack) 


MRRP £16.99 

NOW 


Reverseable Enamel Belt 


MRRP £599 

NOW 


MRRP £45 

NOW 


MRRP £17 

NOW 


adidas' 


Srixon 


adicross III 
Spikeless Shoes 


Premium 

Leather 

Glove 


MRRP £59.99 

NOW 


MRRP £12 

NOW 


LADIES, GENTS & JUNIOR 


direct-golf.co.uk 









READER TEST 

adidas Adipower Boost shoes 

Four golfers try the shoes that are said to be adidas' most comfortable ever 



Jerry Turner 


Tech: TPU capsules are steam- I 
moulded to create Boost * 
cushioning providing high energy 
return during the swing and more 
comfort on the course. 

Price: £129.99 in five colours 
(laceless Boa version £149.99) 
More: www.adidasgolf.eu 


didas’ Boost technology first hit the 

shelves in 2013 and has gone on to 
revolutionise the running market. 

It now comes to golf in the form of the 
Adipower range, which the brand is hailing 
as its most comfortable golf shoes ever. 

The ‘Boost’ material in the sole is 50 per 
cent lighter than EVA and features thousands 
of visible TPU (Thermoplastic Polyurethane) 
capsules fused together via a high-pressure 
steam moulding process. These capsules are 
said to store and release energy through the 
swing delivering maximum energy return. 

But do they? And do they live up to their 
comfort billing? We took them to Horsley 
Lodge Golf Club in Derby, where four TG 
readers put them through their paces. 

Q What are your first impressions? 

MR: I really liked the modern look and colour. 
DM: I had the silver ones which I like as 
they’re easy to coordinate with lots of 
different golfing attire. 

AP: I thought they looked great and 
I couldn’t believe how light they were 


when I lifted them out of the box. 

JT: The look is perhaps a bit too modern for 
me, but the instant comfort outweighed that. 

Q Did they deliver on comfort? 

MR: Yes. They were lovely to walk around the 
course in and you can really feel the Boost 
technology in the heel. 

DM: The Boost really works but they were a 
little bit tight. I’d recommend going for one 
size larger. 

AP: Absolutely. I nearly had to give the game 
up due to a foot injury a few years ago so 
comfort is essential for me and these were 
fantastic. 

JT: Very much so. The lightness made them 
a joy to walk around in. 

Q How did they feel during your swing? 

MR: I’ve got quite a fast swing and I didn’t 
feel stable when I really went hard at the ball. 
DM: They gave me plenty of grip. 

AP: I’ve been working on trying to get on the 
balls of my feet more during the swing and 
these really helped with the Boost heel making 


me lean forward in an athletic position. 

JT: They’re light but sturdy and I never felt 
like I was falling over. 

Q Did they clean easily? 

MR: They did, but I’d worry about dirt building 
up around the fixed “gripmore” spikes. 

DM: Yes, even though the course was soggy 
in places. I’d happily wear them all year. 

AP: After 20 seconds under the compressor 
they were spotless. 

JT: Yes. The ClimaProof protection works 
with a few spots of dirt wiping off easily. 

Q Will you keep wearing them? 

MR: I’ll be sticking with my DryJoys for now, 
but I’ll try the Adipower Sport as I reckon the 
spikeless model will give me greater stability. 
DM: I will if I can get the sizing right as the 
two-year waterproofing guarantee is a bonus. 
AP: I’ll definitely be sticking with them. The 
comfort was exceptional and that is huge. 

JT: They’re so light that I’ll need a bit of time 
to get used to them, but the great comfort 
means I’m happy to do that. 


DamianMaye 

Hcpl7 

Current 
shoes: Ecco 
Biom Hybrid 




MarkRogers 

Hcp6 

Current 

shoes: 

F] DryJoys 


AndyPicken 

HcpSO 

Current 

shoes: 

FJ Contour 


Hep 16 

Current 
shoes: Ecco 
Biom Hybrid 


THE PRODUCT 







TECH TESTED 

Cobra's 
weighting 
games 


Cobra offers three new drivers to cater for 
the needs of any player - but how does each 
model really affect different swings? 



O ith adjustable weights, 

adjustable lofts, draw 
settings and offset, Cobra is 
pretty confident that its new Fly-Z 
series of drivers covers all bases. 
Slight differences in head design, 
plus a speed channel to maximise 
ball speed on off-centre hits, 
contribute to the technology story. 
Several manufacturers now offer 
multiple versions of the same driver 
for different golfers - but how do 
they compare in the real world? 

We decided to put Cobra’s claims 
to the test by throwing three very 
different amateur golfers at them. 
Different swings, different builds, 
different experience and different 
handicaps. Would the Fly-Z family 
of three models be able to cope by 
improving each one of them? 

Craig Verrinder, Cobra’s 
marketing manager, seemed to 
think so. “We are all very excited ^ 





Take your pick 

TheFly-Zand 
Fly-Z+ come 
in black, blue, 
white and 
^ orange. 


Ripping it 

Scott didn't 
even have 
a driver in 
hisbaghe 
had so little 
confidence. 


l\ \ N 


¥ X V 





about the new Fly-Z fannily because there 
is sonnething there for everyone. It’s not 
just about losing weight, it’s about where 
you put it. Being specific about weight 
placement is critically important when 
you’re attempting to maximise distance 
for every player. Through advanced design 
we shaved weight from the face, the 
internal hosel structure and the crown, 
meaning we were able to maximise 
“discretionary weight” which simply 
means we had more freedom to place 
weight exactly where we wanted it. 

“We can help golfers right across the 
board from leading Tour players, like 
Rickie Fowler and Lexi Thompson, to those 
who might be quite new into the game and 
looking for something that will give them 
all the help they can get. 

The family includes a trio of models, the 
Fly-Z+, Fly-Z and Fly-Z XL. They have 
varying degrees of adjustability and are 
designed to fit into a particular spectrum, 
giving the Cobra fitters every chance of 
creating a perfect fit for any golfer. But this 
isn’t always predictable, as we prove here. 

The Fly-Z -r is the most high spec 
because it features a “Flipzone” weight in 
the sole which means that the centre of 
gravity can be moved either to the front of 
the clubhead or the back. 

By doing so, spin rates can vary so that 
players either launch high with maximum 
carry or go for a more penetrative ball 


'Being specific 
about weight is 
critical when you 
are attempting to 
maximise distance' 

flight with greater roll. It is a composite 
construction with a carbon crown and 
titanium body which gives the club a 
slightly different sound. It has the MyFlyS 
system allowing eight different lofts 
starting at 8.5°, plus there are draw 
settings available on the 9°, 10° and 11° 
positions. 

The Fly-Z is the standard version with 
a fixed centre of gravity in the shape of 


a 15-gram weight in the back of the club to 
encourage a higher launch. The MyFlyS 
adjustability starts at 9° of loft and moves 
up to 12°. There is a draw bias available 
on each of the half loft settings. 

What makes the Fly-Z XL special is 
the offset head. Cobra is now the only 
manufacturer to supply such a driver 
(offset moves the leading edge fractionally 
back in relation to the shaft). This set-up 
makes it easier to draw the ball. You are 
twice as likely to get draw with the XL than 
you are with the standard Fly-Z set up to a 
draw spec. 

All three readers were fitted by Cobra’s 
James Stafford, at Stone Driving Range 
in Staffordshire, to find the best- 
performing Fly-Z club from the three on 
offer for their swing. 


r 


ORANGE ISN’T THE ONLY COLOUR 


That might be the colour of choice for 
Rickie Fowler, to reflect his Michigan 
State allegiance, but if orange is not 
your thing, then the Fly-Z-r and Fly-Z 
also come in blue, black and white. 

“The colour options have proved very 
popular and the white was added this 
season,” says Verrinder. “The aesthetics 
on a club can play a big part because 
being comfortable with the look just 
adds to one’s confidence.” 
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Higher launch, less spin = more distance 



Sam Mead Handicap: 6 

Current driver: TaylorMade Rll 
Fitted for: Cobra Fly-Z 


• Sam says: ‘Tve always 
been quite straight off the tee 
and hit the ball with a slight 
fade, but my problem has 
always been getting the ball 
sufficiently in the air. I’ve never 
had a proper fitting and got 
my current club from a friend, 
which probably isn’t the most 
sensible thing. Just to see the 
ball getting properly airborne 
was a marvellous feeling for 
me. The benefits of changing 
from a stiff to a lighter shaft 
flex amazed me.” 


• James says: ‘The challenge 
we faced with Sam was a 
simple one - to get the launch 
angle up to promote greater 
carry through the air. The 
Fly-Z was the sensible choice 
because the weight is set low 
at the back. We adjusted the 
loft to 12° and then swapped 
the stiff shaft for a much 
lighter one with more flex in 
the tip end. The results were 
immediately much better 
gaining us more airtime and 
greater distance.” 



SAM’S TRACKMAN NUMBERS 

Old launch 8.2° Carry 176.6 yards Total 225.5 yards 
New launch 11.5° Carry 206.5 yards Total 234.9 yards 



Scott Wallace Handicap: 15 

Current driver: 'Don't use one, just a 3- wood' 
Fitted for: Cobra Fly-Z+ 


• Scott says: “The driver can 
be a real nightmare for me 
because it can go so far off 
line - to be honest I don’t carry 
one at the moment and just 
use a 3-wood. I just don’t have 
any confidence with it. Working 
with the guys from Cobra was 
a revelation. They were instant 
with all the figures and knew 
exactly what to do to help me. 
They’ve given me the Fly-Z + 
with the weight forward and a 
much stiffer shaft and now I can 
hit so many more fairways.” 


• James says: “We needed to 
address the spin rate here and 
try and do something to help 
Scott keep the ball straighten 
He has colossal power and 
can fly the ball 250 yards with 
ease. Flip it and rip it was a 
perfect match for him. Putting 
the weight forward lowered his 
spin by almost lOOOrpm and 
with the addition of a heavier 
80-gram extra stiff shaft, we 
were able to give him control 
he’s never had. His dispersion 
was massively improved.” 



SCOTT’S TRACKMAN NUMBERS 

Old spin 3660rpm Carry 242 yards Total 262 yards 
New spin 2880rpm Carry 252 yards Total 270 yards 



Chris Clarke Handicap: 24 

Current driver: TaylorMade Burner 
Fitted for: Cobra Fly-Z XL 


• Chris says: “I’ve really only 
been playing for six months and 
I was given this old driver by a 
friend, it wasn’t fitted for me. 

I’ve struggled with it really, but 
changing to the Fly-Z XL has 
transformed things. It’s amazing 
what some good results can do. 
The offset made me feel like I 
might hit it left, but I just drilled 
it down the middle. In the first 
dozen swings, I hit shots that 
I didn’t think were possible for 
me. I loved it. The technology 
benefits were surprising.” 


• James says: “If you lack 
confidence in a driver then 
it can be very difficult to be 
consistent. The Fly-Z XL is a 
perfect fit in this case because 
the offset head helped stop 
Chris losing the ball to the 
right. Suddenly, he was nailing 
shots down the middle. We 
gave him a regular shaft and 
the spin rate and ball speed 
were much more where we’d 
like to see them. We got his 
average carry up by more than 
12 yards.” 



CHRIS’ TRACKMAN NUMBERS 

Old clubspeed 119.6mph Spin 4077rpm Carry 174.6 yards 
New clubspeed 124.6m ph Spin 2928rpm Carry 186.8 yards 
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CUSTOM FITTING 


Lie detector 


If you haven't been custom-fitted, the lie 
angle of your irons could be holding you back 


aving your clubs custom-fitted is 

a bit like eating fruit and veg - we 
know it’s a good idea, but that 
doesn’t actually make us do it. The 
majority of club golfers are still happy to 
buy clubs off the rack - even though the 
performance benefits of tailored 
equipment are widely accepted. 

My name is Alistair Brown. I’m the head 
of custom-fitting at Mike’s Performance 
Fitting Centre at Archerfield Links. I 
believe some of this is explained by the 
fact the benefits of custom-fitting are 
typically vague and undefined. We know 
it’ll help, but not how much. 

This new series is designed to address 
that. In each one. I’ll hit shots using both 
ill-fitting clubs, and clubs optimised for 
me. Launch monitor TrackMan will record 
the results. In this way we will define the 
true benefits of custom-fit. It’s my belief 
that, when you see these figures, you’ll 
find it hard to justify not being fitted. 



Too upright 

Heel can dig 
at impact 
closing the 
face and 
sending the 
ball left. 


Too flat 

This time 
the toe 
can catch 
the turf, 
opening 
the face. 


Just right 

All clubs - 
from putter to 
driver - should 
sole flat on the 
ground when 
the club strikes 
the ball. 






between the shaft and the 
horizontal when the club is 
soled in its playing position. 
An optimised lie angle is 
vital for your irons because 
it permits impact with the 
sole flush to the ground. 



Wrong lie angle: 4° upright 

Here, I’ve hit a 7-iron set up identically to 
my own with one exception - the lie angle 
is 3° more upright. Though we can’t of 
course see the heel digging in, TrackMan 
results clearly show the effects of that 
upright lie. After five shots, my average 
face angle is a massive 7.3° closed. This 
has reduced face loft at impact (dynamic 
loft), and reduced spin. The ball has gone 
low and left, missing my centre line by an 
average of 25.5 yards. That’s enough not 
just to miss the green but also its edges, 
meaning water, trees or bushes. 


Optimised lie angle: 1° upright 

Now I’m hitting my own 7-iron, at one 
degree upright some three degrees flatter 
than the first club. Instantly we can see 
the key difference - my face angle at 
impact has gone from 7.3° shut to 0.8° 
open. This has clear implications for the 
flight - higher, more spin and control - 
but of course the main one is accuracy: 
from averaging 25 yards left of target, my 
average is now 0.2 yards right. My ball has 
gone from the water to the middle of the 
green, a change effected through nothing 
other than the lie angle of the club. 


The key stats 

Av face angle at impact: -7.3° (closed) 
Av distance from target: 77.5 feet left 


The key stats 

Av face angle at impact: -0.8° (closed) 
Av distance from target: 0.6 feet right 


The problems 

If the lie angle is too upright 
for you, the heel can dig in at 
impact and the face twists 
closed; if the lie is too flat, 
the toe digs in and the face 
opens. Either compromises 
distance and consistency, 
but mostly accuracy. 


i 
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Keystat 

A lie angle that’s three degrees out 
equals 25 yards offline (above). 


Fitting benefits 

Your height, arm length, 
set-up preference and 
shaft length and flex can all 
affect the optimal lie angle 
for your game, and a fitting 
will monitor lie angle at 
address and impact to 
get this right. 


/ NEXT \ 
MONTH: 

HOW SHAFT 
FLEX AFFECTS 
V DISTANCE / 


THE VERDICT 


Revealed: the 
truth about lies 


A three-degree error in lie angle may 
seem pretty extreme, but it is by no 
means rare for a clubfitter to find 
this; remember we are mostly 
concerned with impact lie angle, 
which is at the mercy not just of 
your build but also your swing. It 
serves to show just how profoundly 
that simple angle between shaft and 
sole affects accuracy and 
consistency. If your shots typically 
tail left or right, and you can’t 
explain why, take a lie detector test. 



GROOVEFIX 

PREMIUM GOLF ACCESSORIES 

SHARPEN 

GROOVE SHARPENER 



4 

REPAIR 

PITCH REPAIRER 



DRAW 

BALL LINE MARKER 


lin^ 

F|X3i“ 


ALIGN 

PUTT ALIGNMENT TOOL 




WWW.GROOVEFIX.COM 
0208 240 0527 

100% BRITISH MADE 
LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


USE TGOS AT CHECKOUT TO RECEIVE A FREE 
FAUX SUEDE POUCH WORTH £2.00 WITH YOUR ORDER 
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Sai« £0£'s On The Biggest Brand Names & Latest Products 


New Season Deals On Sale - Our Best Online Offers! 


^ l=C3fcir-3 

AMP Cell 
Silver Driver 

was: £249.99 

NOW; £99>99 

Save a Massive 60%! 


A driver with G settings that features 
MyPly Technolog/n so you can adjust your 
loft to maidmise distance, manage trajectory 
and dial in the clufa to match your game! 



^^iotMade 

JetSpeed 
Fairway Wood 

was: £179,00 

NOW: £89.99 

Save a Massive 50%! 


The JetSpeed fairways incorporate 
a radically redesigrred Speed Pocket 
that's smaller & accounts for less weight 
whilst Just as efficient at boosting speed! 



UK"s Premier Golf Retailer: 

^ Lowest UK Prices 
^ PGA Professional Advice 
^ 5 Star Customer Service 
^ Authorised Stockist 
^ Extensive Stock Range 
^ Custom Fit Specialist 
^ Price Match Guarantee* 
^ interest Free Shopping* 



Ckmkmd 


»ay/orATade 1 


AMP Cell Silver 
Irons (4-PW Steel) 

was: £549,99 

NOW: £219.99 

Save a Massive 60% I 


The AMP Cell irons provide serious distance 
and all-around performance fronr every Iron Jn 
die set, combining E9 Face Technatogy, AMP Cell 
Technology, V-Sk id sole design and speed channel! 



588 RTX 
CB Wedges 

Was: £99.99 

NOW: £49.99 

Save a Massive 50%! 


The 5SS RTX C6 combines the 
legendary performance of S8S with 
added forgiveness and the breakthrough 
Rotex Face, for advanced spin technology! 



SpeedBlade Irons 
(5-SW Steel) 

Was: £599.00 

NOW: £329.00 

Save a Massive 45%! 


The Speed Blade's innovative Speed Pocket 
engineering behind the clubface allows the face 
to flex fir rebound faster, increasing your ball speed 
& launch angle to boostyour distance dramaticBlIy! 


W//5onlS^ Staff 

Nexus Stand 
Bags (4 Colours) 

was: £139.99 

NOW: £74.99 

Save a Massive 4S%I 


The Nexus bag features a premium 
double strap design with B spacious 
pochets, combined with exo-frame 
technology for added bag support! 



m 

Cart Quick Fold 
3 Wheel Trolleys 


Was: £179.99 

NOW: £99.99 

Save a Massive 44%I 


Now with a free umbrella 
holder, the Zoom Cart is quite 
simply one of the best lightweight, 
compact golf carts we have ever sold! 



Bio Cart Bags 
(3 Colours) 

Was: £169.00 

NOW: £99.99 

Save a Massive 41%! 


The Cobra Bio cart bag offers 
all the best features and premium 
performance, including a 14 way top^ 

9 pockets & integrated putter compartment! 





adizero One 
Golf Shoes 


Was: £129.99 



NOW: £49.99 

Save a Massive 62%! 


The adizero One has been 
specially-engineered to include only 
what's essential to perform, and deliver everything 
a golfer needs to finish strong when it^s needed most! 

\ > 



HEX Chrome+ 

Golf Balls (Dozen) 

was: £34.99 

NOW: £19.99 

Save a Massive 43%! 


HEX Chrome-r balls deliver the tour 
performance that skilled golfers want fir 
high ball speeds that maximise distance 
for any type of swing, especially for drives! 



0 FootJoy 

FJ Sport 
Golf Shoes 


was: £119.99 

NOW: £59.99 

Save a Massive 50%1 


The FJ Sport golf shoe has 
been inspired by athletics to provide 
a bold, high performance shoe for golfers who 
demand comfort and performance in every round! 




Price MafetrCvarant'eet&CVAs'^er-Wefesit^h^eresfrFjiee Shop^in^ AVail^^On Orcters-Over £27BSubJe?fToX^^pt^^^,.^FV^ 


Free UK Delivery Over £30’' ^ New Lower European Rates 


SHOP ONLINE 

www.clubhou5egolf.co.uk 


follow US on 

tuiittcr 

@clubhou5egolf 


^ CALL US NOW 
0845 375 1716 

0044 161 745 7055 (Mobile 
PGA Expert Advice 
Lines Open 7 Days A Week 




_ OUR STORE 
Golf Superstore 
& Custom Fit Centre 

599 Eccles New Road^ Salford^ 
Manchestefi MSO lEP - Open 7 Days 







INTEREST FREE FINANCE 


i / 


Retail 

Finance 


Why Wait To Upgrade To The 
New Gear? Buy Now & Spread 
The Cost At Clubhouse Golf! 

We Offer Interest Free Shopping On 
All Orders Over £278! 

£278 ^ £750 = 6 Months Interest Free 
£750 - £1000 = 9 Months Interest Free 
£1000+ s 12 Months Interest Free 

For More Information On Interest Free 
Finance, Call Us On 0845 375 1716 Or 

Ema II : v1 2f Ina n c e a' cl u bho u s eg olfxo.u k 

See Website For More Details. 
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Sa^^e £££’s On The ^ggestBrend Names & Latest Products 


Featuring The Latest 2015 Products - Just Arrived! 


R15 Golf 
Woods 

#1 Tay!orMad« Oolf Retailer 

LOWEST UK PRICES 
+ 30 Day Guarantee. 

Backed by a new perfemiance 
guarantee, the R1 S series is made 
of greatrtess, TaylorMade's most 
technically advanced rangel 



XR Golf 
Clubs 

#1 Callaway Golf Retailer 

LOWEST UK PRICES 
Now Available. 


The new Callaway XR features 
built in technology for outrageous 
speeds at every impact locationr which 
aiiow golfers to maximize their distance! 



Works Versa 
Putters 



ft MOTOCMinV' 




in odyssey Golf Retailer 

LOWEST UK PRICES 
Now Available. 

Odyssey Works feature the 
new Fusion RX Insert the most 
legendary White Hot insert now 
combined with new roll technology! 



2015 Electric 
Trolley Range 

m Motocaddy Golf Retailer 

LOWEST UK PRICES 
Now Available. 


The best selling range from 
Motocaddy - available in models 
S1, S1 Pio, SJ Prov M 1 Pro & M3 Pro 
with lead acid or lithium batteries! 


adipower Boost 
Golf Shoes 

tn Adidas Golf Ratailer 

LOWEST UK PRICES 
+ 30 Day Guarantee. 




Backed by a new comfort 
guarantee, the revolutianary Boost 
cushioning Is designed to deliver maximum energy 
return, responsiveness and unparalleled comfortl 


2015 Pro VI 
Golf Balls 


N1 Titlsist Golf Ratailer 

LOWEST UK PRICES 
+ Free 1 Dozen Delivery 

The new Pro V1 delivers more 
distance and consistent Bight, 
with added short game control, 
softer feel and lasting durabilityl 



FLY-Z Golf 
Woods 

m Cobra Golf Retailer 

LOWEST UK PRICES 

Now Avallabte. 


Brand new for the season from 
Cobra, the FLY-Z range is engineered 
to deliver the ultimate blend of maximum 
distance and increased forgiveness! 


0 FOOTjOY 

HyperFlex 
Golf Shoes 


Ml FdotJoy Gulf Ratailar 

LOWEST UK PRICES 

Now Available. 


Step into the 'Next Big Thing’ ^ 

¥vith FootJoy, introducing HyperFlex, 

the ultimate in athletic performance offering 

enhanced stability, comfort and energy transfer! 



::NIKEGOLFie 

Spring/Summer 
2015 Clothing 

fn Nike Golf Retailer 

LOWEST UK PRICES 
Now Available. 


The complete Spring/Summer clothing as 
Worn by Tiger Woods & Rory Mcllroy with 
fresh in 'Season styles ft colours, from polo 
shirts, sweaters, trousers, shorts ft more! 



GALVIN GREEN* 

Spring/Summer 
2015 Clothing 

#1 Galvin Green Golf Retailer 

LOWEST UK PRICES 

Now Available. 


The complete Spring/Summer 
clothing Sr waterproof collection 
now in stock with trendy styles ft 
bold colours, fresh for the seasonl 



PING 

Spring/Summer 
2015 Clothing 

#1 Ping Golf Retailer 

LOWEST UK PRICES 

Now Available, 


The complete Spring/Summer Ping 
clothing range now in stock with all 
the latest styles ft in-season cotours. 
As wornontour by Louis Oosthuizen! 


NEW 2015 



Clubhouse Golf Direct - The UK’s Biggest Online Retailer In Golf! 



PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE 

Find It Cheaper & We’ll Match The Price! 

We Include The Following In Our Price Match Guarantee: 
y Voucher Codes ^ Special Offers ^ Discount Promotions 
Shop With Complete Confidence ft Assurance! 



CUSTOM FIT SPECIALISTS 

Clubhouse Golf Are Proud To Be The UK’s Premier 
Custom Fit Retailer ft Specialist! 

We Offer Full Custom Fit Options On All New 2014 Equipment. 


#7 
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REGIONALGUIDE 


Lincolnshire 


Home to one of the world's best courses and some of the best value golf around 

WORDS KEVIN BROWN 



t may be home to one of the world’s 

I best courses and Ping’s European 
HQ, but it’s taken a while for 
Lincolnshire to hit the golfing headlines. The 
county’s golf union was formed in 1900, a 
decade after the first club, Stamford’s 
Burgh ley Park, opened. The East Midlands’ 
biggest county now has 51 member clubs, 
providing quality as well as quantity. 

And at the top of the hit list is wonderful 
Woodhall Spa, home of England Golf 
(formerly the English Golf Union) and the 


awesome Hotchkin course - one of England’s 
top 10 of the world’s top 100 layouts. Reigning 
Lines county champion Simon Richardson 
may be a tad biased but he hit the nail square 
on the head when he summed up: “I always 
enjoy playing at Woodhall even though the 
punishing bunkers of the heathland layout 
ensure it’s a serious test.” 

Woodhall may be the jewel in Lincolnshire’s 
crown but the county, which covers a 
staggering 2,500sq miles from the fens in the 
south to the industrial Humber estuary in the 


north, has plenty of other gems. Richardson 
added: “There’s a lot of quality even though 
we’re not blessed with Championship courses. 
The county definitely makes the most of the 
ordinary terrain and landscape.” 

He’s not wrong. A sizeable portion of Lines 
is featureless farmland but the architects 
behind the likes of Woodhall and Forest Pines 
proved that’s not a barrier to creating courses 
with serious wow factor. And while the county 
can’t offer hills, it can offer some of 
the best value golf around. S 




North Shore belongs to 2-FORE!-l so 
you and a mate can play for half-price. 

North Shore is one of a crop of 
splendid stay-and-play venues with 
Forest Pines near Brigg arguably the 
standout The flagship Q Flotels venue 
opened in 1996 is undoubtedly one of 
the best new courses to emerge in 
England over the past two decades. 

Its home of 27 holes and three 
outstanding loops of nine (Forest 


Indeed it beggars belief that you 
can experience the two superstars - 
Woodhall and Forest Pines - for £70 
(England Golf members) and £50 
respectively: if you transported these 
two to the south-east or Flome 
Counties you would have to double 
your money at the very least. Parting 
company with £50 will also get you on 
Seacrofts highly underrated links in 
the seaside resort of Skegness. 

Seacroft is actually the county’s 
only true links and in fact is the sole 
links between Flunstanton in Norfolk 
and Seaton Carew on Teesside. It 
features tight, gently undulating 
hogsback fairways, several blind and 
semi-blind shots, 75 bunkers and 
glorious views over The Wash. 

Originally a quaint little nine-holer, 
it was extended to 18 holes by Willie 
Fernie in 1900 and lengthened a 
couple of years ago, meaning it can be 
a bit of a brute if the wind is up. 

Next closest to a links is just down 
the coast close to Butlin’s holiday 
camp. North Shore is a James Braid 
creation and a fine mixture of links 
and parkland holes. There is a hotel 
on site so you can tumble out of bed 
and be on the 1st tee in minutes. Plus. 


Pines and Beeches) and was in the 
running to host this year’s Solheim 
Cup - the women’s equivalent of the 
Ryder Cup. 

With mature timber lining most 
fairways. Forest Pines was the 
handiwork of John Morgan and has 
been favourably dubbed the 'Woburn 


of the North.’ Course management 
and accurate play with every club in 
your bag is the name of the game 
here. Anything wayward is bound to 
be punished and could leave you 
scrambling among the assorted 
timber for par. . . or worse. You’ll be 
impressed off the course too with the 
smart four-star hotel providing 
excellent accommodation and spa. 

The solitary five-star venue also 
belongs to Q Hotels and can be found 
at Belton Woods, which formerly came 
under the De Vere umbrella. It sits just 
outside Grantham and has two 
courses (Lakes & Woodside). It’s also 
extremely handy for the 27 holes 
(three loops of nine) plotted amidst 
historic parkland where deer roam free 
in nearby Belton Park. Founded in 
1890, Belton Park is one of the oldest 
clubs in Lincolnshire and provides 
genuine parkland action that is easy 
on the eye. 

Another outstanding all-round venue 
is Greetham Valley just north of 
Stamford off the Al, which officially 
sits just outside Lincolnshire in 
England’s smallest county, Rutland. 

Set within 260 rolling acres of scenic 
countryside, perfect for birdwatching. 


The courses 

• Woodhall Spa 

Green fees: 
Hotchkin-£70 
(England Golf), £90 
(non-EG); Bracken 
-E52/E62. Contact: 
01526352511. 

• Forest Pines 

Green fees: Mon-Fri 
£50;Sat-Sun£60. 
Contact: 01652 
650756. 

• Kenwick Park 

Green fees: £50. 
2-FORE!-!: Thurs 
only. Contact: 01507 
607161. 

• North Shore 

Green fees: Mon-Fri 
£36;Sat-Sun£42. 
£20 after 2pm 
Sun-Fri.2-F0RE!-1: 
Mon-Fri. Contact: 
01754764822. 
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Greetham boasts two contrasting 18- 
hole layouts (Lakes & Valley), a nine- 
hole par-3 academy course, good 
practice facilities, an on-site hotel, 
lodges and cottage, fishing lakes, 
walking routes, a well -equipped gym 
and physiotherapy suite. TG is 
particularly fond of Greetham’s 
shorter, tighter and more aesthetically 
pleasing Valley layout with its fantastic 
set of short holes. 

Nearby you’ll discover another little 
cracker in the shape of Rutland Water 
Golf Club, which has blossomed into 
a fine and challenging layout, next to 
one of Europe’s largest man-made 
reservoirs. 

But of course the course everyone 
wants to play is Woodhall’s world- 
class Hotchkin. 

Originally designed by Harry Vardon 
and JH Taylor and later worked on by 
Harry Colt and its owners the Hotchkin 
family (chiefly Stafford Vere Hotchkin), 
the 110-year-old course is a classic 
and seriously tough heathland. If 
you’re not at your best it can be 
punishing - the bunkers require steps 
to exit them! It makes sound sense to 
warm-up on the Bracken, a fine 1998 
Donald Steel parkland alternative. 


'Woodhall's 
Hotchkin can be 
punishing - the 
bunkers require 
steps to exit' 

Don’t expect this to be a pushover, 
though. The USGA greens are 
devilishly difficult while during the 
summer the rough can be punishing. 

Wherever you go in this huge 
county and regardless of the time of 
year you can be sure you’ll find a 
decent course in good, playable 
condition. Among the best of 
Lincolnshire’s rest is Kenwick Park, on 
the edge of the Lincolnshire Wolds. It 
really has blossomed since opening in 
1982, featuring a mixture of holes 
within mature parkland and woodland, 
and complemented by a network of 
lakes that are a haven for wildlife and 
errant golf balls. 

Meanwhile, close to Forest Pines 
you’ll find lovely Elsham, now rather 
harshly overshadowed by its superstar 
North Lincolnshire neighbour. But 


The courses 

Greetham 

Valley 

Green fees: 

Mon- Fri £22.50 
(round), £37.50 
(day); Sat-Sun 
£27.50/£37.50. 
Contact: 01780 
460444. 

• Seacroft 

Green fees: Mon-Fri 
£50; Sat-Sun £60. 
Contact: 01754 
769624. 

• Belton Park 

Green fees: Mon-Fri 
£45; Sat-Sun £55. 
Contact: 01476 
567399. 

• Elsham 

Green fees: £40. 
2-FORE!-!: Mon-Fri. 
Contact: 01652 
680291. 



DO IT YOURSELF 


• Where to stay 

If you prefer to stay on site so 
to speak, you’re well catered 
for thanks to a collection of 
impressive stay-and-play venues 
with the pick of them including 
Forest Pines, Belton Woods, 
Greetham Valley, North Shore 
and Kenwick Park. 

There are several good options 
around Woodhall Spa too 
including the recently refurbished, 
classic-style Inn and Woodhall 
Spa, which following a £2m plus 
investment, now features 26 
rooms, a brasserie, bar and tap 
room, sports bar, family room 
and huge play area. 

Kenwick Park has a Best Western 
hotel set within the grounds of 
a 320-acre estate in an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty 
and promises a relaxing break 
with everything from putting to 
pampering on site. 


• Do it yourself 
Deal 1: Woodhall Spa: One night’s 
B&B at the Inn at Woodhall Spa 
and one round on the Hotchkin 
course (May 1-Oct 31) costs 
£124 per person. Book on 01526 
352511 or e-mail booking@ 
woodhallspagolf.com 

Deal 2; Forest Pines: One night’s 
dinner, bed and breakfast, 36 
holesof golf and full use of the 
leisure facilities from £109pp 
(based on a twin room). Book on 
01652 650770. 


Deal 3: Greetham Valley: One 
night’s dinner (three-course), bed 
and breakfast and two rounds 
costs £125pp until Oct 31 (based 
on two sharing twin/king size 
accommodation, below). Sunday 
Driver (one night, two rounds) 
costs £90, two-night break costs 
£195. Book on 01780 460444. 
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Elsham is a fine parkland/heathland 
track in its own right and is where two- 
tinne Major winner and Ryder Cup 
saviour Tony Jacklin learnt the golfing 
ropes as a budding youngster. Like 
Kenwick Park, it also happens to be in 
2-FORE!-! as does Stoke Rochford - a 
nnature layout built on rolling parkland 
next to the A! south of Grantham and 
in the shadow of the spectacular Stoke 
Rochford Hall - an 1840’s Grade I 
Victorian Mansion and a wonderful 
place to spend the night. 

Elsewhere, Market Rasen and , 
Lincoln Golf Club - better known as 
Torksey (where it is located) - both fall 
into the hidden gem category. 

Market Rasen is a short but 
charming century-old heathland layout 
and though just over 6,000 yards in 
length, you can’t afford to be gung-ho 
and take liberties specially with the 
river Rase flowing through it. Plus 
most fairways are tight and lined by a 
variety of timber, chiefly of the pine 
variety, so if you go off the straight and 
narrow you’re likely to be punished. 

Torksey has been on its present site 
since 1903 and is a delight to play 
with its flat, easy walking fairways 


j The courses 

I •Market Rasen 
& District 

; Green fees: Mon-Fri 
; £35;Sat-Sun£38. 

; Contact: 01673 
I 842319. 

; • Lincoln GC 

; Green fees: Mon-Fri 
; £40;Sat-Sun£50. 
i Contact: 01427 
: 718721. 

I • Stoke 
; Rochford 

i Green fees: Mon-Fri 
i £38;Sat-Sun£50. 

; Reduced weekend 
i rates after 2.30pm. 

I 2-FORE!-!: Mon-Fri. 
i Contact: 01476 
i 530275. 

Gainsborough 

; Green fees: Both 
; courses - Mon-Fri 
: £25;Sat-Sun£35. 

; Contact: 01427 
i 613088. 


being overlooked by mature trees. 
There are some serious water hazards 
to negotiate but they clearly didn’t 
inconvenience former Ryder Cup 
captain Mark James who set a course 
record of 65 when playing in the 
Lincolnshire Open here. 

A 15-minute drive from Torksey 
brings you to Gainsborough Golf Club, 
Ping’s European HQ and home to two 
18-hole courses, Thonock Park and 
Karsten Lakes. This year, for the first 
time, golfers can book a Ping 
Experience Day, which includes a 
behind-the-scenes tour of the Ping 
factory and visit to the fitting centre 
followed by lunch and a round on one 
of the courses - all for just £49 a head. 

In summary, Lincolnshire may lack 
in links and championship courses, 
but in terms of value, welcoming 
visitors and the variety of inland 
layouts it’s unquestionably a class act. 
As Richard Latham, General Manager 
at Woodhall Spa, says: “It may be 
something of a golfing backwater, but 
come to play golf in Lincolnshire and 
you’ll definitely enjoy it.’’ And 
ultimately, that is what a golf day or 
weekend is all about. 


OFF COURSE 


f • The Lincolnshire Aviation 
Heritage Centre - A unique 
chance to step back in time in East 
Kirkby near Skegness on a World 
War II airfield, once home to 57 
and 630 squadrons. 

• Lincoln Cathedral - One of the 
finest Gothic buildings in Europe 
towers above the city and is 
visible from 25 miles away. With 
its awe-inspiring Romanesque 
West Front, it has been a place of 
worship for almost 1,000 years. 

• Burghley House , Stamford 
Boasts 18 magnificent State 
Rooms and one of the most 
important private art collections 
of 17th century. Starred in major 
movies including Pride and 
Prejudice and the Da Vinci Code. 

• The historic Kinema in the 
Woods at Woodhall Spa - Watch 
a Saturday evening flick and you’ll 
be entertained during the interval 
by the resident organist! 
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UK BREAKS 

The ultimate weekend in. . . Suffolk 

A quaint corner of East Anglia bristling with quality golf courses, whether you are 



Classic parkland 


Bury St Edmunds A 

Well-established parkland on the western 
outskirts of the town near the A14. 
Created by Ted Ray, it is regarded as one 
of Suffolk’s finest. It is backed by a nine- 
holer with a nnix of par 4s and tricky 3s. 
Green fees: Mon-Fri £40; Sat-Sun £50. 
Tel: 01284 755979. 



Stowmarket A 

Another mature parkland but although 
the club was founded in 1902, the pretty 
course has only been on its current site 
since 1962. A great variety of holes, 
quality greens and captivating views. 
Green fees: Mon-Fri £36; Sat-Sun £46. 
Tel: 01449 736473. 

Rookery Park 

Drains exceptionally well so is good all 
year round. Rookery Park is a fun par 72 
located on the A146 between Lowestoft 
and Beccles. But beware of two ponds 
lurking on the signature 8th hole. 
Green fees: Mon-Fri from £20; Sat-Sun 
Members only. Tel: 01502 509190. 

Haverhill 

A lovely place to play, with the course 
sitting on parkland across two valleys: the 
front nine, with its undulating fairways, is 
complemented by a saucer-shaped back 
nine bisected by the river Stour. 
Green fees: Mon-Fri £34; Sat-Sun £45. 
Tel: 01440 761951. 



Highly challenging 

Woodbridge A 

Flome of the classic Fleath course within 
an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

Plenty of trees, heather, gorse and 
bunkers to negotiate, so it provides a 
serious year-round examination. 
Green fees: Mon-Fri £55; Sat-Sun £65. 
Tel: 01394 382038. 


Aldebui^gh 

Features in most Top 100 Courses listings 
and is a club that promotes foursomes. 
Plotted on classic heath land with gorse- 
lined fairways, it’s close to the coast with 
fast-draining sandy soil. Green fees: Mon- 
Fri £80 (round/day): Sat-Sun £85 (round/ 
day). Tel: 01728 452890. 


Felixstowe Ferry 

One of the oldest courses in England 
(founded in 1880) and arguably one of 
the most underrated: the par-72 Martel lo 
layout is an undulating and testing links 
with coastal views. Green fees: Mon-Fri 
50; Sat-Sun £60 (after 1pm). 

Tel: 01394 286834. 



Ipswich GC A 

Known locally as Purdis Fleath’ - where 
the course has been sited since James 
Braid routed it in 1926. You can warm up 
on the neighbouring nine-hole Bexley, 
plotted on the same splendid heathland. 
Green fees: Mon-Fri £55; Sat-Sun £65. 
Tel: 01473 724017. 



Family friendly 


Fynn Valley A 

This friendly, family-run club is set in 
rolling countryside near Ipswich and the 
main 18-hole parkland is backed up by a 
nine-holer, 22-bay floodlit covered range, 
two golf shops and a robust clubhouse. 
Green fees: Mon-Fri £28; Sat-Sun £35. 
Tel: 01473 785463. 



West Suffolk Golf Centre 

Decent all-round venue which initially set 
out with just three holes but eventually 
became a full 18-hole layout with the 
addition of six new holes in 2007. Other 
facilities include a 14-bay floodlit driving 
range. Green fees: From £5-£21. 

Tel: 01638 718972. 


Clare Park Lake 

For 90 minutes of fun, this venue will 
oblige, as it claims to be the ‘friendliest 
short course in the county’. It’s the home 
of a scenic nine-hole par-3 parkland set 
around a tree-shaded lake near the Stour. 
Green fees: From £7. 

Tel: 01787 278693. 

Hintlesham 

Opened in 1990 in 150 acres of rolling 
countryside within the grounds of 
Flintlesham Flail, it provides a warm 
atmosphere as well as a challenging on- 
course test, especially tough par 3s. 
Green fees: Mon-Fri £40; Sat-Sun £48. 
Tel: 01473 652761. 
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looking for links action, great value or a play-and-stay venue 




2-FORE!-l stars 


Thorpeness 

A star of 2-FORE!-!. A quality heathland, 
with the Jannes Braid gem meandering 
through silver birch, gorse and heather 
close to the coast. It is sand based and 
there is accommodation on site. 
Green fees: Mon-Thurs £64 a day; Fri - 
Sun £68 a day. Tel: 01728 454926. 



Ufford Park 

Gently undulating parkland which is fast 
draining. A top place to stay and play - 
there’s a splendid hotel on site - and the 
facilities include a spa and one of the 
best driving ranges around. 

Green fees: Mon-Thurs from £23; Fri-Sun 
from £31. Tel: 01394 383555. 


Suffolk G&CC 

Flome of the par-72 Genevieve course, a 
splendid parkland with the river Lark 
running through it and featuring on a 
number of holes. There’s also a 40-room 
hotel with an indoor pool, sauna and 
steam room on site. 

Green fees: £32. Tel: 01284 706777. 

Rushmere 

This fine heathland can be found on the 
outskirts of Ipswich and although fairly 
short in overall length, it requires real 
accuracy with most holes lined by gorse 
and ancient timber so good course 
management is essential. 

Green fees: £26. Tel: 01473 725648. 



Nine-hole gems 


Southwold 

Delightful, highly-challenging James 
Braid nine-holer in north-east Suffolk 
with 18 different tees encouraging you to 
do better second time around. Plotted on 
fast-draining heathland close to the 
coast, so the wind is usually a factor. 
Green fees: £30-£33. Tel: 01502 723234. 


High Lodge 

You can pitch up when you like in order 
to tackle the 2,500-yard nine-holer that 
features six par 4s and a trio of par 3s. 
Very popular with families and beginners. 

Green fees: Mon-Fri £8.50 (9 holes) & 
£12.50 (18 holes): Sat-Sun £9.50/£13.50. 
Tel: 01986 784347. 


Royal Worlington & Newmarket 

Often titled the ‘Best nine-hole course in 
the world’, this is no ordinary short 
course. It is steeped in history, being 
founded in 1893 and is laid out on gently 
undulating sandy-based soil that drains 
well all year round. 

Green fees: £55. Tel: 01638 712216. 



Flempton A 

A hidden nine-hole gem although it has 
been around since 1895, Flempton is a 
charming, easy-walking inland links 
overlooked and guarded by a variety of 
trees, including pine, plus gorse bushes. 
Green fees: £40 (18 holes). 

Tel: 01284 728291. 


The insider's guide 

uffolk is not one of the iconic 

venues in English golf but that’s not 
to say it doesn’t have quality and 
variety in its golf offering. It has several Top 
100-calibre courses and an excellent choice 
of links, heath lands and parklands. Plus, as a 
familiar holiday destination, it also offers lots of 
accommodation and dining options. 

• Where to stay 

Suffolk boasts four stay-and-play venues 
and TG’s particular favourites are Ufford 
Park and Thorpeness. Flintlesham Flail, a 
Grade l-listed Elizabethan Manor Flouse, 
and Suffolk Golf & Spa complete the set. 
Flintlesham Flail is convenient for county 
capital Ipswich, which also has three 
Premier Inns (there’s another in 
Lowestoft). 

Flandy for a visit to Felixstowe Ferry is 
the Orwell Flotel, a large Victorian hotel 
with 60 rooms close to the train station. 

• Useful information: 

suffolkhotelsguide.com: 
suffolkgolfunion.co.uk: 
visitsuffolk.com: discoversuffolk.org. 

• Where to eat & drink 

Suffolk is the home of two of the 
country’s largest breweries (Greene King 
and Adnams) while excellent meals are 
served at reasonable prices in the 
restaurants at Ufford Park and 
Thorpeness. The latter also boasts a 
cosy bar area while fine dining can be 
experienced at Flintlesham. For other 
options visit suffolktouristguide.com/ 
Eating-Out-in-Suffolk.asp 

• Other things to do 

• Check out the fascinating Norfolk & 
Suffolk Aviation Museum at Flixton, 
home of 66 aircraft (including cockpits), 
and more than 30,000 smaller artefacts. 

• There are 51 nature reserves and 
wildlife sites managed by Suffolk Wildlife 
Trust, with the RSPB site at Minsmere 
being the pick. 

• Africa Alive! (Lowestoft) - This popular 
zoo near Lowestoft is home to more 
than 80 species of animals from Africa. 

• Southwold Pier - This historic pier 
provides plenty of attractions and 
entertainment. 

• Framlingham Castle is a 12th century 
fortress in which Mary Tudor took refuge. 

• The Medieval village of Lavenham is 
like stepping back in time, including the 
late 14th century Flail Flouse. 
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Tree-lined test ^ 

TheLongcross 
requires excellent 
course strategy. 


STAY AND PLAY 

Foxhills, Surrey 

This luxury countryside retreat boasts 45 superb holes 


oxhills is the complete 

country club. Family-owned 
and family-friendly the resort 
offers leisure activities galore, 
including 45 holes of quality golf. 

Sitting in 440 acres of Surrey 
countryside on London’s doorstep and 
20-minutes from Heathrow, Foxhills is 
reaping the rewards of a recent £1.2m 
refurbishment that included 20 new 
poolside bedrooms, a Cocktail and 
Lounge bar, and the clubhouse’s new 
look Nineteen Restaurant. 

It’s golfing pedigree is good with 
European Tour stars Paul Casey and 
Anthony Wall both products of the 
Foxhills Junior Foundation, and the 
retreat will host the popular Senior 
PGA Professional Championship for 
the second time from May 13-15. 

• On-course 

Home of two stunning but contrasting 
courses. TG’s favourite is the shorter 
but densely tree-lined Longcross, 
which requires excellent course 
management and strategy. The 
undulating layout has a splendid 
combination of exceptional holes, with 
many played from elevated tees. The 
par-5 14th is one of those and it’s the 


The facts 

• Top deal: 

One night midweek 
break (B&B and one 
round of golf) costs 
from£105-£160pp. 

• Green fees: 

Mon-Thurs: £80; 
Fri-Sun £90; 
Twilight £40. 

• Contact: 

Hotel -01932 
704500; Golf- 
01932 704465. 
www.foxhills.co.uk 


pick of the bunch, playing to a fairway 
dissecting an avenue of mature trees 
way down below. From there you have 
to avoid a ditch running short of the 
sizeable green and a huge tree 
guarding the leftside. 

The neighbouring Bernard Hunt 
course - named after the former club 
pro and late European Tour maestro 
(he won 30 times and played in 10 
Ryder Cups, twice as captain) - is 
longer, more open and pure parkland 
with more undulating, faster greens. 

Both courses finish at a shared 
green in front of the clubhouse and 
are supported by the nine-hole par-3 
Manor Course and a splendid new 
covered driving range. 


• Off-course 

Where do we start? It has a superb 
Spa, four swimming pools, three 
restaurants, tennis and squash courts, 
a state-of-the-art gym, excellent 
clubhouse and even a Children’s 
Clubhouse, making this a destination 
for all the family. 

But at the centre of everything is 
the striking 19th century Manor House, 
flanked by the well-appointed four-star 
accommodation. 



Top to bottom: The Hunt Course, named 
after Foxhills' former club pro and Ryder 
Cup Captain, Bernard; the beautiful 19th 
century Manor House; one of the poolside 
suites created in the £1.2m refurbishment. 
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MY TOP 10 COURSES 

3 Tony 
iiijacklin 

The two-time Major 
champion selects his 
favourites in the UK 

he word legend is often 

over-used in sport but as 
far as Tony Jacklin is 
concerned it is perfectly fitting. The 
man from Lincolnshire captured 
the Open and US Open titles in 
consecutive years and also 
revitalised the Ryder Oup. 

He made seven Ryder Oup 
playing appearances but it was 
as captain that he really shone, 
breaking America’s domination. 

After playing on many of the 
world’s most iconic courses, Jacklin 
retired from tournament golf in 
2004 and turned his attention to 
designing courses with The 
Ooncession - created with Jack 
Nicklaus after the Golden Bear's 
famous gesture at the 1969 Ryder 
Oup - being his first. 

Other projects include Secret 
Valley (Oyprus), San Roque (Spain), 
Turkey’s Klassis Golf and GO and 
two Moroccan layouts - while he’s 
currently creating a new par-3 
course, driving range and academy 
at Magnolia Park Golf & GO (www. 
magnoliapark.co.uk). 

• Sunningdale, Surrey 

With the magical Old and New 
courses you really are spoilt for 
choice. I’ve mostly played the Old - 
brimming with charm and character. 
It’s such a wonderful place and you 
always get the feelgood factor here. 
Green fees: £205. 

• Wentworth, Surrey 

Big changes have taken place 
recently and to be honest I would 
rather have seen more of a 
heathland feel thrown back into 
the mix. It’s more of a test than 
neighbouring Sunningdale. 

Green fees: Members & members’ 
guests only. 

• Woodhall Spa, Lines 

I played the Hotchkin course a lot 



when I was younger growing up in 
Lincolnshire. Although it’s very flat it 
has a lot of charm and overall is a 
super course: you’ve got to avoid 
the big penal bunkers at all costs. 
Green fees: £75. 

• Royal Birkdale, Merseyside 

I’m a great fan of links golf and 
Birkdale is right up there among the 
best in the UK if not the world! It 
weaves in and out of dunesland and 
overall is a superb test of golf and a 
fantastic Open venue. 

Green fees: £195-£235. 

• Royal Lytham & St Annes, Lancs 

This has to be included, doesn’t it 
(he won The Open there in 1969)? 
You can hardly call it a beautiful- 
looking course but I’ll always have a 
soft spot for it. It’s a unique place 
and a great test. 

Green fees: £180-£220. 


My golf CV 

• Four-time PGA 
Tour winner. 

• Eight European 
Tour wins and 22 
European wins, 
achieving a lot of 
success before the 
Tour was born. 

• Major victories in 
successive years 
(1969 Open at 
Royal Lytham and 
1970 US Open at 
Hazeltine, the first 
Brit winner of the 
latter since 1920). 

• European Tour 
money leader, 1973. 

• Awarded OBE in 
1970, CBE in 1990 
and is a member of 
World Golf Hall of 
Fame. 

• Played in seven 
Ryder Cups 
between 1967-79 
and was captain in 
1983, '85, '87 & 89. 



• Turnberry, Ayrshire 

In many ways the ultimate links 
venue with two great courses and a 
hotel on a spectacular coastal site. 
I’ve spent many happy weeks here 
down the years. 

Green fees: £230. 

• Old Course, St Andrews, Fife 

It’s unique and simply has to be 
included in any top 10. I go back 
with the Old Gourse a long way - 
when I tried to qualify for the 1964 
Open at the Home of Golf. 

Green fees: £80-£170. 

• Kingsbarns, Fife 

Probably the best of the modern 
links and it’s hard to believe it’s only 
15 years old. A nice challenge and 
provides sea views on every hole. 
Green fees: £194-£226. 

• Muirfield, East Lothian 

One helluva course: I’ve always 
enjoyed playing here. It’s a superstar 
within wonderful golfing country but 
is a very fair links where you can run 
the ball into the greens. 

Green fees: £210. 

• Swinley Forest, Berkshire 

This place and course has got an 
old-fashioned feel and I love this 
sand belt country and love Swinley’s 
heather and contrast of colours. 
Green fees: £175 in midweek. 
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Win a stunnini 
St Mellion brea 


.AWARD 


Major class 

TheNicklaus 
wasjack's 
first UK 
course design 




et in 450 acres of stunning Cornish 

countryside, the multi award-winning 
St Mellion International Resort is one 
of the best stay-and-play venues England has 
to offer. 

Indeed when it comes to golf breaks, few 
UK destinations can match magnificent St 
Mellion with its two outstanding 18-hole 
courses and 80-bedroom four-star hotel 
with excellent on-site facilities. Now we’re 
giving you the chance to experience it for 
yourself. The lucky winner of this superb prize 
will enjoy a two-night break for two people, 
including dinner, bed and breakfast and three 
rounds of golf (two on the Kernow course and 
one on the stunning Nicklaus). 

St Mellion registered a double success 
in the latest Today’s Golfer Travel Awards, 
capturing both the best hotel/resort and 
course (the Nicklaus layout) titles. Having 
opened in 1988, the Nicklaus recently 
celebrated its 25th anniversary and the layout 



just keeps getting better with age. 

The flagship venue of Crown Golf has a 
glorious past having staged the European 
Tour’s Benson & Hedges International Open 
six times and everyone wants to tee it up on 
the mighty Nicklaus - the ultimate parkland 
test was the 18-time Major champion’s first 
UK course - though the neighbouring Kernow 
is a splendid layout in its own right. 

You’ll have a good time off the course too: 


visitors can choose from three different dining 
experiences - fine dining, brasserie-style and 
a comprehensive bar food menu - and can 
unwind in style in the Elemis spa health & 
fitness club featuring three indoor pools. 

The impressive combination of its tranquil 
location, standout facilities and great golf 
ensures St Mellion is the perfect place for golf 
and leisure breaks and family holidays. 

• For more details about the resort or to 
arrange a stay call 01579 351351 (main hotel 
number), 01579 352001 (reservations team) 
or visit www.st-mellion.co.uk 

HOW TO ENTER 

To be in with a chance of winning this superb 
prize simply log on to www.todaysgolfer. 
co.uk/win, click on the St Mellion prize option 
and enter your e-mail address. Entries close 
at midnight on May 13. Full prize terms and 
conditions can be found on the Today’s 
Golfer website. 


ENTER NOW AT WWW.TODAYSGOLFER. CO. UK/WIN 



HALF-PRICE GOLF 



Stay-and-play venues 

Seven 2-F0RE!-l members that will impress you on and off the course 


1 Point at Polzeath, Cornwall 
Par 72, 6,028 yards 
A wonderful all-round North Cornwall 
venue (formerly Roserrow G&CC) that is 
going from strength to strength under the 
guidance and investment of Jeremy and 
Eva Davies, who are determined to put the 
Point firmly on the map. The opening of 
seven new on-site apartments in addition 
to the existing accommodation should 
enable them to do just that. 

Green fees: £45 (summer day rate). 
2-FORE!-l: All week except in Jul & Aug 
(Mondays only). Tel: 01208 864601. 

Heacham Manor, Norfolk 
Par 72, 6,089 yards 
This seaside venue just outside Hunstanton 
has bags of appeal on and off the course. 
The fast-maturing coastal course unusually 
features several lakes, most notably the 
par-3 7th, while a meandering river comes 
into play on the closing holes. It’s 
supported by splendid manor house 
accommodation and Avocet bar and spa 
that have been created from an old barn. 
Green fees: Mon-Fri: £25 a round, £35 a 
day: Sat-Sun: £30 a round. 2-FORE!-l: 
Mon-Fri (on day rate). Tel: 01485 536030. 

Vale Resort, South Wales 
Par 73, 6,617 yards 
A short drive down the M4 from Cardiff 


you’ll discover this outstanding four-star 
resort with excellent accommodation and 
facilities, including a stunning spa and two 
contrasting 18-hole courses. The main 
attraction is the formidable Wales National, 
which opened just over a decade ago. 
Green fees: £30-£70. 2-FORE!-l: All week 
(against highest rate). Tel: 01443 667800. 

4 Stapleford Park, Leicestershire 
Par 73, 6,465 yards 
Plotted within 500 acres of Capability 
Brown landscaped grounds you’ll find a 
Donald Steel-designed course which has 
successfully staged star-studded European 
Seniors Tour action. The course is 
overlooked by a luxury hotel supported by 
a sensational spa, treatment rooms and a 
gym within a Victorian stable block. 

Green fees: £60. 2-FORE!-l: Mon-Fri. Tel: 
01572 787044. 

5 Prince's, Kent 

Par 72 (Shore/Dunes), 6,602 yards 
This historic links venue is now backed up 
by The Lodge, which opened in 2012 and 
offers 38 bedrooms with en-suite facilities 
and either course or Bay of Sandwich 
views. Prince’s, scene of the 1932 Open 
won by Gene Sarazen, is the neighbour of 
Royal St George’s and provides 27 holes 
of quality seaside golf. 

Green fees: From May 1 £60 Mon-Thurs, 


£90 Fri-Sun, including coffee & bacon roll 
on arrival. £15 for an extra nine holes. 
2-FORE!-l: Mon & Tues after midday. 

Tel: 01304 611118. 

6 Shrigley Hall, Cheshire 
Par 71, 5,926 yards 

Scenically located in 262 acres of grounds 
on the edge of the Peak District National 
Park in the quaint village of Pott Shrigley, 
this is the home of a grand 19th century 
country house hotel which overlooks a 
mature parkland course with a splendid 
variety of holes. Afterwards, you can relax 
in style in the spa housed in a former 
church next door. 

Green fees: From £25 in summer. 2-FORE!- 
1: All week. Tel: 01625 575626. 

7 Worsley Park, Manchester 
Par 71, 5,914 yards 

This classy venue is attached to a fantastic 
Marriott Hotel, near the motorway, making 
it an ideal stay-and-play destination. The 
championship course was created by 
European Golf Design, and we were 
particularly impressed by the USGA-spec 
greens and the decisions you’re forced to 
make off the tee. It’s an undulating course 
with plenty of water, so it’s not a matter of 
bashing driver on every hole. 

Green fees: £70 (May 1-Sept 30). 
2-FORE!-l: Mon-Thurs. Tel: 0161 975 2043. 
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And golf is the game in this relatively undiscovered corner of Portugal's capital 




WORDS KEVIN BROWN 


he Algarve may be one of Europe’s 

^ leading golfing destinations - 

readers of Today’s Golfer certainly 
think so (they’ve again voted it the no.l 
hotspot) - but the region is by no means the 
whole golfing story in Portugal. Far from it 
Head further north to the capital Lisbon, and 
specifically the Costa Azul - the Blue Coast - 
and you’ll be in golfing heaven. 

It may lack the quantity of courses in the 
Algarve but the region definitely doesn’t fall 
short in terms of quality and in fact boasts a 
number of courses justifiably ranked among 
Continental Europe’s Top 100 Courses. 

Generally speaking, Blue Coast courses are 
less crowded and, dare we say it, provide even 


better value-for-money with packages and 
green fees costing a good slice less. This is 
due in no small part to the formation of 
Orizonte-Lisbon Golf, featuring seven 
splendid if somewhat unsung layouts close to 
the Portuguese capital and responsible for 
introducing a range of top-value golf 
passports: golfers can choose from a selection 
of three and five-round passports and enjoy 
these top tracks from €150 (three-round 
package) and from €240 (five rounds). 

As a result Lisbon Golf has quickly become 
a firm favourite with golfers seeking great 
value on stay-and-play breaks close to 
Portugal’s capital and Orizonte has got off to a 
flying start to 2015, having already taken 50 


per cent of its total sales for the whole of last 
year and record bookings in January. 

That includes a significant number from 
the UK and Orizonte-Lisbon Golf spokesman 
Jose Maria Cazal Ribeiro confirms: “We’re 
delighted with the rapid progress we have 
made in such a short space of time and the 
demand for bookings we’ve received from 
golfers in northern Europe has been fantastic. 

“Our brand encompasses a fine selection of 
some of Portugal’s most naturally testing golf 
courses which, coupled with a great climate 
and outstanding cultural offering, makes our 
region a must for any travelling golfer.’’ 

Besides the cluster of classy courses, 
another significant feather in the Blue Coast’s B 



Travel 






cap is the close proximity to Lisbon, Europe’s 
westernmost capital which attracts over five 
million visitors a year. Its culture, history and 
vibrancy is a captivating drive over the river 
Tagus across the longest bridge in Europe - 
Ponte Vasco Da Gama. Old mixes with new in 
perfect harmony: Lisbon is an amazing city to 
explore during the day while at night it has 
some of the finest nightlife in Europe. 

Our first port of call was Montado Hotel & 
Golf Resort - a decent all round venue but, to 
be honest, nothing special. It provides holiday 
golf in the form of a gently rolling parkland 
track with lots of dog-legs, bunkering, large 
undulating greens. . . and water. 

The most memorable holes come at the 
end of both nines: the 9th is a sweeping left 
dog-leg par 4 to a lakeside green in front of 
the hotel while the 18th is a thrilling par-3 
finale to an island green. 

While Montado may have lacked the wow 
factor, the next three courses certainly didn’t. 
First was Quinta do Peru, a gently rolling 
parkland within a golf and country club - the 
course is overlooked by a charming rustic 
clubhouse - in every sense. Apparently, the 
restaurant food is so good that Chelsea’s 
Portuguese manager Jose Mourinho, who 
hails from nearby Setubal (pronounced 
Stubal), pops in every now and then. 

Designed by Rocky Roquemore and plotted 
amid the Arrabida mountains. Quinta do Peru 
is worthy of its place in the Continental 
European Top 100 listing. Twenty-years-old 


Troia lived up to 
its 37th position 
in the Top 100 
Continental Europe 
courses ranking' 

last year, most fairways are framed by a 
variety of mature trees. 

All the short holes are pretty special 
starting at the 3rd, which sits beautifully in a 
valley and has a majestic mountain backdrop. 
There are a number of short par 4s on the 
back nine but they’re fraught with danger and 
that includes the 15th, a narrow downhiller to 
a green flanked by water tight on the left. 

We didn’t have sufficient time to play 
Aroeira II but we did tee it up on Aroeira I, 
which also has a country club feel. If you think 
of Woburn, you’ve got Aroeira I to a tee. It’s 
gently undulating yet easy walking and every 
single fairway is overlooked by stands of 
impressive pines. It just happens to be closer 
to the sea, is based on sand - so is always in 
good playing condition - and there isn’t a 
single fairway bunker to be wary of. 

Aroeira I opened in 1973 and is challenging 
enough without sand, with the forest of timber 
and water hazards complemented by greens 
that can be firm and fast. 

The Frank Pennink creation has pedigree - 


it hosted the Portugal Open in 1996 and 1997 
and probably the best holes are on the back 
nine - the 11th and 12th are classic par 4s 
while the penultimate hole is a short-but- 
sweet downhiller with the green hiding on the 
left of the dog-leg. 

The Donald Steel -designed Aroeira II 
opened in 2000 and although not so tight, it 
has five large lakes, a battery of pot bunkers 
and slick undulating greens. 

Next to Troia, which fully lived up to its 
impressive 37th position in the latest Top 100 
Continental Europe courses ranking. Plotted 
by legendary US architect Robert Trent Jones 
Snr on a slender peninsula opposite Setubal - 
where you reach it via a ferry - Troia is a top 
links. Several holes run along the coast and 
close to the beach with not a weak one 
among the 18. A selection of elevated tees 
add to the drama. Trent Jones regards the 
par-4 3rd as his personal favourite while we 
loved the sharp left dog-leg par-5 14th and the 
penultimate short hole, played from an 
elevated tee and providing breathtaking views. 

Other Blue Coast courses worth checking 
out are Ribagolfe I and Ribagolfe II - in an 
ancient cork oak forest - and nearby Santo 
Estevao, another Donald Steel design which is 
gently rolling layout with well placed bunkers 
and two lakes. Ribagolfe has staged European 
Tour Qualifying School since 2009. 

With David McLay Kidd’s Comporta Dunes 
layout poised to open, the Azul Coast is 
shortly set to go up another significant notch. 
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All you need to know. . . 



Where to stay, what to do off the course and some of the best deals on offer 


GETTING THERE 


At approximately 2.5 hours, Lisbon is a 
shorter flight than the Algarve (Faro) 
and being a capital city there’s a good 
selection of direct flights from the UK 
from London, Manchester, Liverpool, 
Edinburgh and Bristol with TAP 
Portugal, BA, easyJet and Ryanair. 
Fares are from £22.99 (one way). 


OFF-COURSE HIGHLIGHTS 


Lisbon bristles with attractions and 
among the most popular are Sao 
Jorge castle, the iconic Belem Tower & 
Cultural centre, Jeronimos Monastery 
and Lisboa Oceanarium. There’s lots to 
see and do outside the city as well. 

Pick of the beaches are around 
Setubal and include the Costa de 
Capacrioca, Praia do Meco and 
Portinho da Arrabidad. 

The Jose Maria da Fonseca wine 
cellars in nearby Azeitao are well worth 
a trip if you fancy escaping the hustle 
and bustle of Lisbon for a while. Even if 
you are not a fan of desert wines, the 
Muscatel here is delicious and it’s 
highly likely you’ll be tempted to bring 
a bottle back home. 

You should also make time to visit 
the majestic Pena National Palace, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site which 
gloriously sits atop a hill overlooking 
the quaint town of Sintra. 

There’s plenty for wildlife 
enthusiasts too, in the form of a 
flamingo colony at the Tagus Estuary 
Nature Reserve while further south the 
Sado Estuary Nature Reserve is the 
home of a school of dolphins. 



Selected 
star courses 

• Aroeiral&II 

Green fees: €90. 
Contact: 00351 212 
979110, aroeira.com 

• Quinta do Peru 

Green fees: €100. 
Contact: 00351 
212134320, e: mfo@ 
orizontegolf.com 

• Troia 

Green fees: Mon-Fri 
€85;Sat-Sun€102. 
Contact: 00351 
265494024, 
troiaresort.pt 

• Montado 

Green fees: €45-99. 
Contact: 00351 
265708150, 
montadoresort.com 

• Ribagolfel&II 

Green fees: €90. 
Contact: 00351 263 
930040/961718 
725, ribagolfe.pt 


minutes from Setubal. It’s a modern 
hotel with 90 rooms and excellent 
facilities including a Wellness Club 
with gym, pool, Jacuzzi and sauna. But 
the big plus is the on-site 18-hole 
course - you can stumble out of bed 
and be on the 1st tee within seconds. 

The four-star boutique hotel 
Evidencia Belverde is another good 
base: it’s golfer-friendly - it has a 
‘Shot’ bar and ‘The 19th’ restaurant as 
well as an Attitude spa - and is just 
down the road from Aroeira while 
Quinta do Peru is just 20km away. 

• Visitorizontegolf.com for details. 


WHEN TO GO 


Like the Algarve, it’s a year-round 
destination - Lisbon winters are mild 
and the summers hot - although the 
general temperatures are a tad cooler 
than down south. During spring and 
autumn, days are usually sunny with 
mild temperatures. Average 
temperatures are: Jan-Mar 17c: Apr- 
Jun 22c: Jul-Sept 26c: Oct- Dec 17c. 


WHERETO STAY 


Endless options to suit all tastes and 
pockets but TG stayed at the four-star 
Montado Hotel & Golf Resort about 15 


• Santo Estevao 

Green fees: €80. 
Contact: 00 3512 
63 949492,santo 
estevaogolfe.com 



Lisbon' 


• Population: 474,000 



• Size: 100.05 km^ 


• Visitors: Five million 

i - 7 
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Portugal 


IT’S WELL WORTH KNOWING... 


• Lisbon has an excellent public 
transport system including the Metro, 
nostalgic trams and even funicular 
railways to reach the steeper 
attractions. The Lisboa Card - 
available in 24, 48 and 72-hour 
denominations - offers free travel 
along with free entrance to 26 
museums, monuments and other 
attractions (visit askmelisboa.com). 

• Make sure you’ve got euros handy if 
you use the pay-as-you-go motorways 
- credit cards are not always accepted. 

• Lisbon is in the same time zone as 
the UK. 


• Looking4Parking is an airport 
parking price comparison website that 
covers all major airports in the UK with 
prices starting from £30. TG readers 
can receive a 15 per cent discount by 
booking at www.looking4parking.com/ 
uk?code=TodaysGolf 


USEFUL WEB ADDRESSES 


visitlisboa.com: flytap.com: 
orizontegolf.com: montadoresort.com: 
evidenciabelverde.com 


TRY IT FOR YOURSELF.... 


• Deal 1: Five nights’ B&B at the 
Evidencia Belverde hotel, spa access, 
one welcome drink and two green fees 
(Aroeira & Quinta do Peru), costs €324 
per person sharing a twin or a double 
room. To book e-mail belverde@ 
evidenciahoteis.com or visit 
evidenciabelverde.com 

• Deal 2: A three-night stay at Aroeira 
Apartments with unlimited golf at 
Aroeira I & II, Ribagolfe I & II, Santo 
Estevao and Quinta do Peru costs 
from €211 (available April-June, based 
on four sharing a two-bed apartment). 
To book visit orizontegolf.com or email 
info@orizontelisbongolf.com 

• Deal 3: A three-night B&B stay at 
Hotel Turim (Lisbon centre) with three 
green fees at any Orizonte course from 
€276 (April-June, based on two 
sharing a twin). Visit orizontegolf.com 
or email info@orizontelisbongolf.com 

• Deal 4: Seven nights’ B&B at 
Montado Resort and five rounds plus 
15 per cent discount on spa treatments 
costs €437.50 per person. To book 
e-mail geral@montadoresort.com or 
visitmontadoresort.com 
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OFF THE BEATEN TRACK 

Reasons to be elated 

It's shaped like a deflated football but Sicily is all class 


wo years ago, golf in Sicily 

was unheard of but thanks to 
a nunnber of new high profile 
developments, the Mediterranean’s 
largest island - shaped like a deflated 
football and sitting just off the toe of 
Italy - is rapidly establishing itself as 
a golf destination despite the fact 
there are fewer than a thousand 
golfers among the population of five 
million. Consequently, the seven full- 
sized courses are effectively for the 
exclusive use of overseas golfers. 

A recent upsurge in the number 
of visiting Brits, particularly to the 
fabulous resort of Donnafugata, is 
explained by the opening of a second 
international airport at Com iso in 
2013. The unashamedly upmarket 
resort of Donnafugata is just a 
30-minute drive from the new airport 
and is every bit as appealing as the 
extra virgin oil squeezed out of the 
olive groves that surround it. 

Although there are delightful 
swimming pools, a top-notch spa, 
sandy beaches nearby, a range of 
excellent restaurants and 
exceptionally comfortable 
accommodation, the two superb 
courses are the principal attractions. 


The facts 

• Getting there: 

Flights toComiso: 
Ryanair flies 
from Stansted 
while Alitalia flies 
from Heathrow 
and London City. 
Ryanair from 
£28.99 each way. 
Flights to Catania: 
BA from £79 each 
way; easyjet from 
£130.99 each way. 

• Contact info: 

www.donnafuga 
tagolfresort.com; 
www.easyjet. 
com; www.ba.com; 
www.ryanair.com 

• Do it yourself: 

Five nights' bed 
& breakfast at 
Donnafugata 
including three 
roundsof golf costs 
from £385pp (from 
£495pp for seven 
nights' B&B and 
four rounds). To 
book visit WWW. 
yourgolftravel.com 


The Parkland’ and the ’Links’ 
courses divide opinion as to which is 
the best but you can prepare for both 
at the Darren Clarke School of 
Excellence which opened last year. 

Parkland’ fans point to this gently 
rolling track was given the nod over its 
neighbour when the Sicilian Open was 
played here in 2011. Designed by Gary 
Player, it weaves around olive and 
carob trees, around a couple of lakes 
and streams, but the principal threat 
is posed by the Bermuda grass rough. 

Although you can see the Med from 
various spots, the nearest you get to 
water on the Pinks’ are two big lakes. 
Wide horizons and strong breezes 
blowing in from the Med further 
augment a sense of seaside golf. 

This classy venue is the perfect 
base to discover Sicily with the lovely 
towns of Ragusa and Modica, seafood 
restaurants, stunning Baroque 
architecture, honey-coloured churches 
and palazzos, tours around chocolate 
factories and wineries close by. 

Elsewhere on Sicily, upmarket 
Verdura has 36 holes by Kyle Phillips, 
while nestled in the foothills of Mount 
Etna, is II Picciolo Etna Golf Resort & 
Spa, the island’s first course. 




Top to bottom: The Parkland course at 
Donnafugata, designed by Gary Player; the 
Tour-standard Verdura East course by Kyle 
Phillips; there are plenty of of f-the-course 
delights at Donnafugata. 
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ACCESSORIES & EQUIPMENT 



• 2 Year Guarantee • Buy With Confidence 
• PGA Professionai Advice * Custom Fit Specialists 

www.direct-golf.co.uk 


MISCELLANEOUS 


1 We guarantee to beat any 

A competitors price & also 

m give you 10% of the 

W difference back.* 

Take Our 

m *Ternns and conditions apply. ; I 

challengeJ 


TUITION 



O3FREEMPN0BA11S 
03 FREE BOUNDS 
O FREE POKER CHIP RAIL NIARRES 


B«rn9rd GaMacher 
Golf Care Ambassador 


■ olf Car^ 


VISIT www.golfcare.co.uk/tga45 

CALL 0800 158 5515 TGAD415 


HAVE YOU GOT WHAT 
IT TAKES TO BE A 
GOLF TEACHER? 

If you have a passion for golf and would like to change 
your career, then why not enroll on one of our world 
famous accelerated teacher training courses. 

The EGTF run accredited courses all year round, and our 
training program is open to anyone with a passion for 
learning to teach golf. 





EGTF: 00 44 (0)208 462 4120 
EMAIL: egtf@clial.pipex.com 
WEBSITE: www.egtf.co.iik 



ACCESSORIES & EQUIPMENT 


THE ULTIMATE 
TRAINING TOOL 


DESIGNED TO CREATE THE CORRECT GOLF SWING POSITIONS 
- AT ADDRESS - AT THE TOP OF YOUR BACKSWING 
- AT IMPACT - AT THE END OF YOUR FOLLOW THROUGH 

SWINGYDE CAN BE USED WHILE HITTING BALLS AT PRACTICE 
LIGHTWEIGHT SIMPLE EFFECTIVE 


°niinegoi^ ■^DIREcSoir 


THEY LOOK GREAT 

ON PAPER 
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ACCESSORIES & EQUIPMENT 



MOREBHITEIIY - 30000+ GOBRSISWORISWIDE - DISTANCE MAOESIMPLI 


Adidas ClimaProof Gore-Tex Windstopper 


Adidas ClimaProof GORE-TEX Pac-Lite Rain Jacke' 


Our Price. £99.99 rrp. £205.0(1 


Nike Modern Major Moment Polo 


Assorted Colours Our Price. £50 


Nike Afterburner Polo 


Assorted Colours Our Price. £45 


rrp. £279.00 

Our Price. £11 9.00 


rrp. £189.00 

Our Price, £79.99 


Our Price. £69.99 rrp.£i45.oo 


Snainton GcIf Centre Percy Wood SandMeorGC BllllnghamGotf 

Scarborough, Yorks Northumberland Leeds, West Yorks Cleveland 

01723 850014 01670787010 01 132 683925 01642 557060 

One Stop Golf Lees Hall Golf Club Chapelen-le-frith MidYoilishlreGC RomanbyGC 

Hull Sheffield Derbyshire Darrington, West Yorks North Yorks 

01482492720 01142 554402 012^812118 01977 704S22 016O977SSSS 


Far Grange Parti 

East Yorb 
01262463030 

Slieffteld Pro Golf 

Sheffield, South Yorks 
01142551969 
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HOLIDAYS IN OVERSEAS 




Mauritius 

South Afrioa 

Mexico 

Italy 

Thailand 

Seyohelles 

Abu Dhabi 

Turkey 

Dubai 

Tenerife 

Madeira 

AND more... 

Overseas Tournaments & 

Escorted Tours 

WWW.CHAKATRAVEL.COM 


EN0UIRIES@CHAKATRAVEL.COM ^ ^ 

T. 028 9023 2112 CHAKA%: 


UK COURSE GUIDE 


Cornwall Golf Breaks 2015 



Challenging Golf 
& Friendly Service 

Trethorne Hotel & Golf Club 


Cornwall 

2 Day Golf Break £89pp 

3 Day Golf Break £172pp 

4 Day Golf Break £225pp 


D 

I Includes 

Unlimited Golf 
& Great Food! 


For further information, piease contact 
Ciub Reception on 01566 86903 or 
emaii: reservations@trethornegoifciub.com 


Trethorne Golf Club 

Kennards House, 
Launceston, Cornwall 
PL15 8QE 


01566 

86903 


www.trethornegolfclub 



Please mention GSHer 

when contacting advertisers 




lELRS 


Golfer 


fSSn^AIRWAY4 


www.fieldsfairway.co.uk 


Book HARDELOT a LE TOUQUCT offers 
and all your favourite destinations 

Specialists to France and Eelgiurn 
Call Q1376 327636 for CKpert and bookintjs 


Worid Class Courses 


CaLFtPC# 


Costa Blanca 


Golf to Go Breaks brings you a range of affordable and flexible golfing holidays 
in the very popular and sunny Costa Blanca Region of Spain. This service has 
been designed by an experience team of golfers who have excellent 
knowledge of all the courses available. 

1. Private transport from beginning to end 

2. Hire clubs or electric trolley 

3. Choose your courses, dates & accommodation 

4. We will arrange it all for you - hassel free! 

Visit our website to subscribe free of charge 
www.golftogobreaks.co.uk 


GET IN TOUCH NOW AND START YOUR PERFECT GOLFING HOLIDAY 
01325 526217 admin@golftogobreaks.co.uk 07514571344 



[ 


ft liT 
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UK COURSE GUIDE 


Great Golf, 

Excellent Value 


Looking for the perfect venue for your golf break? 
Then come to Ufford Park Woodbridge Hotel, 
Golf & Spa, located just off the A12, near Ipswich. 


• Top winter, 18 hole, 
par 71 golf course 

• Corporate & 
society days 

• 2 storey floodlit 
driving range 

• Open to members 
and non-members 


• Special rates at other 
top Suffolk golf courses 

• AnnericanGolf store 

• Doctorgolf academy 

• Thermal suite spa 

• Health club 


t 0844 477 1834 

w www.uffordpark.co.uk 

Yarmouth Road, Melton, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 1QW 


UFFORD Park 

WOODBRIDGE. 




(jjjDoRSET.***#? ij; 

GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB iQi 

Close to Poole and 
Bournemouth AiMIIpM 
2 fantastic courses 

HOTEL & LUXUPV LOG HOMES TO RENT 

t: 01929472244 
www.dorsetgolfresort.com 


5 STAH 
VENUE 


To advertise 

in Golfer 

classified 
section 
please call 
lain cn 

01733 36642d 
cr Oliver on 
01733 366409 


GOLF COACHING 


Swing Secrets of Tour Pros 

The best kept secrets pro golfers don’t want you to know 
A step-by-step plan to attain the perfect golf swing - guaranteed to succeed 
Check it out now on our web site and also receive bonus tips to improve your game 

http://tiny.cc/fglqvx 
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WWW.abbotsley.com The Number One Dog Welcome Golf Venue! Tel: 01480 474000 


ACCESSORIES & EQUIPMENT 



TITAN-S 

Equipped to 
deal with the 
requirements 
of the more 
demanding 
golfer, 
powered 
by a 
single 
Lithium 
battery. 

Contents: 

1 X Titan-S Goff Bugg/. 

1x 18+ Ufhium Bottefy. 

1 X Lfthium Bottery Charger 


WER 


MEGA DEAL 

FREEDOM T2 


With 


SWAMI 4000 


RRP £129 


ORDER LINE: 0161 654 6981 


Poweriiouse Golf 18-27 
hole UJhIurn Bottery 

he. Chcmgier & Corrv Bog. emd 
T' tor Sijlk±ile for ofiv gp>f Irolev. 

36 Ho/e opfion at £195 Normatty£249 

Product Cade: IVtSCOar 

Offer includes: ‘ 

Freedom 7T Troliev-iS Hole LiftiiLinri bgrttery and 
charger -Swami 4000 Range finder. 


GOLF.CaUK-.^^^ 


SAVE £1 79 


game 

^ Powerhouse Golf 96-100 Rochdale Road Middleton Manchester M24 2QA Tel 01 61 654 6981 


□ngra to CTvaro&^ity 


gitfigs 'PilcH Shewn on bugm la VAJ Eiremot. and a cflBfgd aJaK-t ta condrtiocTS. Frlcg Inc WJ It £1 36U. 


Don’t miss the next issue of 
UOlIGf on saie 14th May 2015 


HOLIDAYS IN ENGLAND 



Tel! 0 1603 261012 

oalf &r counifii dub Email: iiifo@wensumvalleyho telxo, uk 


Great Value Norfolk Golf Breaks 

Discover Norfolk at its best. 

Wensum Valley Golf Club has two 18 hole free draining 
courses &: a 9 hole course nearby that are playable all year 
round. 


From £85 per person 

This includes Dinner, Bed & Breakfest, golf and 
full use of the leisure fecilities. 


Visit our website to view our current offers or call for a tailor 
made quotation 


Fishings Archery^ Shooting and Hovcrcrafting activitits also a’k^’ailable 



Join usjor our 25ui Anniversary 
celebrations June 4th 2015 


ABBOTSLEY GOLF HOTEL 



• AA 3 Star Hotel with 4 star golf and Real Ale! 

• The Abbotsley Course will tease and torment 

• The Cromwell Course holds fewer surprises 

• Number One Dog Welcome golf venue! 

• London - Birmingham - Leeds - it's a doddle! 

www.abbotsley.com - 01480 474000 


To advertise in 

GSifer 

please call 
lain on 01733 366429 
or Oliver on 01733 366409 
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TheManor 
H^se 

Aslwuiv 

Hotels 

- The Only Sport, Craft & Spa - 
Hotels in the UK 


FREE GOLF & A Whole In One! 

at The UK’s Largest Golf Resort 

Set in the foothills of Dartmoor National Park, Devon. 

The Ashbury Hotel is the ideal venue for your golf break. 


At least 27 holes of FREE golf with each night of stay! 


• 7 X 18 Hole Course Options 

• OVER 400 BUGGIES to Hire from £8 - £16 v 


• GROUP DISCOUNTS of up to 10% " 

• ALL Breaks FULL BOARD ^ 


• FREE Wine on Thursdays & Sundays 

• FREE Sport, Craft, Leisure & Spa Facilities 

• FREE Golf Practice Facilities 

• FREE Teetime Pre-Booking Service 


"I've never played such fantastic courses" 

Stephen W - Trip Advisor 


Kigbeare 15th 

415 yards, Par 4 I 


Pines 17th 

442 yards, Par 2 


We are already talking 
about returning for 
our next tour and 
we've not been home 
for 24hrs!! 

Bakes71 - Trip Advisor 


Oakwood 16th 

/ 72 yards. Par 3 




Beeches 5th 

■^f^tjards. Par 4 


Our Fantastic Courses 

- All on 

One Site! 

Kigbeare 

Par 72 

6528 

Pines 

Par 72 

6400 

Beeches 

Par 69 

5803 

Oakwood 

Par 68 

5502 

Ashbury 9 + Pines Front 9 

Par 69 

5775 

Ashbury 9 + Pines Back 9 

Par 71 

61 1 1 

Willows 

Par 54 

1939 


Summer 
Sizzlers 2015 

13/7/15 - 26/8/15 

• FREE Golf 
'A Price Buggies - £8 


Early July Bargain Breaks: 

3nt Weekends £195pp 
4nt Midweeks £220pp 


Autumn to Spring 

08/10/15 - 27/04/16 
• FREE Golf 
• Vi Price Buggies - £8 
• 10% OFF Health & Beauty 


Unrivalled Choice 

at the Manor House 
& Ashbury Hotels... 


12 Badminton Courts I Range Activities 


28 Snooker Tables 


vT 


Water Slides 






“'DTi 
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UESTIONS 


We ask Bubba Watson 
what makes him tick 
on and off the course 


Last 

word 


1 How old were you and where did you 
break par for 18 holes the first time? 

1 was 10 years old and it was at 
Tanglewood in Milton, Florida. 

2 Best shot of your career? 

At the 16th at Bay Hill (in 2011) I had a 
shot I could only hit 10 feet high because 
of trees. I had 204 yards and hit 6-iron 
over water to 20 feet for eagle. 

3 One mulligan you’d like to have? 

Second shot at 18 in the play-off at the 
2010 PGA Championship (at Whistling 
Straits). I should have laid up. 

4 Favourite course in the USA? 

Pebble Beach. 

5 Favourite course outside the USA? 

The Old Course at St Andrews. 

6 Favourite hole in the USA? 

No.13 at Augusta National Golf Club. 

7 Favourite hole outside the USA? 

The 18th at the Old Course. 

8 What’s your key to distance? 

Hit the ball in the centre of the clubface. 

9 All-time favourite movie? 

The Natural. 

10 Favourite musician or group? 

Justin Bieber. 

11 Favourite sporting event, non-golf? 

NBA Finals. 

12 Favourite sports team? 

Georgia Bulldogs. 

13 Favourite male athlete? 

LeBron James (basketball). 

14 Favourite female athlete? 

Kerri Walsh and Misty May Treanor 
(both beach volleyball). 

15 Any golf superstitions? 

I carry three tees in my left pocket. 

16 Favourite view in golf? 

A four-inch birdie putt. 

17 Favourite TV show? 

The A-Team. 

18 Favourite holiday destination? 

My house. 

19 Who would be in your dream foursome 
(non-Tour players)? 

Tim Tebow, Justin Bieber and 
my wife, Angie. 

20 Who would be the Tour foursome? 

Rickie Fowler, Ben Crane and Hunter 
Mahan. 

'Any superstitions? 
I carry three tees 
in my left pocket' 
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yonex.co.uk 


FIND THEMFORC 


Looking fora more powerful, 
yet forgiving club? 


New Octaforce technology reduces weight in 
the crown of the Driver, Fairways and Hybrid. 
Repositioning it where it really makes a difference, 
lower and deeper in the club head for the 
optimum distance enhancing ball flight with 
maximum forgiveness. 


The Irons' Super Deep Cavity technology produces 
a lower centre of gravity and larger sweet spot for 
increased distance and added forgiveness. 


Looking for the Force. Find the Z- Force. 


•WONEX 


far beyond ordinary clubs 



